THE PROPHET EZEKIEL

The period of Ezekiel's Office as Prophet was from 595 to 574 B.C.

The Eall of Gxekiel,

1 IT was in the thirty-fourth year in
the fifth month, when I was
amongst the captives Jocated by the
Great River, the skies opened, and 1
2 saw some visions from Gop. It was
in the fifth month of the fifth year of
the transportation of King Jhoiakim
3 that the command of the EVER-
LIVING came to Ezekiel-ben-Buzi,
the priest, in the country of the
Kasdim, by the Great River, that
the hand of the EVER-LIVING came
there upon him,

The Vision of the Fonr Weings.

4 Then I looked, and saw a raging

wind from the north driving a great
cloud, and whirling fire flashing
around it, with the gleam of polished

5 brassin the centre of the fire. There
were representations of four Beings
in the centre,—and those Beings had
the appearance of human forms.
6 But each had four faces, and each
7 had four pair of wings. Their feet,
however, were perpendicular, and
the soles of their feet like the feet of

a calf, but sparkling like the glitter

8 of bright brass. They also had arms
like a man under their wings, at
their four sides,—and their faces,
9 and pairs of wings were four. These
wings were attached together at the
sockets. The men did not face
about when they advanced — they
10 went straight before each face. The
form of one face was like that of a
man, but the four had the face of a
lion on the right side; and the four
had the face of an ox, on the left

; side ; and the four had the face of an

11 eagle. Their faces were thus.

When ascending they spread their
wings. Each had a couple of wings
attached together. But two covered
12 their bodies, and each in advancing
went straight before himself. To
whatever point the wind proceeded,
they went, they never turned face
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for their journey. And with the 13
Beings, forms appeared, like burning
coals of fire ;—like the appearance of
lamps ;—who marched amongst the
Beings with sparkling fire, and light-
nings shot from the fire. The Beings 14
also ran and danced like lightning.

So I watched the Beings;—and 15
saw a wheel on the earth at the side
of the Beings, at each of their faces.
The appearance of these wheels, and 16
their substance was like the gleam of
amber ;—the form of all four, their
appearance and substance was as if
a wheel were within a wheel.l In 17
advancing, they advanced towards
the four quarters, without facing
about to advance, and they had rims 8
to them,—and it seemed these rims
were full of eyes, round all four of
them, and when the Beings advanced, 19
the wheels advanced at their side,
and when the Beings ascended from
the earth, the wheels ascended.
Wherevet the wind decided to go,~— 20
they went wherever the wind went,—
and the wheels ascended with them,
—for the wind enlivened the wheels.
On its advancing,—they advanced; 21
on its standing,—they stood ; for the
wind enlivened the wheels.

An appearance was above the 22
Beings like sparkling ice, extended
high up over their heads; and 23
beneath this expansion they spread
their wings in association. Each
had two to cover their bodies with,
on one side,—and each had two to
cover the other side; and I heard 24
the sound of their wings, like the
sound of many waters,—like the
sound of waterfalls, when they
advanced, the sound of a storm of
rain,—like the sound of a camp!
When they stood still, they drooped

1 A wheel within a circle, evidently in this

form—
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23 their wings. When a voice came
from above the expanse over their
heads,—standing they drooped their
wings.

26  Above the Expanse that was over
their heads there was an appearance
like a sapphire stone formed into a
throne,—and upon that form of a
throne, like the appearance of a man

27 sitting upon it. I alsc saw a sparkle
like amber,—and an appearance like
the appearance of a fire enclosed
him, with a similar appearance from
his waist upwards, and a similar
appearance below his waist (—I saw
it like the appearance of fire, and it

28 gleamed around him, like the appear-
ance of the bow that comes in the
clouds when it rains,—that was the
appearance which gleamed around,
—the appearance of the Form was a
L1VING-GLORY. And when I saw it
I fell on my face, and heard a Com-

2 manding Voice, which said to me ;—
“Son of Adam, stand on your feet!
and I will speak to you.”

2 And breath came to me as He
spoke, and 1 stood on my feet, and

3 listened to His command, as He said
to me }— .

The Firsl Mission,

“Son of Adam, I willsend youtotke
children of Israel,—to a rebellious
Nation,—who have rebelled against
Me. They and their ancestors have
revolted from Me, to this very day!

4 They are hard-faced and stiff-hearted
lads, to whom I send you! there-
fore you must say, ‘ Thus says the

5 Almighty LORD!’'-— whether they

listen or refuse,—for they are a rebel-
lious family,—yet will know that a

6 Preacher has come tothem. So, Son
of Adam, fear them not,—or their
threats,—although you are among
briars and thorns, and live amongst
scorpions. Fear not their threats,
nor be depressed by their faces, for

7 they are-a rebellious family, but pro-
claim My Message to them,—whether
they listen or refuse I—for they are a
rebellious family.

8 “ You,however, Sonof Adam, listen
to what I say to you;—be not rebel-
lious, — like' that rebellious family.
Open your mouth and eat what I give
you'n

The Pook to be Eaten,

9 Then I looked and saw a hand
approach me, with a Roll-book in it,

and it spread it before me, and it was
written on the front and the back,—
and the writing was about wailing,
and lamentation, and woe!

Then He said to me: *“Son of 8
Adam! Eat what you have found.
Eat this volume! and go and speak
to the House of Israel.”

So 1 opened my mouth, and He 2
made me eat that volume.

Then He said to me: ‘“Son of 3
Adam! Let your belly eat, and fill
your stomach with that volume, which
1 have given you.”

1 consequently ate it, and it was as
sweet as honey to my mouth !

He afterwards said tome: * Son of 4
Adam! Go,—approach,—the House
of Israel, and report My Message to
them; for I do nét send you to a 5
People of deep lips, and heavy tongue,

~ but to the House of Israel,—not to 6

many Nations of deep lip and heavy
tongue, whose language you could
not understand if I sent you to them,
—they might listen to you,—but the 7
House of Israel will not be desirous
to listen to you,—for they are not
willing to listen to Me,—for all the
House of Israel are hard-browed and
stifi-hearted. However I will give 8
you a bold face against their faces;
and a bold brow against their brows.
As a diamond is harder than flint, I g
have made your brow. Fear not, nor
submit to them,—for they are a rebel-
lious family.”

He also said tome, * Son of Adam! 10
Take all the commands I entrust to
you, to your heart, and listen with
your ears, and go, approach to the 1r
captivity of the children of your
people, and address them, and say,

‘ Thus says the ALMIGHTY LORD ! '—
whether they listen, or whether they
refuse! "

Then the wind carried me along 12
and I heard behind me a great rush-
ing sound,— proceeding from the
dwelling of the MIGHTY LORD, and 13

‘the sound of the wings of the Beings

clapping one against the other,—and
the sound of the wheels accompany-
ing them,—and the sound of a great
rushing. So the wind took me up, 14
and ceized me, and 1 went better, in
heat of my breath, and the hand of
the EVER-LIVING was strongly upon
me. Thus I was brought to the 15
transports of Thel-abib, who were
settled by the Great River, and who
resided there, and 1 stayed there
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seven days amongst them in a
stupor,

16 But at the end of the seven days,
the command of the EVER-LIVING

17 came to me to say; ‘“Son of Adam |
I have placed you as a watchman for
the House of Israel, therefore listen
to a message from My mouth, and

18 instruct them from Me. When I say
to the wicked, * You shall die!’ and
you do not inform him or do not
speak to thewicked to warn him from
his evil way, to revive him—the
wicked will die in his wickedness,
but I will seek his blood on your

19 hand! But if you warn the wicked,
and he does not turn from his
wickedness, — and from his evil
way,—the wicked shall die in his
sin, but you will have redeemed
your soul.

20 * And when a good- man abandons
right, and does wrong, when I re-
prove him openly he shall die. He
will die, if you have not warned him
of his sin, for the right that he did
will not be remembered ; but I will

21 seek his blood on your hand. But if
you warn the good not to sin, and he
ceases from sin, he will live, if he
took warning;—and you will have
redeemed your soul.”

@he Message from the Wallep to
Jerusalem.

22 The hand of the EVER-LIVING
came upon me again, and He said,
‘ Arise, go out to the valley, and I
will speak to you there.”

23 So I arose and went out to the
valley, and saw the DIVINE SPLEN-
DOUR standing there, like the splen-
dour that I saw by the Great River,
—and I fell upon my face.

24 Then breath came to me, and I
raised myself upon my feet, and He
spoke to me and said:

25 “Gol Shut yourself in your house!
But, son of Adam, they will put ropes
and chains upon you, so that you may

26 not go out amongst them. I also will
fix your tongue to your palate, and
make you dumb, so that you cannot
be a reprover of them,—for they are

27 a rebellious family! But when I
speak to you, I will open your mouth,
when you must say to them, ‘Thus
says the MIGHTY LORD. Listen,
and faint! for they are a rebellious
family,
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The Boom of Jerusalem.

‘¢ So now, son of Adam, take a tile! 4
and place it before you, and draw
upon it the city of Jerusalem. And
pourtray upon it a siege, and build 2
a rampart against it; heap up an
embankment against it, and repre-
sent camps against it, and place
battering rams around it. Then take 3
an iron plate, and make of it a wall
of iron between you and the city, and
fix your face towards it, and let it be
a siege, and besiege it. That shall be
a sign to the House of Israel.

* Youmustalso lie on your left side, 4
and place the frailties of the House
of Israel upon it; for the number of
days that you lie upon it, you shall
carry the frailties of the House of
Israel; for I have laid upon you the 5
years of their frailty, by the number
of the days,—three hundred and
ninety days, during which you shall
carry the frailty of Israel. But when 6
you have accomplished these, then
you shall lie upon your right side
again, and bear the frailty of the
House of Judah for forty days,—a
day for a year,—a day for a year,—

I have laid upon you,

*Then set before you the siege of 7
Jerusalem, and strip your arm, and
preach against it. So look! I will 8
put bonds on you, and you shall not
turn from side to side, until the time
of the siege is completed. Also take g
wheat, and barley, and beans, and
lentils, and spilt, and millet, and put
theny into the same dish, and make
bread of them for yourself. For the
prescribed period that you are to be
on your side; you shall eat it for
three hundred and ninety days. You 1o
must eat it by weight of ten shekels
a day; eat it from time to time.
Also drink your water by measure,— 11
the sixth part of a hin. Drink it
from time to time. Eat it like barley 12
cakes, and bake them with human
dung in their sight! "

And the LORD added; * The 13
children of Israel shall eat their
bread defiled like that, by the
heathen, to whom I drive them.”

But I replied, ‘“Oh! MIGHTY 14

1 NoreB,—Ch. 4, v. 1, “atile.” As before
noted in Jeremiah, these “tiles ” or tablets
of clay were the usual means of writing upon
in that time. Large quantities of them can
be seen in the Assyrian Court of the British
Museum,
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LORD, look at my life! I have not
defiled myself,—nor have I ever
eaten a dead carcase, or one that has
been torn, from my youth until now ;
—mnor has foul food entered my
mouth.”

15 However He answered me, ** Look!
I will appoint cow-dung instead of
human-dung, so prepare your food
with that.”

16 Then He said to me, *“Son of
Adam! I will break the staff of
bread in Jerusalem, and they shall
eat bread by weight, and in dread;
and drink by measure and measure,

17 because they shall be destitute of
bread and water, and each suspect
his brother, and waste away in their
sin,

The Prophet ordered to Shabe bis
Bead and Beard,

5 ‘*Also, son of Adam, take a sharp
sword to apply to yourself as a
barber’s razor, and pass it over your
head, and over your beard. Then
take a weighing scales, and divide

2 them. Burn a third part in a fire, in
the middle of the city, when the time
of the siege is completed. Then take
a third part, and chop about it with
the sword : and scatter that third part
to the wind, and I will fling the sword

3 after them. But you must reserve a
small number of them, and put them

4 in your pocket. However, you must
take some, and throw them into the
fire, and burn them in the fire, when
a flame shall spring from them aguinst
all the House of Israel.”

s ‘Then the MIGHTY LORD said; * I
have set this Jerusalem in the centre
of the heathen with countries around

6 her, But she perverted My decrees
to wrong more than the heathen; and
My institutions more than the coun-
tries1 who are around her,—for she
rejected My decrees, and would not
follow My institutions,

7 *“Therefore,” thus the MIGHTY
1LORD says, “because you rage
against My institutions more than
the heathen around you, by not
following them, and have not prac-
tised My decrees, but have acted
according to the decrees of the

8 heathen around you.! Therefore

1 Note.—Ch. 5, vv. 5, 7.. See Romans,
chaps. 1, 2, 3, in reference to this state-
ment.~—F, F,

(the MIGHTY LORD says this), ‘1
am opposed to you! I, Myself,—and

I will execute amongst you My own
decrees, in the sight of the heathen.
For I will effect upon you, what I 9
have not done, and what I will never
do again like it,—because of all your
depravities. Therefore parents shall 10
eat their children amongst you, and
children will eat their parents! And
when I have done justice on you,~—
I will scatter all the remnant of you
to the wind. So, by My own life,” 11
says the MIGHTY LORD, * because
you have polluted My Sanctuary with
all your filth, and with all your
depravities, I also will avert Myself,
and My eye will not pity, and I will
not spare! A third of you shall die 12
by plague and famine consuming
among you; and a third will fall by
the sword around you; and I will
scatter a third to every wind, and
fling a sword after them! Then My 13
anger will be completed, and My
wrath satisfied upon them, and I will
rest, and they will recognize that I,
the EVER-LIVING, have spoken in My
zeal to accomplish My indignation
upon them. '

“I will also make you a heap of 14
ashes, and a scorn to the heathen
around you;—to the eyes of every
passer-by. And you shall become a 15
scorn and an insuiting proverb, and
an astonishment to the heathen about
you, when I have executed upon you
the decrees of My anger and indigna-
tion, and these reproofs (I, the
EVER-LIVING, have said it); and
when I send the cruel arrows of 16

| famine upon you,—which bring

destruction to those to whom I
send them, and increase famine
among you, and break your staff of
bread. For I will send famine upon 17
you, and savage beasts, who will
bereave you,—and plague, and blood-
shed shall pass through you. I will
also bring a sword against you,—I,
the EVER-LIVING, have said it | "

@The Boom of the Eand of Fsrael.

The command of the EVER-LIVING 6
came to me afterwards, to say :(—

“Son of Adam! Set your face 2
against the mountains of Israel, and
preach to them, and say,

* Mountains of Israel! listen to the 3
words of the MIGHTY LorRD! Thus
says the MIGHTY LORD to the moun-
tains and hills, to the torrents, and
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valleys, I, Myself, will bring a sword
4 against you! and reduce your peaks,
and desolate your altars, and shatter
your pillars, and throw down your
5 slain before your idols! And lay the
corpses of the children of Israel
before their idols, and scatter their
6 bones about their altars. All your
inhabited villages shall be ashes,—
and your columns shall be desolate,
so that your altars may be reduced
to ashes and be desolated, and
shattered, and your idols shivered,
and your Sun-pillar cut down, and
7 your fabrications be blotted out, and
your wounded shall fall amongst you,
and you recognize that I am the LORD.
8 However you shall have a remnant
who will escape from the sword,
scattered amongst the lands of the
9 heathen. And those fugitives will
remember Me among the heathen
where they reside, when I have
broken their whorelike heart, which
turned from Me; and their whorelike
eyes from following their idols,—and
will turn their attention to the wrongs
they committed in all their depravi-
10 ties. Then they will recognize that
I am the LorD. I have not lightly
threatened toinflict all these miseries
upon them."

The Prophet ordered fo BWeivail bis
Gountry.

11 Then the EVER-LIVING said :—
*“Clap your hands, and stamp your
feet, and exclaim, ‘Alas! for all the
sins that the House of Israel has
sinned which will overthrow them by
the sword, and famine and plague!
12 Those afar will die by disease! and
those near will fall by the sword, and
the remainder, and the besieged, will
die by famine,'—when My indignation
13 will be satisfied on them. You will
then know that I am the EVER-
LIVING, when your wounded are
among your idols, around your altars,
on every high hill, on every mountain
top, and under every leafy tree, and
under every shady oak ;—the places
where they appointed to diffuse per-
14 fumes to their idols! But I will
extend My hand over them, and
make their country desolate ;—more
desolate than the desert of Diblah,
in all their villages, — when they
will learn that I am the EVER-
LIVING."”

Boom of Israel’s Fields.

The command of the EVER- 7
LIVING again came to me to say :

“And now, son of Adam, the 2
MIGHTY LORD says this to the fields
of Israel; ‘An end, an end has
come to the four wings of the land!
The end is now upon you,—and I 3
have sent My anger to you, and have
convicted according to your practices,
and laid all your depravities upon
you! My eye, therefore, will not 4
pity you; and I will not relent,
but will lay your practices upon you,
and your depravities are in your
breast,—and you shall learn that I
am the EVER-LIVING.’ "

The MIGHTY LORD also said:— 5
““Look! A misery, a peculiar misery
has come! The end has comel 6
The end,—yourend,—seeit hascome!
The point has come to you,—in- 7
habiter of the land,—the time has
come, the day is near, a noise, but
not of pleasure, upon the hills! Now 8
I'will soon pour out My indignation
upon you! and satisfy My anger
against you, and convict you accord-
ing to your ways, and lay on you all
your depravities: and My eyewillnot g
pity, nor relent. I will lay upon you
according to your proceedings, and
your depravities shall be in your
breast ; when you will recognize that
I, the EVER-LIVING, punish,

* Look at the time! Look! it has 10
come! The turning point has passed !
The shoot has blossomed ;—the pride
has budded! Oppression has grown 11
into a support of wickedness, and
neither from themselves and not from
their wealth, nor from their numbers
will there be comfort for them!
The period has come,—the day has 12
arrived ; let not the buyer be glad,
nor the sellersorry,—for there is fury
against all their wealth; for the seller 13
will not be restored to what he sold,—
even although they are alive, for the
vision is against the whole mass;—
none shall return, nor can anyone
preserve himself whose life is in
wickedness !

‘“They blow, they blow with the 14
trumpet,—but none come to the
battle! for My wrath is against the
whole mass! The sword is in the 15
street, and disease and famine in the
house! Whoever is in the field dies
by thesword,—and famineand disease
devours whoever is in the City!
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And the fugitives fly; and shall be
upon the hills like flocks of doves,—
each moaning in his frailty! Every
hand is feeble,—and every knee weak
as water! And they gird themselves
in sacks, and clothein trembling, and
depression is on every face, and
‘baldness on every head! They will
fling their silver into the streets, and
gold will be flung away ;—silver and
gold will be unable to deliver them in
the day of the indignation of the
EVER-LIVING. They cannot satisfy
their bodies, nor fill their stomachs;
—they were the trap for their sin.
They turned its beautiful glitter to
pride, and made it into images of their
filthy depravities! Therefore I will
disgust them with it! and give it to
the hands of foreigners as plunder,
and to the wicked of the earth for
loot, and defile it. I will also turn
My face from them, and they shall
violate My treasury, and burglars
shall enter and rob it.

‘*Make a chain,—for the land is
full of convicted murderers,—and the
city is full of oppression, and I will
bring the worst heathen, who will
seize their houses, when 1 shall
destroy the pride of the powerful, and
they shall share up their treasures.
Distress will come, when they will
seek rest;—but none be! Calamity
shall come on calamity,~and report
come.upon report. They will seek a
vision from the Preacher,but guidance
will depart from the priest, and
counsel from the nobles. Their king
shall mourn, and the princes be

clothed with desolation! and the

hand of the People of the land be
weak! I will act towards them from
their own standpoint,—and by their
own decisions I will convict them,—
then they will learn that I am the
EVER-LIVING."

The WViston in the Presence of the

8

2

Dobles. The Visit in Spirit
to Jerusalem.

It occurred in the sixth year, on the
fifth of the sixth month, I was sitting
in my. house, and some nobles of
Judah sat before me, when the hand
of the MIGHTY LORD fell upon me
there. So I looked, and saw a form
with the appearance of fire;—appear-
ing so from its waist downwards,
fiery, and upwards from its waist like
the appearance of gold,—with a

glitter of polished brass. Then it 3
stretched out the form of a hand and
seized me by the locks of my head,
and lifted me in spirit between the
earth and the sky, and brought me
to Jerusalem, to visions of Gop, to
the open gate that faces towards the
north,—where the Statue of Jealousy 4
1s stationed, that punishes jealousy.
And I saw there the MAJESTIC GOD
of Israel,—similar to the appearance

I saw inthevalley. Then He said to 5
me, * Son of Adam, raise your eyes
towards the North.”

Pagan Bebaucheries in the Temple.

So I raised my eyes towards the
north, and saw from the north at the
entry of the gate, the altar of this
Image of Jealousy.

He then asked me, ** Son of Adam! 6
see what they are doing!—the great
depravities that the House of Israel
practise openly within My Sanctuary!
Turn again, and you will see greater
depravities ]

He then took me to the open 7
square, and I looked, and saw a
hole in the wall, when he said, * Son 8
of man, break the wall!”

So I broke the wall, and made an
opening. ,

Then he said to me, ‘“Come, and 9
look on the foul depravities that they
practise here!"

I consequently went and looked, ro
and saw images of every reptile, and
spawning beast, and all the Idols of
the House of Israel painted upon the
wall all round, and seventy men of r:
the nobles of the House of Israel,
and Jazaniah-ben-Shefan standing
in the middle of the assembly before
them and each with censers in his
hand, and clouds of incense arising,

He then asked me, * Do you see, 12
son of man, what the nobles of Israel
do in secret,—each in his chamber
of paintings? for they say * The LORD
cannot see us! The LORD cares
nothing about the earth!’" _

He afterwards said to me, * Turn 13
again, and look at the greater de-
pravities that they practise,” and he 14
brought me opposite to the gate of
the House of the EVER-LIVING on
the north side, and I saw there
women sitting to weep for Thamuz,
when he asked me, * Son of man, do 15
you see how they sit? Turn again
and you shall see greater depravities
than these!”
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16 Then He took me to the inner
court of the House of the EVER-
LIVING, and I saw before the Temple
of the EVER-LIVING, between the
porch and the altar, about twenty-
five persons with their back towards
the Temple of the EVER-LIVING, and
their faces towards the East, and
they were worshipping the Eastern

17 Sun. When he asked me, * Do you
see, Son of Adam, the contempt the
House of Judah show? and the
depravities which they practise here ?
For they fill the country with out-
rage, and continue to provoke me.
Look how they wave twigs before

18 their faces! Therefore I, also, will
work in wrath! My eye shall not
pity, nor spare,—although they call
with a loud voice to my ears, I will
not hear them.”

9 Then he shouted with a loud voice
in my hearing, saying,

“ Guards of the city approach! and
each have his deadly weapon in his
hand!"

2 And I saw six men come towards
the High Gate that faces to the north,
and each with a battle axe in his
hand ;—but one man among them in
trousers with a writer’s ink bottle at
his waist, and they advanced and
stood at the side of the Brazen Altar.

3 Then the splendour of the Gop of
Israel came up from above the kerub
upon which it was, to the threshold
of the House. He then summoned
the man who was clothed in trousers,
who had the ink-bottle at his

4 waist, and the EVER-LIVING said
to him:

‘“Pass through this city,—through
Jerusalem, and write a mark upon
the foreheads of the men who grieve
and mourn over the depravities that

5 are practised in it.” But tothe others
He said in my hearing, ** Pass through
the city after him and strike. Let
not your eyes pity, and spare not !—
old men, boys, and girls, and infants,
and women,—kill, to destruction.

6 Butdo not assail any man upon whom
there is a mark,—and start at My
Sanctuary.”

They consequently started with the
noblemen who were at the front of
the House.

7 Then he said to them,—* Defile
the House, and fill the Court with
the slain! Advance!"”

So they advanced and assailed the

8 city, But while they were assailing
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and I was left alone, I fell on my
face, and shrieked, and said,

*Oh! MIGHTY LORD! will You
destroy all the fragments of Israel ?
in pouring out Your wrath upon
Jerusalem? "

But He replied to me, * The fault
of the House of Israel and Judah is
very, very great. They have filled
the country with blood; and the city
is full of extortion, for they say, ‘The
LORD cares nothing about the earth,’
and ‘GoD never looks.” Therefore
My eyes will not pity nor spare. I
will return the result of their idea
upon their own Head.”

Then 1 saw the man in trousers,
who had the ink-bottle at his waist,
reported the result, saying, “I have
done as You commanded me."

10

I then looked, and saw in the 10

expanse over the heads of the Keru-
bim, there was like a sapphire gem,
formed into a Throne, with AN
EXISTENCE upon it, Who spoke to
the man clothed in trousers, and
said, * Go to the revolutionary space
beneath the Kerub, and fill your
hands with burning coals from the
space of the Kerubim, and scatter
them over the city.” So he went in
my sight. And the Kerubim stood at
the right side of the House when the
man entered; and a cloud filled
the forecourt. The splendour of the
EVER-LIVING arose, also, from above
the Kerub to over the threshold of
the House, and the House was filled
with a cloud, and the court full of

4

the splendour of the LorRD ; and the 5

noise of the wings of the Kerubs was
heard above the outer court, like the
voice ofthe ALMIGHTY when speaking.

And when He commanded the man 6

clothed in the trousers, saying,
“Take fire from the space of revolu-
tion—from the space of the Keru-
bim,” he entered and stood beside
the wheel, and the Kerub extended
his hand from the space of the Keru-
bim to the fire that is in the space of
the Kerubim, and took some, and
put it into the hands of the man
clothed in trousers, and he took it
and went out. Then I perceived the
Kerubim had human shaped hands
under their wings.

I Jooked again, and saw four wheels ¢

beside the Kerubs, a single wheel to
each Kerub, and a single wheel

at the side of each Kerub, and the

appearance of the wheels was like
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10 the glitter of an amber stone., The

IX

12

form of each of the four of them as if
they had wheels within wheels. As
for their progression they could pro-
ceed in four directions. They did
not face about to advance, but to the
spot that was ahead of their face they
proceeded, they did not face about to
advance to it. And all their bodies,
and backs, and handsand wings ;—as
well as the wheels ;—were full of eyes

13 as around the four wheels. Their

wheels were called in my hearing

14 ‘‘* The Revolution.,” Each, also, had

15

four faces for himself. The first was
the face of a Kerub; the second the
face of a Man; the third the face of
a Lion; and the fourth the face of an
Eagle; but the Keruo stood upright.
They were the BEINGSs I saw by the

16 Great River. When the Kerubs

advance, the wheels beside them
advance; and when the Kerubs raise
their wings to rise up from the earth,
the wheels do not abandon them,—

17 they accompany them. When those

stand,—they stand; and when those
mount—they mount, for there is a
breath of life in them.

18 Then the splendour of the EVER-

19

LIVING removed from over the
threshold of the House, and rested
over the Kerubim, and the Kerubs
raised their wings from the earth in
my sight to depart, and the wheels
went with them, and stood opposite
the Eastern Gate of the House of the
EVER-LIVING, and the splendour of
the GOD of Israel was above them.

20 These were the BEINGS that I saw

21

22

11

beneath the GoDp of Israel at the
Great River,)—and I knew they were
Kerubim,—each was four faced, with
human formed hands beneath their
wings; and the form of their faces
was like the faces I saw by the Great
River; and they could advance for-
ward from each of them.

Thus when the wind lifted, and
brought me to the Eastern Gate of

the House of the EVER-LIVING,

facing eastwards, I saw opposite the
gate twenty-five men, and observed
in the centre of them Jazaniah-ben-
Azur, and Platiah - ben - Benijah,
Princes of the people.

2 Then He said to me, “Son of

Adam! These men contrive folly,

1 “River Kebar,” if translated from the

Arabic, means “the Great River,” and was
undoubtedly the Euphrates, or, in Hebrew,
the Frath.—F. F. .

and advise bad advice in this city ;}—
who say, ‘Is it not time to build 3
houses? The pot is here, and we
shall find flesh!’ However, Son of 4
Adam! preachagainstthem,—preach,
Son of Adam "

Then the spirit of the EVER-LIVING 5
fell upon me, and said to me:—
* Thus says the EVER-LIVING. You
say so, House of Israel, and I know
the products of your mind. You 6
have extended this city, and filled its
streets with murder. Therefore thus 7
says the MIGHTY LORD, The mur-
dered whom you have laid among
you, they are the flesh, and this is
the boiler and can you get out of it?
You have feared the sword ;—but I 8
will bring a sword upon you!"” The
MIGHTY LORD says it! ‘' However g
I will pull you out of it, and give you
into the hands of foreigners, who
will execute your sentences. You 10
shall fall by the sword. At the
boundaries of Israel I will sentence
you, and you shall learn that I am
the EVER-LIVING. This shall not 11
be your pot, and you shall not be the
flesh in it;—on the boundaries of
Israel 1 will sentence you! and you 12
shall learn that I am the EVER-
LIVING, although you have not
walked by My institutions, and have
not executed My decrees, but you
bave done according to the ideas of
the heathen who are around you.”

But it happened that as I preached, 13
Platiah-ben-Beniah died! Then 1
fell on my face, and exclaimed,
*Alas! MicHTY LORD, will You
make an end of the fragments of
Israel 2

®od  Promises Mercy elhen in
Punishment. Pardon  and
Restoration Promised to Ysrael,

The message of the LORD after- 14
wards came to me to say :—* Son of 15
man! your brothers, your relatives
the men who could reclaim you, and
all the House of Israel, the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem have said, to all of
them, ¢ Get off from the LORD! Who
has given this country for us to
possess.’ Therefore say, * Thus says 16
the M1GHTY LORD, Although I have
sent them afar to the heathen, and
although I have scattered them in
the. countries,—yet I will be a little
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Sanctuary to them in the countries
to which I have brought them.’

17  ‘*Therefore say, ‘Thus says the
MIGHTY LORD,—I will collect them
from the nations, and gather them
from the countries where I have
scattered them, and will give to them

18 the ground of Israel. And when they
arrive there they will cast away all
their pollutions and depravities from

19 them. Then I will give them asingle
heart, and put a new spirit in their
breast. I will remove the heart of
stone from their body, and give them

20 a heart of flesh,—so that they may
walk by My Institutions, and regard
My decrees, and practise them, and
they will be My people, and I will be
their Gop,

21 ‘' But to those who proceed after
their corrupt and depraved hearts, I
will bring their own course on their
heads,’ says the MIGHTY LORD.”

Gyehiel @arvied back in $pirit to
Chalden,

22 Then the Kerubim raised their
wings, and the wheels accompanied
them, and the splendour of the Gob

23 of Israel ascended above them. The
splendour of the L.ORD also ascended
from the centre of the city, and rested
upon the hill to the east of the town.

24 Tkewind then raised me and brought
me to Kasdim, to the Transportation,
—in the vision,—in the spirit of Gop.
And the vision which I had seen
departed from me, I afterwards re-
ported to the Transports all the
things from the EVER-LIVING that I
had seen,

Whe Prophet Ordered 1o Ghange
his House.
12  Another time the command of the
2 LORD came to me to say:—* Son of
Adam! You are in the midst of a
rebellious family, who have eyes to
see, and see not; they have ears to
hear, and hear not,—for they are a
3 rebellious family. Consequently, Son
of Adam, prepare your furniture for
removal,—~and remove it daily in
their sight, and remove from your
own home to another home in their
sight. Perhaps they will look on,—
although they are arebellious family.
4 So bring out your furniture, like
furniture for removal, daily, in their
sight, and go away at dusk in their
5 sight as emigrants start. In their

5

57

sight break a hole through your wall,
and go out by it. Carry a knapsack
on your shoulder in their sight. Go
outin the dark with your face covered,
and look not at the country,—for I
am making you a sign to the House
of Israel.”

I consequently did as He com-
manded me. I brought out my fur-
niture, like the furniture of an emi-
grant by day, and at evening I broke
a hole in my wall, by hand. I went
out in the dark, carrying a knapsack
on my shoulder in their sight,

But the command of the EvVER-
LIVING came to me in the morning
to ask, ** Son of man, when the House
of Israel, the rebellious family, ask
what you were doing? Say to them,
* Thus says the MiGHTY ILORD,

‘* *This burden will load all Jeru-
salem, and all the House of Israel
who are among them. Say, I am a
sign to you,—as I have done, so it
shall be done to them,—they will be
transported to captivity, and the
Prince amongst them shall have his
shoulder loaded in darkness, and go
out through the wallthey have broken
for him to go through, with covered
face, so that he may not see the
country with his eyes. For T will
spread My net over him, and take
him in My snare, and bring him to
Babel,—to the land of the Kasdim.
However he shall not see it, although
he will die there, And I will scatter
all his friends who are about him, and
all his troops, to every wind, and
draw a sword after them. Then they
will learn that Tam the EVER-LIVING,
when 1 drive them to the Heathen,
and sow them over the countries. I
will, however, rescue a part from
the sword, from the famine, and from
disease,—so that they may relate all
their depravities to the heathen
wherever they go,—and learn that I
am the EVER-LIVING.'"

6

IO

I1

I2

13

14

IS5

16

@he Besolaiion of the Boly Eand,

The command of the LORD came
again to me to say :—

*Son of Adam ! Eat your bread in
terror, and drink your water with
trembling and fear, and say to the
people of the country, Thus says the
MIGHTY LORD to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem,—to the soil of Israel. You
shall eat your bread in fear, and drink
your water in stupor, because the
country is stripped of its products by

17
18

19
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the oppression of its population.

20 Your populous cities will also become
heaps of ashes, and your country a
desert,—then you will learn that I
am the EVER-LIVING.”

A @arning against Eying
Profrerbs.

21 The command of the EVER-LIVING
came again to me to say :

22 “Son of Adam! What is this
proverb among you of the soil of
Israel, that says, ‘The times are
extended, and every vision fails!’

23 Therefore say to them, Thus says
the MIGHTY LORD: I will abolish
that proverb, and they shall not again
repeat it in Israel. Consequently
say to them, ‘The times are near,

24 and result of every vision, when there
will be no futile vision, or flattering

25 divination in the House of Israel, for
I, the EVER-LIVING, will speak,—and
the thing I say will be done,and never
averted, for in your days—you rebel-
lious family—I will speak and accom-
plish!' " says the MIGHTY LORD,

Predictions soon to Come.

26  Again the command of the EVER-
LIVING came to me to say:

27 “Son of Adam! Look! The
House of Israel say, ‘The vision
he sees is in the far future; and his

28 prophecy for distant periods!’ Con-
sequently say to them, ‘Thus says
the MIGHTY LORD, I will not delay
longer, whatever 1 say it will be
done!’’’ the MIGHTY LORD declares.

13 The command of the LORD came
to me again to say:—

Benunciation of Sham Proplets.

2 ‘““Son of Adam! Preach against
the preachers of Israel, and say to
the preachers of their own inventions,
~—* Listen tothe message of the EVER-

3 LIVING! Thus says the MIGHTY
LoRrRD to the wicked preachers who

follow. their own invention, and see .

4 nothing. Your preachers, Israel,
5 are like foxes in the ruins. They
have not mounted to the breaches;
they have not defended the walls for
the House of Israel, standing in the
battle, in the day of the EVER-LIVING !
6 You see deception and divine a lie,—
crying, ‘ Thus says the LOrRD !’ when
the EVER-LIVING has not sent you,
—while they hoped for a reliable
7 messenger, Have you not invented

a false vision ?—and divined a lying
tale, when you asserted, ‘ The EVER-
LIVING says,’—and I never spoke ? "

Therefore thus says the MiGuTY
ILORD, * Because you speak falsehcod
and invent a lie,—I am absolutely
opposed to you,” says the MIGHTY
Lorp. *‘* My hand will be against the
preachers of false visions, and the
diviners of a lie. They shall not
come to the Council of My People,
nor be recorded in the records of the
House of Israel, nor shall they arrive
at the soil of Israel,—until they learn
that I amthe EVER-LIVING ; because,
and because they have deluded My
people by exclaiming, * Peace !’ when
there was no peace, and build that
as a fence, and then daubed it with
mortar,

‘* Say to the mortar daubers, It will
fallt A swishing shower will come,
—and I will send flinging hail stones,
and a raging tearing wind, when the
wall will fa]l! Then will they not
ask you, ‘Where is the daub you
daubed upon it ?’

* However,” the MIGHTY LORD says
this, **I will smash it by a wind in My
fury, and a sweeping rain shall come
in My anger, and hailstones in My
indignation to destroy, and break the
wall down, that you daubed with
mortar, and break it to the earth,
and bare its foundations, and it shall
fall with you under it! Then you
willlearn that I am the EVER-LIVING.
Thus I will satisfy My indignation
against the wall, and those who
daubed it with mortar, when I ask
you, ' Where is the wall ? and where
is its daubing?’ You Preachers of
Israel, who preach to Jerusalem,
and view visions of peace for her,—
when there is no peace,” says the
EVER-LIVING,

* But you, son of Adam, set your
face against the daughters of your
people,—the preacheresses out of
their own invention,—and preach
against them,—and say, Thus says
the MIGHTY LORD; _

* Woe to the sewers of pillows to
the sides of their arms! Who put
cushions of all heightson their heads
to hunt souls!—the hunted souls of
My people,—and living souls for
yourselves! And you have degraded
Me to My people for handfuls of
barley, and bits of bread! to kill the
souls who would not have died, and
to revive the souls that ought not to
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be revived, for your lies, by My people
listening to your lies! Therefore
thus says the MIGHTY LORD :—I am
against the pillows that you hunt the
flying souls with, and will tear them
off from your arms, and liberate the
souls you hunt,—the flying souls! So
I will tear the pillows and deliver My
people from your hands, and they
shall be no more in your favour to be
hunted. Then you will learn that I
am the EVER-LIVING; although you
grieved the righthearted by falsehood,
when I had not made them sad,—and
encouraged the wicked not to turn
from his wicked way of life, There-
fore you shall not again have sham
visions and divinations, for I will
deliver My People from your hands.
Then you will learn that I am the
EVER-LIVING,"

A Atessage to his Wicked Wisitors.

14 Once some of the men from the

2

3

6

nobles of Israel came and sat before
me, when the EVER-LIVING com-
manded me to say :—

“Son of Adam! these men have
erected idols in their hearts, and put
the block of their passions before their
face. Ought they to enquire of Me ?
Therefore speak to them, and say :i—
‘Thus says the MiIGHTY LORD,—to
every one of the House of Israel who
sets up his idolsin his heart, and puts
the block of his passions before his
face, and comes to the prophet,—I,
the EVER-LIVING will answer him
about it, by his numerous idols, so
that I may catch the House of Israel
in their hearts, where they have
separated themselves from Me, for
their numerous idols.’

“ Therefore say to the House of
Israel, Thus says the MIGHTY LORD,
‘Turn, turn from your idols! and
from all your depravities,—turn your
faces! For every one of the House of
Israel,and of the foreignerswhoreside
with Israel, who has separated him-
self from following Me, and has set
up idols in-his heart, and placed the
block of his passions before his face,
-—yet come to the Preacher for him
to enquire of Me! I, the EVER-LIV-
ING, will answer him for Myself!
and set My face against that man,
and set him for a wonder, and pro-
verb, and an outcast from My People.
Then you will learn that I am the
EVER-LIVING.

9 "And if the Preacher misleads,
559

when delivering a command, I, the
EVER-LIVING have not! misled that
Preacher! So I will then extend M y
hand to him,and desolate him among
My People Israel! Thusthey will bear 1o
their fault,—both the Preacher and en-
quirer will be alike, so that the House 11
of Israel may no more be deluded by
seductions, and no more defile itseif
by all their wickedness, but may
become My People, and I become
their Gop,” says the MIGHTY LORD.

®od’s Message to @ichedly YPerberse
fations.

The command of the EVER-LIVING 12
also came to me to say :

“Son of Adam! Whena country 13
sins against Me very perversely, and
I stretch My hand against it, and
break from it the staff of bread, and
send it famine, and cut off from it
men and cattle, if these three men, 14
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it,
they might deliver their own lives by
their goodness,” says the MIGHTY
LoRrD. ‘IfIsent savage beastsupon 15
a country and it is desolated, so that
no one crosses it because of the
beasts, if these three men were in it,— 16
by My life,” said the MIGHTY LORD,
‘““they should preserve neither sons
nor daughters,—they should only
preserve themselves,—and the coun-
try should become desolate! Or if 17
I bring a sword against that country,
and cut off from it men and cattle,
and have said to the sword, ‘Pass
over the land, and cut off from it men
and cattle,’ although these three men 18
were in it, by My life,” says the
MiIGHTY LORD, ‘they shouid not
preserve sons nor daughters, but only
preserve themselves. Or if I send a 1¢
disease to that country, and pour out
My indignation upon it in blood, to cut
men and cattle off from it,—although 20
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, by
My life,” said the MIGHTY LORD,
‘““they should not preserve sons or
daughters by their goodness,—they
might preserve their own lives!
Then,” thus said the MiGHTY LORD, 21
* what will it be when I send My four
great judgments, plague, the sword,.
and famine, and beasts against Jerusa-
lem, to cut off from it men and cattle ?

1 Note.—Ch. 14, vv. g, 11. Itis clear that

ascribe has dropped the Hebrew negative b}",‘ ’
which I restore for the sense.
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22 ‘A portion, however,of her sonsand
daughters shall escape as fugitives.
They shall come out to you, and you
can see their ways and proceedings,
and console them about all the
suffering that I brought upon Jerusa-
lem,—all that I brought on her. They
will also console you when they see
your ways and proceedings,—and you
will learn that I have not done to her
what I did causelessly,” the MIGHTY
LoRD said.

23

¥srael Gompared to o Bead Wine
Branch.

15 The message of the EVER-LIVING
2 came again to me asking, ‘ Son of
Adam! what is done with the Vine
among the trees? The branch that

3 was with the trees of the forest? Is
wood taken from it to make anything
for use? They take none of it,
except to hang something upon!

4 Both ends of it are put in the fire to
be consumed,—the fire will devour
the middle of it. Is it useful for

5 working? Indeed when it was
perfect, it could not be made of
use,~—how then wheén the fire has
consumed, and burnt, can it be made
into anything ?

6 ‘' Therefore,” thussaid the MIGHTY
Lorp, “like the vine among the
trees of the forest, which they put
upon the fire to be consumed, so I
will put the population of Jerusalem,

7 and set My face against them. They
have grown for the fire,—and the fire
shall consume them,—then you will
learn that I am the EVER-LIVING,
when I turn My face against them,

8 and make the country a waste,
because of their perversity,” the
MIGHTY LORD said.

A Message to Jerusalem on her
$ins,
16 The message of the EVER-LIVING
2 came again to me to say; ‘ Son of
Adam, inform Jerusalem of her
3 depravities, and proclaim, Thus says
the MIGHTY LORD to Jerusalem; By
origin and race you are of the land
of Canan l—your father an Amorite,
4 and your mother a Hitite! And ut
your nativity,—on the day of your
birth, your navel was not cut, nor
were you washed clean with water,
nor salted with salt, nor swathed
5 with bandages. No eye pitied you,
to do any of these to you, from

affection for you, but you were flung
on the surface of the earth, an out-
cast life on the day of your birth !
1, however, passed near you, and
saw you wallowing in your blood,
and said to you in your bleeding,
‘Live!’ and repeated to you when
bleeding, ‘ Live!’ Then I made you
grow like the plants of the field, and
you flourished and grew up, and

became very beautiful! Your breasts -

developed, and your hair grew and
you were a beauty of beauties ;—yet
you were naked and bare.
passed by you, and looked at you,
and saw yours was the time for
lovers, so I threw My cloak over you,
and covered your nakedness, and
made you a promise, and produced a,
contract to you,"” says the MIGHTY
LORrRDp, “and you became Mine.

But I 8

Then I washed you in water, and 9

swept your blood from you, and
refreshed you with oil, and clothed
you in embroidery and shod you with
sealskin, and girdled you with mustin,
robed you in silk, and adorned you
with jewellery, and put bracelets on
your wrists, and a collar on your
neck, I also put a locket on your
brow, and earrings on your ears, and
a beautiful turban on your head, and
ornaments of gold and silver, and
your clothing was fine muslin, and
silk, and embroidery. And I fed you
with fine flour, and honey, and oil,
and you were very beautiful, and you
grew to be a Queen! Then your
fame for beauty went out to the
nations,—for it was perfect, from My
majesty that I had put upon you,”
said the MIGHTY LORD. * You,
however, relied upon your beauty,
and whored upon your fame, and
poured out your fornication to every
traveller who might come! And you
took your robes and made yourself
luxurious couches, and fornicated
upon them,— without payment or
fee! You also took your beautiful
jewels,—My gold, and My silver,—
which I had given to you, and made
yourself forms like males, and forni-
cated ‘with them! And took your
bordered robes and covered them,
and put My oil, and My incense
before them! And My bread of fine
flour, oil, and honey, which I had
given you to eat, you placed before
them for a dainty, and it was a
dainty,” says the MIGHTY LORD,
“ And you took your sons and your
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daughters, whom you had borne to
Me, and have sacrificed them to be
devoured !1

“ Were your whoredoms nothing ?

21 but that you must murder My
children, and give them to be passed

22 round as food? And in all your
depravities, and all your whoredoms,
have you not remembered the days
of your youth, when you were naked
and bare? and were wallowing in

23 your blood ? But now after ali your
wickedness, Woe, woe to you!" says

24 the MIGHTY LORD, *you have built
yourself a mound, and made yourself

25 an erection in every square ! and at
the top of every street you have con-
structed couches, and prostituted
your beauty, and spread your legs
for every passenger, and increased
your whoredoms !

26  *You have also fornicated with the
big-bodied sons of the Mitzeraim,
your neighbours,— and multiplied

27 your whoredoms to provoke Me. So
now 1 have extended My hand
against you, and will diminish your
allowance, and give you to the will
of your haters, the daughters of the
Philistines.—Will they shame you
from your vile ways?

28 '*You alsowhored with Ashur,~—but
were notsatiated! Then whored with
them again,—~and were not satiated |

29 Then you extended your fornications
to the land of merchants, the Kasdim.
But even by that you were not

30 satiated! Why! your heart should
have been sick,” says the MIGHTY
Lorp, *at your doing all these
things,-—~the acts of an impudent,

3t whorish woman! At your building
mounds at the top of every road,
and making your erections in every
square;—and were not like a harlot,

32 —for you scorned pay. You were an
adulterous wife; taking strangers

33 instead of her husband! They give
pay to every prostitute, but you gave
pay toyour lovers! and bribed them to
come to ycu from round about to

34 whore you. And you are different
to other women with your whore-
mongers,—they do not follow you to

1 NoTE.—Ch. 16, v. 20, This striking phrase
clearly indicates that cannibalism, even on
their own children by their parents, was one
of the horrors of the Pagan worshig of the
apostate Hebrews. We need not therefore
wonder at the unmeasured Divine denuncia-
tio% against their toleration of paganism.—
F.F.

fornicate,—but you give them pay,
and they give not pay to you—so
you are different! "

Therefore, harlot, hear the message 35
of the EVER-LIVING. Thus says the 36
MIGHTY LORD: ‘* Because your filth =~
was poured out, and your nakedness
uncovered, for your fornications with
your lovers, and for all your depraved
idols, and because of the blood of
your children who were given to
them,—I will in consequence collect 37
all your paramours with whom you
luxuriated, and all whom you have
loved, with all whom you hated,—I
will collect them against you from
around, and strip your shame before
them, and they shall see your shame!
Then I will punish you with the 38
punishment that adulteresses and
murderesses are punished with, and
shed your blood with indignation and
contempt. Yes! I will put you in 39
their power, and they will overturn
your mounds, and throw down your
erections, and strip off your clothes,
and seize your beautiful jewels, and
make you sit naked and bare., Then 40
I will bring a mob about you, and
they will kill you by stoning, and
hack you with their swords, and burn
your houses with fire, and execute 41
justice upon you in the sight of a
crowd of women,—when you will
cease from your whoredom, —and
never again give your payments.
That is how I will gratify My indig- 42
nation uponyou! Then My rage will
turn from you, and I can rest, and
be no more provoked. Because you 43
did not remember the days of your
youth, but irritated Me by all those
things,—consequently I will put your
habiton your head,” says the MiGHTY
Lorp, *“for have you not practised
this vice beyond all your depravities ?

“Look! Everyone can repeat this 44
proverb against you, ‘ Like mother,
like daughter!' You are your 45
mother's daughter! she loathed her
husband and children ;—and the
sister of your sisters;—they loathed
their husbands, and their children:
—their mother was a Hitite, and
their father an Amorite. Your elder 46
sister is Shomercn, and her daughters
who sit at your left, and your younger
sister is Sodom and her daughters
who sit at your right. And have you 47
not walked on their road? and as
they did, and as they depraved them-
selves, have not you done? That
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was little ! for you corrupted yourself
more than they in every way !

48 “ By My life!' says the MIGHTY
L.OoRD, * Sodom, your sister, she and
her daughters did not do what you
and your daughters have done!

49 Look! This was the fault of Sodom,
your sister —pride, gluttony, and
careless ease, were hers, and her
daughters’' ; and that she did not
support the house of the poor and

50 wretched. They were also haughty,
and practised depravity before Me, so
I swept them away as you have seen.

51 ‘“And Shomeron did not sin half
your sins, for you increased your
depravities more than her ;—and you
have made an excuse for your sister
by all the depravities you have

52 practised! So hear your own dis-
grace, since you blamed your sisters
about your own sins, in which you
have depraved yourself.—They were
more excusable than you.—However,
be ashamed of yourself, and bear your
infamy, by the excuse you have made
for your sisters !

53 ‘“So I will turn away the slavery of
the slaves of Sodom, and her daugh-
ters;—and the slavery of Shomeron,
and her daughters, and the slavery of

54 yourslaves amongst them ; so that you
may bear infamy, and be ashamed
of all that you have done to excuse

55 them! Your sister, Sodom, however,
and her daughters were captured
first; then Shomeron and Ther
daughters were captured in antici-
pation ; and now your daughters are

56 captured previous to yourself! But
yet your sister Sodom was not heard
of from your mouth in the day of

57 your pride, before your vices were
discovered, at the time of the insult
to the daughters of Aram, and her
neighbours,—the daughters of the
‘Philishtim, who were flogged around

58 you, for the wickedness and depravi-
ties you yourself possessed!’ the
EVER-LIVING says.

59 ‘' Therefore,” the MIGHTY LORD
says it, ‘I have done to you, as you
have done.—as you treated your oath
with contempt, and broke the
contract,

60 ‘““ However, I will call to mind
My contract with you in the days of
your youth,—and make a lasting

61 contract with you, when you reflect
on your ways and your infamy
during your marriage, along with
your elder sister, and your younger,

—and I will give them to you for
attendants, but not for your control.
Thus I will settle a contract with 62
you, when you learn that I am
Master ! so that you may reflect and 63
be ashamed, and never again make
for yourself an open path for your
infamy,—after I have forgiven you
for all you have done,” says the
MIGHTY LORD,

@5ehiel Oriered to make a Passle
ont of a Vine-plant.

Again the message of the EVER- 17
LIVING came to me saying (—

*“Son of Adam! Make a puzzle 2
and an enigma about the House of
Israel, and say, ‘Thus says the 3
MIGHTY LORD, There was a great
eagle with big strong spreading
wings, full of variegated feathers, who
came to Lebanon, and seized his
cedar boughs,—the topmost shoots, 4
—broke them off, and carried them
to the Land of Trade,—planting them
in the Town of Merchants. He also §
took some of the seed from that
country, and sowed it on a seed-field,
near plenty of water,—he planted it
like a willow, and it grew, and 6
became like a luxuriant vine; low in
height, with branches twisting on
themselves, and its roots were under
it. Thus it became a vine, and pro-
duced and sent out shoots.

“But there was another Great 7
Eagle with big wings, and many
feathers, and you see this vine turned
its roots towards him, and sent out
branches for him to water it,—on the 8
open field by plenty of water where it
was set to produce grapes,—to bear
fruit, and be a glorious vine.

** Ask this," said the MIGHTYLORD, g
“will it prosper? Will he not cut
off its roots, shoots, and fruit? and
make all its flourishing leaves wither,
even without a strong arm, or many
people to pull it up from the roots?
So look! having been planted will it 10
prosper ?—will it not at the approach
of the East Wind wither on the bed
where it grows?"

Again the message of the EVER- 11
LIVING came to me to say:—

** Ask the rebellious family, Do you 12
not know what this thing means ? You
saw the king of Babel came to Jeru-
salem, and he took its king and
princes, and brought them with him
to Babel. Then he took some of the 13
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Royal Family, and made a treaty
with it, and brought it to the oath,
and took the nobles from the
14 country, so that the kingdom might
be depressed, and unable to rise,—
and be kept standing by the treaty.
15 It, however, revolted from it by
sending ambassadors to Mitzer to
give it cavalry and a great army,
Having done this, will it prosper and
escape? And having broken the
16 treaty, can it escape ? By My life,”
says the MIGHTY LORD, “in the
house of the king who made him
king, in which he is a captive, and
where he has broken the treaty,—in
the country of Babel, he shall die!
17 Nor shall Pharoh succeed with him
in the war by his great force, or
numerous army, by heaping up
embankments, or building ramparts,
18 and destroying many lives, although
he despised. the oath, and broke the
treaty! Be sure although he has
given his hand, and done all this,—
he shall not escape.”

@The Parable of the Tord's @ednr
on the Wigh Will.

19 The MIGHTY LORD therefore says
this, “1 will bring My oaths that he
has despised, and My treaty that he

20 has broken, on his own head, and
spread My net over him. Yes! [
will lay My snare, and bring him to
Babel, and condemn him there for all

21 that he has wronged Me. And all
his flying troops shall fall by the
sword;—and theremnants be scattered
to the winds—then you will learn
that I am the EVER-LIVING Who has
said it!"

22 Thus says the MIGHTY Lorp; 1
also will take a branch of atall cedar,
and plant it—from the top of its
twigs I will pluck a tender shoot, and

23 plant it on a high and noble hill,—I
will plant it on the highest hill of
Israel where it will shoot up boughs
and produce fruit, and become a
glorious cedar, and birds of every
kind will fix their homes in the

24 shadow of its branches. Then all

~ the trees of the field will learn that I,
the EVER-LIVING, have depressed
the lofty tree,—and exalted the
lowly tree,—have exhausted the
vigorous tree, and made the dry tree
flourish,—that I, the EVER-LIVING,
have promised, and done it."”

The Proterk of Sour Grapes.

The command of the EVER-LIVING
again came to me to ask ;—

“What do you mean quoting this
proverb in the land of Israel, whicn
says, ‘ The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are
set on edge?’ By Mylife,” says the
MIGHTY LORD, * you need never
again quote that proverb in Israel!

‘ Look ! all persons are Mine ! both
the person of the father and the
person of the son, are mine :—there-
fore the sinning person shall die!
So the man who may be good, and
practise justice and goodness,—who
does not sacrifice on the hills, and
does not lift up his eyes to the idols
of the House of Israel, and does not
corrupt the wife of his neighbour,
and has not approached a woman
under a vow,—who has not oppressed
anyone by extortion,—has returned
the debtor his pledge,—has not robbed,
—has given the hungry his bread,—
and clothed the naked,—who hag not
lent on usury, and has not exacted
exorbitant interest,—who has turned
his hand from evil,—and has prac-
tised justly and truly between man
and man,—who has followed My insti-
tutions and kept My decrees,—and
done truly and rightly,—he shall
possess life,” says the MIGHTY
Lorp,

*“But should he beget a son, who
is a bloodshedder, or does exactly
contrary to the above, or does not
practise any of them,—but who sacri-
fices on the hills,—and corrupts the
wife of his neighbour,—who oppresses
the poor and wretched,—steals as a
thief,—does not restore the pledge to
his debtor,—and lifts up his eyes to
idols to practise depravity,—who lends
on usury, and exacts exorbitant in-
terest,—he, then, shall not live ;—

- having practised the whole of these

villainies, he shall die,—his blood
shall be upon him.

* But should he beget a son, who
sees all the sins that his father has
practised, and reflects and does not
do like them,—who does not sacrifice
on the hills,—~does not raise up his
eyes to the idols of the House of
Israel,—~does not corrupt his neigh-
bour’s wife,—~who oppressesno one,—
has not withheld a pledge,~—has not
stolen like thieves,—has given his
bread to the hungry,—and covered
the naked with clothes, and turned his
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hand to the poor,—who hae not taken
usury or exorbitantinterest,—whohas
practised justice,—who has followed
My Institutions,—he shall not die
for the fault of his father,—he shall
live,

to, will not be remembered, because
of his vices that he commits, and the
sins he sins,—he will die by them.
“But, you may say, ‘The course 2¢
of the ALMIGHTY is not straight.’
* Listen, however, House of Israel!
If My course is not straight, are not

““When the good man turns from 26
his right-doing, and practises wicked-
ness, and dies in it,—he dies wicked.
And when the wicked turns from his 27
wickedness that he was used to, and
does justly and rightly, that person
lives by it;—for he reflected and 28
abandoned all his wickedness that
he was accustemed to in his life, He

"“Yet the House of Israel say, 29
*The course of the ALMIGHTY is not

“House of Israel! are not your

‘““Consequently I will judge you, 30
everyone according to his ways,
House of Israel,” the MIGHTY LORD
declares. * Change and turn your-
selves from all your sins, and do not
let your passions bean impediment to
you! Fling all your wickedness in 31
which you sinned from you, and
make yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit,—for why should you die?
House of Israel? For I do not de- 32
light in t} e death of the dying,” says
the M1GHTY LORD, * therefore turn,

And you !—raise a lament over the 19
princes of Israel, and say:— 2

18 ' His father,—becausehedefrauded
and robbed,—as above, and produced | your courses crooked?
no benefit amongst his people,—be
sure will die for his own faults.
19 ‘' But, you may ask, why should
not the son bear the faults of his
father?
““When the son does justly and
rightly, and regards all My Institu-
tions, and practises them,—he shall
20 live. The sinning person himself
shall die;—the son shall not bear | will not die!
the faults of the father,—and the
father shall not bear the faults of the
son. The goodness of the good shall | straight!’
be on him, and the wickedness of the
21 wicked be upon himself. But when | courses crooked?
the wicked turns from his sin that he
has done, and regards all My Institu-
tions, and practises justice and right,
22 —he shall live,—not die. All the
wickedness he has dore will not be
remembered against him, because of
the goodness that he then practises.
23 ‘“Have I any pleasure in the death
of the wicked ?” the MIGHTY LORD
asks,—*‘‘ I would rather he should turn
from his wicked course and live,
24 ‘' But if a good man abandons his
goodness, and does wrong in the
manner that all the wicked are used | and live!"’
to deprave themselves, all the right-
eousness which he was accustcmed
The Famentation.
What was your mother? A lioness couched among lions
Among the young lions she nourished her whelps!
3 And one of her cubs became The Young Lion,—
' And learnt to tear plunder,—devouring men !
4 But the nations heard of him and caught in their pit,
And they brought in a cage to the land of Mitz'raim.
5 When she saw as she watched that her darling was gone,
She selected a whelp, and made him the young lion ;
6 And he marched in the midst of the lions a king!
And learnt to tear plunder,—devouring men !
7 Guessed the weak ones and ruined,—and ravaged the cities,
And all the land rang with the sound of his roars!
8 Then the nations came on him around from their forts,
And flung on him their net, and secured in their pit,
9 And put in a cage, and brought to Babel's king,

Who confined in a den,—that he should not resound
His voice for the future on Israel’s hills !

564



19—10 EZEKIEL. 20—21
Your mother, like you, was a vigorous vine plant, 10
Her fruit, and her branches were thick from the streams,
And strong stocks came from her, as sceptres for princes, 11
Her height touched the clouds, and showed thick leaves above.
But they plucked from the ground and flung out in a fury, Iz
And her fruit is dried up by a wind from the East |
Her strong shoots are withered, and fire consumed them;
She now sits in a desert, a dry thirsty ground, 13
And fire from her stock eats the single bunch left her, 14

Nor comes a strong shoot for a sceptre for rule,

Oh! weep for her then, and let this be her Dirge!

Home Glders enquire of the Mord, |, Thus I brought them out of the
Whbo rejects them country of the Mitzeraim, and con-

! * ducted them to the desert, and gave 11
20 It happened in the seventh year, | them the Institutions and Decrees
on the fifth of the tenth month, some that I taught; which the man who

of the old men of Israel came to en- practises will live by them. I also 12
quire of the EVER-LIVING, and sat gave them. My Sabbaths, to be a

2 before ms. Then the message of the | memorial between them and Me,
EVER-LIVING came to me to say :— that I am the EVER-LIVING, their

3 ‘''Sonof Adam! Speak to these old Sanctuary. But the House of Israel 13
men of Israel and say to them, * Thus rebelled against Me in the Desert,
asks the MIGHTY LORD: Have you | They did not follow My Institutions,

4 come to enquireof Me?' By My life | and rejected the Decrees that I had
I will not be enquired of by you,” the | made for them ; and violated My
MIGHTY LORD says, * Judge them, | Sabbaths greatly,—therefore I threat-
judge them, Son of Adam. Teach ened to pour out My wrath upon
them the depravities of their fathers, | them, to destroy them in the Desert.

5 and tell them,—Thus says the * However I worked for My NAME, 14
MIGHTY LORD. At the time Ichose | so that it might not be degraded in
Israel, and lifted up My hand to the | the sightofthe heathen, in whosesight
race of the House of Jacob, and dis- | I had brought them out. Yet 1 lifted 15
closed Myself to them in the country | up My hand to them in the Desert,
of the Mitzeraim, and lifted up My | declaring I would not bring them to
hand to them, and said, I am your | the country I had given them,—

6 EVER-LIVING GOD; at that time when flowing with milk and honey,—the
I raised My hand to them to bring | most splendid of all lands,—because 16
them from the land of the Mitzeraim | they rejected My Decrees, and did
to the country I intended for them, | not walk in My Institutions,—and
flowing with milk and honey,—itis | profaned My Sabbaths—for they went
the most splendid of all countries;— | after the idols of their hearts | How- 17

7 I said to each of them,* Fling away | ever, My eye refrained from destroy-
the pollutions from your eyes,and do | ing, and I did not make an end of
not corrupt yourselves with the idols | them in the Desert., But I said to 18
of the Mitzeraim. I 'am your EVER- |} their children in the Desert, * Do not

8 LIVING GOD!' But they rebelled | walk after the ideas of your fathers,
‘against Me, and were not desirous to nor follow their decisions, nor corrupt
listen toMe. Every one of them did . yourselves with their Idols; I am 19
not fling away the pollutions of his your EVER-LIVING GOp! Walk ac-
eyes, nor did they abandon the idols cording to My Institutions, and pre-
of the Mitzeraim y—therefore I threat- | serve My Decrees, and practise them ;
ened to pour out My indignation | and sanctify My Sabbaths, and let 20
upon them, to assuage My anger at | them be a memorial between Me and
them . in the land of the Mitzeraim., you, to teach you that I am your

9 However, I acted, because of My | EVER-LIVING GOD.'
name, so as not to degrade it in the ' But the children also rebélled 2p
sight of the heathen amongst whom | against Me| They did not walk by
they were ;—in whose sight I dis- | My Institutions, and did not preserve
covered Myself to them,—and brought | My Decrees, and practise them,—

10 them out from the land of Mitzer. which if a man practises he will live
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by them. They profaned My Sab-
baths,—therefore I threatened to pour
My indignation upon them in the

22 Desert. However I withdrew My
hand, and acted for My NAME,—so
that it might not be degraded in the
sight of the heathen, in whose pre-

23 sence I had brought them out. Yet
I raised My hand to them in the
Desert to scatter them among the
Nations, and to disperse them in the

24 countries, because they had not
practised My Decrees, and had re-
Jected My Institutions, and profaned
My Sabbaths, and their eyes followed

25 the Idols of their fathers. And I
consequently appointed them Imper-
fect Institutions, and Decrees that

26 could not give life to them! ThusI
made them polluted in the gifts to
themselves—in coming upon every
opener of the womb,—so that I might
fix them, and that they might learn
that I am the EVER-LIVING.

27  ‘‘Therefore, son of man, speak to
the House of Israel, and tell them,
Thus says the MIGHTY LORD,—Your
fathers always outraged Me thus,

28 with resolute perversity. However I
brought them to the country I had
raised My hand to give them, and
they admired all its lofty hills, and
all its shady woods, and sacrificed
their sacrifices there, and presented
their offensive gifts, and placed there
sweet perfume, and drank their

29 drinks! But I asked them, ‘What
are these Columns that you go to,
and whose name is called at the
Column to this day ?’

30 ‘“ Consequently say this to the
House of Israel, ' Thus the MIGHTY
Lorp asks, Will you corrupt your-
selves in the same way as your
ancestors, and fornicate as filthily as

31 them? and offer your foul gifts to
this day, in passing your children
through the fire to all your idols?
Why should I answer you, House of
Israel 2’ By My life,” says the
MiGHTY LORD, “I will not be con-

32 sulted by you! Yet what arises in
your mind shall net beeffected,—when
you say, ' We will become like the
heathen,—like the families of the
countries, and worship wood and

33 stone!’ By My life,” saysthe M1GHTY
Lorp, *if I will not reign over you
with a strong hand, and directing arm,

34 and with pouring indignation; and
bring you out from the Peoples, and
collect you from the countries where

I have scattered you with a strong
hand, and directing arm, and pouring
indignation, and bring you to the 35
desert of the Peoples, and judge you
there face to face, as I judged your 36
ancestors in the desert of the land of
the Mitzeraim, so 1 will judge you,”
says the MIGHTY LORD, * and pass 37
you under the rod, and bring you to
the bonds of the Treaty. But I will 38
expel from youthe rebelsandrevolters
against Me. I will bring them from
the country where they were lodged,
but they shall not enter the land of
Israel ;—then you will learn that I am
the EVER-LIVING.—But you, of the 39
House of Israel,—go everyone and
serve his idols, and afterwards, if
you will not obey Me, yet do not
again outrage My HoLy NAME with
your gifts and your idolatries,—for in 40
my Holy Hill, and the High Mountain

of Israel,” says the MIGHTY Lorp,
‘“all the House of Israel will serve Me
perfectly in the lands of their country,
—and I will there demand your way-
ings,and first fruits, and gifts, with all
your consecrations. I will delight 41
in your perfumes, when I bring you
out from the Peoples, and collect
from the countries where I had scat-
tered you, and I will make My NaME
respected through you in the sight of
the heathen. Then you will learn 42
that I am the EVER-LIVING, when I
have brought you to the soil of Israel,
—the land that I raised My hand to
give to your ancestors, and you will 43
then reflect upon your courses and
all your ways by whichyou corrupted
yourselves, and be loathsome in your
own eyes, because of all the vices you
have practised. You will also recog- 41
nise that I, the EVER-LIVING, work
for you because of My NaME,—not
because of your vicious ways and
rotten courses, House of Israel,” says
the EVER-LIVING.,

The Boom of Theman,

The command of the Lord cameto 21
me again to say:

“Son of Adam! Set your face to- 2
wards Theman, and set it to the south
wind, and preach against the forest
of the south country, and say to the 3
forest of the south, ‘ Listen to the
message of the EVER-LIVING! Thus
says the MIGHTY Lorp! I will light
a fire in you, and devour all your
green trees, and every withered tree.
It will burn unquenchably, and every-
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thing will be scorched before it, from
south to north. Then every person
will learn that I, the EVERLIVING,
have kindled it unquenchably !’
But I replied, *“ Ah, EVER-LIVING,
do they not say he talks in enigmas? "’

Benouncing the $ins of Fsrael.

Again the command of the EVERr-
LIVING came to me to say:

“Son of Adam! Set your face to-
wards Jerusalem, and let it trip to the
Sanctuaries, and preach against the
soil of Israel, and say to the soil of
Israel, Thus says the Lord: ‘I am
against you! and will draw My sword
from itssheath,and cutoff from youthe
righteous and the wicked ! Then when
I have cut off from you the righteous
and the wicked, My sword shall pro-
ceed against every person from the
south to the north ! when every person
will learn that I, the EVER-LIVING,
having drawn My sword from its
sheath, will never return it.’

‘“Consequently you, Son of Adam,
sigh I—sigh with shaking waist, and
bitterness;—sigh in their sight. And
then if they say to you, ‘ For what do
yousigh ? * you must reply, ‘ At the re-
port that has come.’ So letevery heart
sink, and all hands weaken, and every
spirit faint, and all knees tremble
like water! for the event will come to
pass,” says the MIGHTY LORD.

The Stuord of the Son of God.

The command of the EVER-LIVING
again came to me to say :—* Son of
Adam, proclaim and say, ‘ Thus says
the EVER-LIVING ! Exclaim, a sword !
A sword! Sharp and bright. It is
sharpened for slaughter! That it may
be destructive lightning! or the
gleamingsceptre of My Son that melts
every tree! It is endowed with bril-
liancy to be held in His hand; it is
a sharp sword,—it is bright,—it is
given to the hand of slaughter!

*“ Shriek and howl, Son of Adam,
for it will come to My People! It will
reach all the princes of Israel! My
People will be terrified by that sword !
Therefore slap your thigh, because of
the trial. And what if even the
Gleaming Sceptre cannot endure it ? '
the MIGHTY LORD asks.

“‘But you, Son of Adam, preach,
strike hand on hand, and triplicate
the sword twice! The murderous

sword !—the mighty,murderous sword,

JAlas!

that penetrates to them! For terror

of heart, and the furious attacks on
all their gates, I will fix the threaten-
ing sword point. I will make it like
lightning flashing to slaughter ! Rush

to the right hand! Turn to the left!

Come! Fix your face! Yet I also
and satisfy My

will clap My hands,
indignation,— I, the EVER-LIVING,
have said it! "

Gxehiel Ordered o make a MMap

20

21

22

of

the Rine of March of the Ring

of Bahel.

The command of the EVER-LIVING
came again to me to say :—

** And now, Son of Adam! appoint
for yourself two ways; sketch for
yourself two ways for the entrance
of the sword of the King of Babel.
Let them both start from the same
district, and when depicting it,depict
a city at the end of the roads. You
must depict the route of the sword to
Rabath of the Beni-Amon, and to
Judah, to besiege Jerusalem. Then
depict the King of Babel at the Head
of the two ways deciding which is the
road to take,—by the shaking of
arrows; asking of the Terephim ;
looking attheliver! Letthe decision
come on his right hand, for Jeru-
salem! to erect batteries, to break
her side,—to slaughter on the hills,
—to shout with roarings ;—to fix
batteries against her gates,—to heap
up an embankment, to construct
ramparts. Yet it will be a silly tale
in the sight of those who swore the
oaths. Yet he remembers their fault
and will seize it.

* Therefore,” thus says the
MIGHTY LORD, * because you have
called your fault to remembrance, by
publishing your sins, and displaying
your offences, in all your proceedings,
—because you have reminded about
yourselves, you will be caught.

‘“But for you, wicked, wounded
Prince of Israel, whose day has
come, with the time of this last
fault,”—the MIGHTY LORD declares
it, * I will remove your turban, and
take off your crown. He shall not
be himself! I will throw down the
high, and lift up the low! Alas!
Alas! I will overthrow this
city! It shall never be revived until
its rightful OWNER comes,—when I
will give it to Him !’
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