THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL

AND JUDAH.

BY ISAIAH-BEN-AMOZ, THE PROPHET.
(See Second Chronicles, Ch. 32, v. 32.)

BOOK V.
THE MONARCHICAL PERIOD.

THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS.

(B.c. 1015.) Babid grotus sld and
helpless.

1 BUT King David grew old and
advanced in years, and they
covered him with clothing, but he felt

2 no warmth, so his officers said to him,
- Let us seek for your Majesty a
young maiden, and let her attend the
king, and be -a nurse and lie at your
breast, and warm your Majesty.”

3 They therefore sought for the fairest
girl in all the bounds of Israel, and
found Abishag the Shunamite, and

4 brought her to the king. The girl |

was very beautiful, and she was
nurse to the king and attended to
him, but the king never married
her.

(B:c. 1015.) Adonial attempts io be

made Ring.

5 ‘Then Adoniah, the son of Khagith,
raised himself, saying, “I will be
king,” so he prepared a carriage and
horses, and fifty men to run before

6 him, for his father never restrained
him at any time by asking, ‘“ What
are you doing? "’ Hewas very hand-
some, and was born next after

% Absalom. He also made an agree-
ment with J'oab-ben-Zeruiah, and
Abiathar the priest, and they helped

8 Adoniah forward. But Zadok the
priest, and Beniah-ben-Jhoiadah, and
Nathan the Reciter, and Shemai, and

Rai, and the Heroes who were with
David, were not with Adoniah.

Adoniah, however, sacrificed sheep 9

and oxen, and fat calves, at. Aben-
Zakhleth, which is near Ainrogel,and
he invited all his brothers, the king’s
sons, and all the nobles of Judah in
the king's service. He did not,
however, invite Nathan the Reciter,

and Beniah, and the Heroes, or

Solomon his brother. Nathan there-
fore spoke to Bathsheba the mother
of Solomon, saying, ** Have youheard
that Adoniah, the son of Khagith,
reigns, and our master David does
not know it? So now go, reflect
with yourself and protect your own
life, and the life of your son Solomon.
Go, and proceed to King David, and
say to him ‘Did not your Majesty
promise to your handmaid that
Solomon your son shall reign after
me, and sit upon my throne? Then
why is Adoniah reigning?’ . Then
whilst you are speaking thus with the
king, I will come after you, and con-
firm your statement.”

Bathsheba consequently went to
the king in his chamber. The king,
however, was very old, and Abishag
the Shunamite was attending on the
king, when Bathsheba approached
and bowed to the king, and the king
asked, ** What is the matter?”

And she replied to him, ‘‘ Did not
my Prince swear to your handmaid
by your EVER-LIVING GOD, that
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¢ Solomon your son shall reign after
18 me and sit upon my throne?’ But
now, see, Adoniah reigns, and your
19 Majesty does notknow it. And he is
sacrificing oxen, and fat calves, and
sheep, in plenty, and has invited all
the sons of the king, and Abiathar
the Priest, and J'oab the commander
, of the army,—but he has not invited
20 your servant Solomon. And now,
your Majesty, the eyes of all Israel
are upon you, to inform them who
shall sit upon the throne of your
21 Majesty after you; because when
your Majesty lies down with your
fathers, I, and Solomon your son
will be offensive.”
22 And then, whilst she wastalking to
the king, Nathan the reciter came,
23 and they reported to the king, saying,
: “ Nathan the Reciteris here,” and he
came before the king; and bowed
to the king with his face earthwards,
24 Then Nathan asked, ‘*Has your
Majesty commanded, ‘ Adoniah shall
reign after me? and he shall sit on
25 my throne?' For he has gone down
to-day and is sacrificing oxen, and
fat calves, and sheep in plenty, and
has invited all the king’s sons, and
the commanders of the army, and
Abiathar, the Priest, and they are
eating and drinking before him, and
26 they cry, ‘Adoniah is king!' But
for me,your servant, and for Zadok the
Priest, and for Benaiah-ben-Joiadah,
and for your servant Solomon, there
27 is no invitation.—But perhaps this
affair is from your Majesty, only you
have not informed your servants who
shall sit on your Majesty's throne
after you?"

28 Then the king answered, * Let

them call Bathsheba to me.”” So she
came to the king's presence, and
- 29 stood before the king, when the king
swore and said, ‘* By the life of the
, EVER-LIVING Who delivered me from
" 30 all my troubles, exactly as I promised

you, by the EVEHR-LIVING GOD of |

Israel, saying ‘that Solomon your
son should reign after me, and shall
sit on my throne in my place,’ I will
do it to-day 1"

31 Bathsheba consequently bent with

her face earthward, and bowed to
the king, and said, * May my Prince,
King David live for ever!"

32 Next King David said, * Fetch to.

me Zadok the Priest, and Nathan the
Reciter, and Benaiah-ben-Jhoiadah.”
And they came to the royal pre-

sence; when the king said to them, 33
* Take with you the officers of your
Prince, and let them mount Solomon
on my own horse, and go down with
him to Ghikhon, and there let Zadok 34
the Priest, and Nathan the Reciter,

-consecrate him king over Israel, and

sound a trumpet and say, ‘ Long live
King Solomon.” Then proceed with 35
him and bring him and set him on my
throne, and he shall be my Deputy-
vice-King, and I will instruct him in

- his administration over Israel and

Judah.” :

Benaiah-ben-Jhoiadah then an- 36
swered the king and said, ** Certainly,
for the EVER-LIVING GOD of your
Majesty says it. As the EVER- 37
LIVING has been with your Majesty,
so may he be with Solomon, and
extend his throne more than your
Majesty David's."” _

Zadok the Priest, and Nathan the 38
Reciter, and Benaiah-ben-Jhoiadah,
with the guards and couriers accord-
ingly went down, and mounted
Solomon on the horse of King David,
and marched with him to Ghikhon,
where Zadok the Priest took a horn 39
of oil from the Hall and consecrated
Solomon, and sounded a trumpet,and
all the forces cried, ‘‘ Long live King
Solomon,” The whole of the forces 40
also followed after him, playing their
bands, and . cheering loudly, and
shaking the earth with their voices ;
and Adoniah and all his guests who 41
were with himheard it, as they wereall
atdinner. - J'oabalsoheardthesound.
of the trumpet, and asked, * What is
that roaring sound?* Whilst he 42
was still speaking Jhonathan-ben:
Abiathar the Priest came, and
Adoniah said to him, * Come, foryou
are a powerful man, and one of good

1 luck.”

But Jhonathan replied to. Adoniah 43
and said, “I am unlucky to our
Prince —-King David has made
Solomon king! And the king has 44
sent with him Zadok the Priest, and
Nathan the Reciter, and Beniah-ben-
Jhoiadah,andthe Guardsand Couriers,
and they have mounted him on the
king's horse; and Zadok the Priest, 45
and Nathan the Reciter have comnse-
crated him King at Ghikhon, and
have gone up from there cheering,
and that sudden roar which you have
heard is the sound of them!—They 46
have also seated Solomon on the
throne of the kingdom! And the 47
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ministers of King David have also
come to thank our King David, saying,
‘* May it please your GOD to make the
name of Solomon more than your
name, and may He extend his throne
more than He extended yours.” And
they have bowed to the king who

48 was on his couch. When the king
answered thus, ‘Thank the EvBR-
LIVING GOD of Israel, who has
granted to set him to-day on my
throne, and my eyes to see it.'’”

49 Then all the guests of Adoniah
were terrified and arose, and every-

50 one went to his carriage. Adoniah
also was afraid of the appearance of
Solomon, and arose and went, and
took hold of the horns of the altar.

51 Butitwasreported to Solomon, * See!
Adoniah is afraid of King Solomon,
so he has seized the horns of the altar,
exclaiming, ‘ Let King Solomon swear
to me to-day that he will not kill his
servant with the sword.’”

52 But Solomon answered, “If the
EVER-LIVING acquits him, not a hair
of his shall fall to the earth ; butif he
is found to be criminal, he shall die!”

53 ‘Then King Solomon arrested, and
had him brought down from the altar.
So he came and bowed to Solomon
the king, and Solomon said to him,
**Go to your house."”

(B.c. 1015.) Reath of Pabid, and
Iustructions to Solomon.

2 The time of David's death, how-
ever, approached, and he sent for
Solomon his son, and said,—*I am
goingthe way ofall the earth, therefore
be brave yourself, and be a man,

2 and guard the Trust of your EVER-
LIVING GoD, and walk in His ways
by guarding His Institutions, and

3 Commandments, and Legislation,
and Constitution, as they are re-
corded in the laws of Moses. Foryou
should reflect upon all you do, and

4 all you find there, so that the EVER-
LIVING may establish the promise
which He made to me saying, ‘ If your
children keep My path, and walk
before Me in truth, with all their
hearts, and all their souls, there shall
not be wanting a man from you upon
the throne of Israel.’

5 ‘“You however know what J'oab-
ben-Zeruiah did to me, when I ap-
pointed two commanders to the
armies of Israel,—Abner-ben-Ner,
and Amasa-ben-Jether, whom he
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murdered, and shed the blood of war
in peace, and fixed the blood of war
in his girdle that was round his
waist, and on his shoes upon his feet ;

—therefore do to him as your skill 6

dictates, and let not his grey hairs go
down to the grave in peace.

““To the sons of Barzilai the
Giladite act kindly, and let them be
guests at your table, for they enter-
tained me when I fled from Absalom
your brother.

‘¢ And there is with you Shemai-ben-
Ghera, the Benjaminite of Bakhurim,
who cursed me with foul curses at
the time when I went to Bakhurim.
But as he came down to meet me at
the Jordan, I promised him by the
EVER-LIVING that I would not kill
him by the sword.—You however do
not pardon him, for you are a wise
man, and will know how to act with
him;—so bring his grey hairs with
blood to the grave.”

Beath and Wurial of Babid.

David afterwards lay down with his
fathers, and they buried him in the
city of David, And the period that
David reigned over Israel was forty
years. He reigned in Hebron seven
years, and reigned in Jerusalem
thirty-three years. Thus Solomon
mounted the throne of his father,and
greatly strengthened his kingdom.

7
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¥4

Adonial’s foolish Interbietn foilly

Bathsheha,

Then Adonjah the son of Khagith
came to Bathsheba the mother of
Solomon, and she asked, ‘“Does
peace tome with you?” And he
answered, ‘ Peace,” and continued,
‘* May I speak to you?" :

When she answered, *‘ Speak.”

And he said, “ You know that the
kingship was mine, and all Israel
placed me before them as king, but
you diverted the kingship, and
brought it to my brother so that it
was his from the EVER-LIVING. But,
however, I will ask one request from
you.—Do not turn your face from me."”

So she replied, ** Speak.”

When he said, * Speak for me now
to Solomon the king, for he will not
refuse you, and ask him to give me
Abishag the Shunamite for a wife? "

And Bathsheba replied, * Well, I
will speak for you to the king.”

So Bathsheba went to  King
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Solomon to speak to him about
Adoniah, and the king arose to meet
her, and bowed to her, and then sat
on his throne, and they placed a
cushion for the mother of the king,
and she sat at his right hand, and
said ‘I would ask one little request
from you;—do not refuse it.”” Then
she continued, “Will you give
Abishag the Shunamite to Adoniah
for a wife? ”

But King Solomon replied and_said
to his mother, * But why do you ask
Abishag the Shunamite for Adoniah ?
Ask the kingship for him,—for he is
my elder brother,—and for Abiathar
the Priest, and for J’oab the son of
Zeruiah.”

Then King Solomon swore by the
EVER-LIVING, saying, ‘‘ May Gob do
so to me, and more than that, if
Adoniah has not spoken this speech
for his life! So now by the life of
the EVER-LIVING Who formed me,
and placed me upon the throne of
David my father, and Who made a
house for me, Adoniah shall die
to-day 1"

Then King Solomon sent by the
hand of Beniah-ben-Jhoiadah, who
struck him,—and he died.

Abiathar Beposed and Wanished.
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And he ordered Abiathar the
Priest, “Go to Anathoth your estate,
—ior you are a dead man, but I will
not kill you to-day, because you
served the altar of the High LORD
before David my father, and because

you suffered in all my father
suffered.”
Solomon also expelled Abijathar

from being priest to the EVER-
LIVING, thus fulfilling the word of the
EVER-LIVING which He spoke about
the house of Eli, at Shiloh.

Joah flies to the Altar for
Protection.

When the report of this came to
J'oab,—for J'oab had inclined after
Adoniah, although he had not in-
clined after Absalom,—he fled to the
Hall of the EVER-LIVING, and seized
the horns of the altar. But it was
reported to King Solomon that J’oab
had fled to the Hall of the EVER-
LIVING, and that he was at the side
of the altar; so the king sent
Beniah-ben-Jhoiadah ; saying, ‘' Go!
Execute him ! "
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Beniah accordingly went to the 30
Hall of the EVER-LIVING, and said to
him, “ The king orders you to come.”

But he replied, * No, for I shall be
killed ! "

Beniah consequently returned the
king word, saying * J'oab says thus,
—and by it I am prevented.”

But the king replied to him, *“ Do
as I have ordered | and execute him,
and bury him, and take away the
innocent blood J'oab shed from off
me, and from off my father's house.
For the EVER-LIVING will return
his blood on his head who murdered
the two good men who were better
than himself, and murdered them
with the sword,—(but my father
David knew it not,)—Abner the son
of Ner, the Commander of the army
of Jsrael, and Amasa-ben-Jether,
commander of the army of Judah,—
and the blood of both of them is on
the head of J'oab, and the head of
his race for ever. But to David and
his race, and house, and throne, may
there be peace for ever from the
EVER-LIVING.”

Beniah-ben-Jhoiadah consequently
went and struck and killed, and
buried him at his home in the pas-
tures; and the king appointed 35
Beniah-ben-Jhoiadah to be over the
army instead of him. The king also
appointed Zadok as priest in place of
Abiathar,

The fate of Shemai, fwho cursed -
Babid,

Then theking sent and summoned 36
Shemai, and said to him, * Build
yourself a house in Jerusalem, and
reside there, and do not go out from
there whatever happens. For it shall
be, that on the day you go out, and
pass the brook of Kedron,—be certain
that you shall die.—Your blood will
be on your own head.”

And Shemai replied to the king,
‘ What you have said is good, your
Majesty. Your servant will do it.”
And Shemai resided in Jerusalem
some years.

(B.c. 1011.)

But at the end of three years two
of his slaves ran away from Shemai
to Akish, the son of Makah, who
had been king of Gath, and it was
reported to Shemai, saying, * Your
slavesare at Gath.” Shemai therefore 40
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