2 They were a message from the LORD to him from the times of
king of Judah, in the thirtéenth year of his reign.
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JEREMIAH.

1 THE SPEECHES OF JEREMIAH, THE SON OF
KHILKIAH,

One of the priests who were in Anathoth, in the district of Benjamin.

Joshiah-ben-Amon,
They also came in the

days of Jhoakim-ben-Joshiah, king of Judah, and at the end of the fifth month
of the twelfth year of Zedekiah-ben-Joshiah, king of Judah, at the overthrow

of Jerusalem.

THUS the message of the EVER-
LIVING LORD came to me and
said ;—

@The Appointment s Prophet.

‘“At the time of your formation
in the belly I knew you, and at the
time you came from the womb, I
consecrated you, I appointed you a
Preacher to Nations.”

But I replied, * Almighty LORD, I
know not how to speak! for I am a
youth.,”

But the EVER-LIVING replied to
me :—* Say not ‘I am a youth,’ for
wherever 1 send, you must go; and
all that I command, you must speak.
Fear nothing in their presence, for I
am with you, to protect,” said the
LORD. Then the EVER-LIVING ex-
tended His hand, and touched my
mouth; and the LORD said to me,—

“I have now given your mouth
eloquence! See! I have appointed
you to-day over nations, and king-
doms; to pull up, and to break
down, and to destroy, and to erase ;
as well as to build, and to plant.”

Then a message from the EVER-
LIVING came to me, asking, ** What
do you see, Jeremiah ?

And I replied, “I see the branci
of the Watchful tree ! ”’

When the EVER-LIVING answered
me, ‘ Attend to what you see! For I
am watchful over My promises to per-
form them.”

But the message of the EVER-
LIVING came to me again to ask,
** What do you see ? ”’

When I answered, *‘ I see a steam-

* ing boiler, and its mouth is from the

north.”

Then the LORD replied to me,
“From the north all the miseries
upon the inhabitants of this country
shall be vomited. I will call to all
the families of the kingdoms of the
north,” said the EVER-LIVING, **and
they will come, and each one fix its
seat before the gates of Jerusalem,
and opposite all its surrounding
bulwarks, and upon all the hills of
Judah. But I will tell you all my
decisions against them, because of
their many wrongs in deserting me,
and offering incense to other gods,
and worshipping the fabrications of
their own hands. And for you, gird
up your waist, and arise, and speak
to them all that I command you,
undepressed by their presence, for
fear you should be subjected by
their station.—For have I not placed
Myself to you to-day as a fortified
City, with bars of iron and walls of
brass against all the country, against
the kings of Judah, — against its
officers, its priests, and against the
people of the land? for they will
fight against you, but shall not over-
power you, for I am with you,” said
the LORD, “ to protect you !

A Remonstrance with Judal.
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The message of the EVER-LIVING 2

afterwards came to me to say :—
“Go, and proclaim in the ears of

Jerusalem, and say, ‘ Thus says the

EVER-LIVING :—1 attended you in

anoy
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your infancy; I loved you in your
youth; guided you after Me from
the desert to a land you had not
cultivated, for Israel to dedicate to
the EVER-LIVING the first of its
products. They devoured them all !
Wickedly bad they went at them!'"
said the EVER-LIVING, v

Listen, House of Jacob, to the
message of the EVER-LIVING, with
all the families of the House of
Israel! The EVER-LIVING asks
this :—

* What injustice did your fathers
find in Me, that they have removed
from Me, and follow after delusions,
and deluded themselves? instead of
asking, Where is the EVER-LIVING
who mounted in company with us
from the land of the Egyptians?
Who marched with us in the
desert, in a country of drought, and
snares, in the land of withering and
the shadow of death; in the land
where no one passes, and no man
dwells; whence I brought you to a
land of pastures, to eat its fruits and
goodness. But you went and defiled
My Country, and My Estate, by at-
taching yourselves to Abominatioas.

*The priests asked not, Where is
the EVER-LIVING ? or took hold of
the Law. They would not teach
about Me: and the guardians sinned
against Me; and the Preachers
preached for Bal;
rise up to advance after Me! There-
fore I will contend with them,” said
the EVER-LIVING, *“and with the
sons of their sons I will contend ;
for they shall pass over to the isles
of the Kithites and look, and mourn
in their exile and think much, and
examine what came of this changing
to heathen gods,—who are not gods.
For My people changed for what are
worthless. The heavens heard and
were astonished at it, and shuddered,
wasting away!"” said the EVER-
LIVING. “For My people twice did
evil to Me. They forsook the Spring
of Living Water, to dig for them-
selves wells, broken wells which con-
tain no water!—Israel served, with
the  children of his House, what
brought him to become an object of
plunder! The tigers roared against
him, they uttered their voices, and
assailed his country, to desolate his
fortified cities, to deprive them of
inhabitants, The sons of Nof, also,
with Thakhfenes injured your crown,
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and would not.

“ But have you not procured it to
yourselves? You forsook your EVER-
LIVING GOD at the time you went
from the path. And now why do you
wish for the road to Egypt, to drink
the black waters? And why do you
wish for the road to Ashur, to drink
the water of that well ?

* Turn yourself from your sins, and
return from your shame, and learn
and see how bad, and rebelliously
forgetful you are of your EVER-
LIVING GoD, and I will not terrify
you,” said the MIGHTY LORD OF
HosTs, “although from of old you
have vexed Me yourselves.

I withdrew from your vows,—for
on every hill-top, and under every
leafy tree, was a walk for fornica-
tion.

““But I planted you, a perfect vine,
from a true stock ;—then how is it
that you are changed from Me, turn-
ing to a wild vine? Even if I wash
you with nitre, and polish you with
soap, will your faults be removed ? "’
asks the MIGHTY LORD oF HosTs.
“How can you say, ‘I have not
polluted myself with the Balites.
Look at your proceedings in the
valley !

“I know what you have done in
the feasts of Lust, in her depraved
ways. You wild ass, used to the
desert, drawing your breath in puffs—
in the spirit of lust,—who can turn
you away? All who seek her will be
wearied at the time she feels it.
Keep your feet unshod, and your
throat for thirst, and say, ‘They are
no use to me, for I love wantonness
and will go after it.’ '

* The shame of the House of Israel
is like the shame of a detected thief,
Both they, their kings, nobles, priests
and preachers, for they say to wood,
‘You are my father,” and to stone,
‘ You bore us!’ while they turn their
back, and not their face, to Me. But
in the time of distress they cry,
* Arise and save us!’

“Go to your gods whom you have
made for yourselves! Let them
arise,—if they can save you in the
time of your sufferings! For your
gods are as many as your towns,
Judah!

“Why do you all implore Me,

' when you have all revolted from
L § 30

Me?" the EVER-LIVING asks.
flogged your children in vain ;—they
would not learn. Your own sword
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has devoured your preachers like a
ravaging lion. Search for ages,” says
the EVER-LIVING. * Have I been a
desert to Israel? or a land of dark-
ness ? For what do you say to Me,

‘ Begone from us! We will never

more come to You!’

*“Can a bride forget her adorn-
ments? her beautiful girdle? Yet
My People have forgotten Me,
numberless times!

“ Why do you prepare your way to
seek love? Do I need researches to
learn your ways, when I find the
blood of poor innocent souls upon
your skirts, without disarranging
ttlxlem to find it,—for it is on them
alli .

“‘But,’ you reply, ‘although 1
have sinned, let the anger turn from
mel’

“ Iwill decide about you,—although
vousay ‘I have not sinned |’

* Why do you shuffle so to change
your road. You were disappointed
in the Egyptians as you were dis-
appointed in Ashur. You will rush
out from them with your hands on
your face, for the EVER-LIVING will
reject those you trust and you will
not prosper in them.,

* For instance when a man divorces
his wife, and she has gone from him
to another husband, she can never
return to him.-——Has not this country
wandered, and often whored foully,—
so shall she return to Me? " asks the
EVER-LIVING. ‘

2 “You lifted your eyes to the beards
to see if there were not fornicators
in your path. You stand for them
like Arabs in the desert, and pollute
the country by your whoredoms and

3 your vices. But many refused, and
would not grant the request. Yet
with the brow of a whorish woman
you refused to be ashamed of your-
self,

4 ‘"Have you neot said to Me, ‘ You
are the Gentle Father of my youth.

5 Will He be angry for ever? Will He
perpetually retain it?’ "
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A Bennncintion of Fsrael's Worship
of Wice.

6 The EVER-LIVING also said to me
in the days of Joshjah, * Have you
seen what perverted Israel has done,
on the top of every high hill, and
under every leafy tree, in whoring

7 there? But I ask her, after having
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done all that, to return to Me, but
she would not return, but glancea
slyly at her sister, Judah! Then I
determined, that as’in every respect
perverse Israel had committed
adultery, I would divorce her, so 1
divorced her, but sly Judah, her
sister, regarded it not, but went and
whored like her! And her whore-
doms became more than all, and
polluted the country, and defiled the
rocks and the woods, but for all that
her sly sister Judah did not return to
Me with all her heart, but only in
deceit ! "’ said the EVER-LIVING.

The EVER-LIVING also said to me,
‘* Perverse Israel was more honest in
soul than sly Judah.—Go and pro-
claim these things to the north, and
say, ‘Return, perverse Israel,’ says
the EVER-LIVING, ‘I will not darken
My face at you. Only return,’ says
the EVER-LIVING, ‘I will not be
angry for ever. Only recognize your
fault, for you have sinned against
your EVER-LIVING GoDand splashed
your paths with filth under every
leafy tree, and have not listened to My
voice,’ says the EVER-LIVING. ‘ Re-
turn, you lost children,’ says the
EVER-LIVING, ‘for Iwill come to you
and collect you, one from a town, and
two from a family, and will bring you
to Zion, and give you thoughtful
shepherds, and they will tend you
with knowledge and skill. And when
it arrives that you increase, and are
fruitful in the country in those times,’
says the EVER-LIVING, °they shall
no more demand the Ark of the
Covenant of the EVER-LIVING, for it
shall not come to their heart, and
they will not grieve about it, nor be
anxious, nor make another.’ In that
period they shall call Jerusalem the
‘ THRONE of the LIFE, and all the
Heathen will trust with her on the
Name of the EVER-LIVING at Jeru-
salem, and will no more go after
perversities, to suffer from them.

* Inthose times the House of Judah
will march with the House of Israel
from the land of the north to the
country of Ashur to the estates of
their forefathers. And I will reflect
where I can put you with your chil-
dren |—and will give you a beautiful
country,—you shall possess splendid
armies like theheathen, and I will say,
‘I am your Father, call to Me, and
do not desert Me.” For exactly like
a wife deserting to the wicked, so you
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have deserted Me, House of Israel,”
21 says the EVER-LIVING. “ A sound
of weeping will be heard from My
lips !—* Pity My children of Israel,
for they have lost their way ! They
have forgotten their EVER-LIVING
22 Gop! Return, lost children! I will
restore you from your wanderings.’ "’

The Response of God's Returning
@hildren.

* Here we are !l—we will give our-
selves to You, for You are our EVER-
23 LIVING GoOD. The crowd on the
Hills is nothing; is nothing to our
EVER-LIVING GOD—the Saviour of
24 Israel! Shame hasdevoured the work
of our fathers from our youth,—their
flocks and their herds, their sons and
25 their daughters. We were sleeping
with our shame; we lay down with
our infamies; for we sinned against
our EVER-LIVING GOD,—we and our
fathers, from our youth to this day,—
and have not listened to the voice of
our EVER-LIVING GOD."”

The Lord’s Anstoer.

4 ‘' If Israel will return,” the EVER-
LIVING says to me, ‘“return. If you
remove your filth from My presence,

2 and do not renew it. If you swear
‘ by the life of the EVER-LIVING ' in
truth for Justice and Right, and cause
the Nations to bless Him, and praise
Him.”

3 _For the EVER-LIVING says this to
the men of Judah, and to Jerusalem,
‘“ Plough for yourselves, plough ! and
fear not in sowing.

4 “Circumcise yourselves to the EVER-
LIVING, and put off the disgrace from
your hearts, men of Judah, and
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for fear My
anger should shoot out like fire ;: and
burn unquenchably, because of your
vile practices.”

@har Foretold to FJudal.

5 ‘“Let them inform Judah and
Jerusalem, make them hear, and
answer, and sound a trumpet in the
country. Let them cry aloud and
say, ‘ Collect and come to the fortified

6 towns. Arise, march to Zion! Fly!
Delay not! for I am bringing trouble
from the north, and a great crash!

7 A lion comes up from his place to
your country to desolate your cities

8 to an illimitable waste !’ Because
of this put on sackcloth! Lament,
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and howl, because the hot anger of
the LorD will not turn from us.

‘ And it shall happen at that time,” 9
says the LORD, ‘‘the heart of the
king, and the heart of his nobles will
be desolate; the Priests and the
Preachers be astonished, and say, 10
‘Alas! ALMIGHTY LORD! why have
You deceived this People, and Jeru-
salem, saying, Peace shall come to
you, when the sword approaches for
our life? *»

Atthattime He will order from the i1
desert a wind with burning lips
against this People, against the
daughter of My People. Not by
spurts, and not by puffs :—a full, howl- 12
ing wind shall go rushing from Me.

I also will pronounce their doom !

See! He raises clouds, and whirl- 13
winds for His swift chariot, and
eagles for His horses! They are for
us! They assail us!

* Jerusalem, wash your heart from 14
sin, that I may save you from the death
awaiting your fault in your breast.
For a voice informs from Midian, 15
and a report arises from Mount
Ephraim. The nations perceive it: 16
the Guards at Jerusalem even hear
the comers from the land afar, and
they send their voices to the cities of
Judah. There are enemies watch- 17
ing around her,—for she rebelled
from Me. Your ways, and your pro- 18
ceedings produced these sufferings
for you,—for you are a rebel —
diseased to your heart!”

Jeremial’s Tament at the Prospect.

My bowels, my bowels tremble! 19
My heart reels, my heart mourns! I
cannot rest for I have heard the voice
of a trumpet! Oh, my soul! it is
the sound of war. Crash upon crash 20
it roars! For all the open country
is destroyed,—suddenly they destroy
the tents. Yes, my tent! Tili my 21
death I shall see the march! 1 shall
hear the blast of the trumpets!

For my foolish People do not 22
recognise my warnings! They are
children of folly! They never re-
flect! They are wise for evil ;—but
cannot recognize good !

I looked to the earth, and it was 23
desolate, and saw it convulsed and
empty ! And to the skies, and there
was no light! I looked to the moun- 24
tains, and saw earthquakes, and all
the hills shook ! I looked, but there 25
was no man! and all the birds of the
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26 skies had flown! [ looked,—and
Karmel was a Desert, and all her
villages thrown down, — before the
Presence of the EVER-LIVING!—be-
fore the anger in His face !

27 Thenthe EVER-LIVING said this:—
‘* All the land shall be desolate,—and

28 I will not prevent it. Therefore the
earth shall faint, and the skies shall
be black,—because I have uttered
my intentions, and shall not alter, or
turn back from them.”

29 They come with the tramp of a
horse, with the leap of a bow, past
everycity. They advance in clouds
with slings! Every village is aban-
doned,—there is not a man remain-
ing!

30 %\Iow, you harridan,—what will you
do ?—Though you clothe yourself in
scarlet ;—though your ornaments are-
jewels of gold, —though you tear
your eyes ‘with paint, — you will
beautify yourself in vain! The pro-
fligates your soul seeks will despise

31 you! For Ihearthecryofa childing
woman,—the distress of a first birth,
—the wail of the bedizened daughter
of Zion! She spreads out her hands!
“Woe to me now, for my life is
exhausted by murderers!”

The Bain Order to Search for an
Honest Man.

5 ‘““Goaboutthe streets of Jerusalem,
and search, and examine, and seek
in her squares, if you can finda man,
—if there is one who administers
justice, seeks truth,—and I will for-

2 give her |—Although they swear by
the life of the EVER-LIVING, they
swear to deceive |

The Prophet's Report.

3 LoRrRD, are not Your eyes upon :

truth? You caused them to be
punished, but their minds were not
afflicted! They refused to accept
correction.  Their faces are harder
than a rock. They refuse to alter!

4 Then I thought, These are the low,
——they are ignorant,~—they cannot
know the way of the EVER-LIVING,

5 —the decrees of their Gop. 1 will
g0 to the great,and speak with them.
However, they had simultaneously
broken the yoke,—had refused the
traces !

@The ord’s Anstuer.
6 “ Therefore a lion from the forest
shall wound them! An evening wolf

shall ravage them! A panther lie in
wait against their villages; he will tear
all who come out, for they multiply
their sins, they are strong for their
transgressions.

*“Can I pardon you for this? Your
children forsake Me, and are satisfied
with Sham gods, so I will satisfy
them! And they commit adultery,—
and troop to the brothel. They are
prancing fed horses, each neighs after
his neighbour’s wife !

*Shall I not punish for these prac-
tices?”’ the EVER-LIVINGasks. ‘* Even
if among the heathen it were the
same, would not My soul punish it ?

* Advance to her wallsand destroy,
and make no repairs! Throw down
her battlements, for they are not the
LoRrp’s. For the House of Israel has
been falsely false to Me, with the
House of Judah,” says the EVER-
LIVING. ‘“They were false to the
EVER-LIVING, and said, ‘He is no-
thing! Trouble will not come upon
us, and sword or famine will never
arrive !’ And the Preachers have no
spirit and no message came to them,
—they invent it for themselves !

* Therefore,” thus says the EVER-
LIVING GOD of Hosts, * Because you
speak such things, I will make the
words of ‘your mouth fire, and this
people wood, and will consume them.

I will bring upon you a nation from

afar, House of Israel,” says the EVER-
LIVING. ‘It is a resolute nation from
of old. Itis a nation that knows not
how to turn back, and will not listen
to what you say. Their face is like
an open grave. They are all heroes;
and will devour your harvests, and
your bread, and devour your sonsand
your daughters. And will eat your
sheep, and your cattle. It will eat
your 'vines and your figs. It will
break your fortified cities, in which
you trust, to pieces with the sword.
And also in those days,” says the
EVER-LIVING, “1 will not work for
you at all, and under them they will
come to ask, ‘Why has our EVERr-
LIVING GOD done all this to us?’
When * you - shall -reply to them,
‘ Because you have abandoned Him
and served foreign gods in your own
country,—therefore you shall serve
tyrants in a country not your own.’

* Communicate this to the House
of Jacob, and let it be reported to
Judah, saying :—* Listen to this, you
stupid People,—who have no eyes in
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your mind, in whom no ear is seen,

22 so they cannot hear.’ Could you not
see My warning?" asks the EVER-
LIVING, *if you had not reeled from
My presence? Since I placed the
sand as a bound to the sea, by an
ancient decree, which it cannot trans-
gress, but its foaming wavesapproach,

23 andcannot passbeyond ? But for this
people, their mind is blind, rebellious,
degenerate, and wandering.

24 ‘**Whydotheynot say to their heart,
‘Let us look to our EVER-LIVING
Gop Who gives rain, and sprinkles
the latter rain in its season to accom-

- plish the laws of harvest, and He will
protect us?’

25 “Their faults restrain them, and
their sins hold back from them those

26 benefits. For the wicked are found
in My People; they spread nets, they

27 lay traps, they catch men! Asa cage
is full of birds, so their houses are
full of treachery by which they become

28 rich! They are fat, enriched,—they
deal in false evidence, they regard no
right,—the right of the widow, of the
orphan, —and they administer not
protection and justice to the poor.

29 Shall I not punish for these things? "
says the EVER-LIVING. ‘“Even if
heathen did them, would not My soul
avenge them ?

30 * There is a shameful and horrible

31 thing in the country! The Preachers
preach falsehood, and the Priests trick
with their hands,—and My People
love to have it so,—and what can be
done viler than that?

A @Warning 1o Benjamin,

6 Strengthen yourselves, sons of
Benjamin, on the walls of Jerusalem,
and blow aloud with the trumpet, and
hoist a standard over the Castle of
Olives, for trouble appears from the

2 north, with a great crash! My idle,
delicate, and tender daughter of

3 Zion! Misery and desolation comes
on you! They pitch their tents
around you! each at the side of his

4 mate! They proclaim war against
her, they mount and go up to the
forts! Woe for us!—for the day
turns I—for the dark shadows extend !

5 They rise up by night and destroy
her palaces!

6 For thussays the LokD oF HosTs,
* Cut timber, and pile up an embank-
ment against Jerusalem. Itisa city
crammed with wrong in its breast.

7 As a spring pours out water, so she
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pours out wrong-doing ; violence and
plunder are heard in her; wounding
and murder are always before Me!
Return to Me, Jerusalem, lest My
soul becomes sick of you !—for fear I
should make you a desert,—a land
where no one dwells! "

Thus says the LORD OF Hosrs,
' Glean, glean the remnant of Israel
like a vine! Turn your hand like
a grape-picker over the boughs."

@he Prophet.

To whom shall I speak, and give
instructions, that they will hear?
See! They have artificial ears, that
cannot listen! The word of the
EVER-LIVING has become their
scorn; they have no pleasure in it!
Therefore I am full of the spirit of

9

IO

I

the EVER-LIVING. I am unable to .

restrain myself.

The FLord.

‘“ Pour it out upon the children in
the street, and upon the crowd of
youths, at once, for the Man and the
Woman shall be captured with the
old man who is full of days! And
their homes shall be transferred to
strangers, with their lands and
their wives, for 1 will extend
My hand against this country,”
says the EVER-LIVING, “and from
the least to the greatest they shall
all be plundered! for from the
Preacher to the Priest, they are all
false! And the fragments of My
People shall be scattered in shame,
—for crying ‘ Peace! Peace!’ when
there is no peace! Were they
honoured when they acted disgrace-
fully? Nay! they were not ashamed
of shame, any of them,—they would
not recognize it,—therefore they shall
fall when they are attacked,—they
shall fall and totter at the hour of
punishment!” says the EVER-LIVING.

A JMea to Fsrael to Repent.
Thus said the EVER-LIVING,
**Stand in the roads, and examine,
and enquire in the old paths, which
is the best way, and walk in it, and
find comfort to your lives.” But
they replied, *“ We will not walk
there! "

‘““ Then I appointed watchmen over
them, to make them listen to the
voice of the trumpet. But they re-
plied, ‘We will not listen.’ There-
fore hear the heathen, and recognize
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the proof of what has come upon

19 you! Let the land hear! See! I will
bring misery upon this People,—the
fruit of their thoughts,—because they
would not listen to My words, and
rejected My laws.

20 ““Why do you bring frankincense
to Me from Sheba, and cinnamon
from a distant land? Your burnt-
offerings please not, and I cannot

21 accept your sacrifices. Therefore,”
the EVER-LIVING adds, ““I will give
this People to the Kasdim, and they
shall fall by them, fathers and chil-
dren together,—the host and his
friend shall perish.”

22 Thus says the EVER-LIVING,
“Look! a People come from a

northern land! and a Great Nation

appears from a distant country!
23 They are mighty with bows and
~ arrows; they are bold and without
mercy; their voice is like the roar-
ing sea, and they ride upon horses,
prepared as men of war against you,
O Daughter of Zion!”

The Frophet's Comment.

24 On hearing the report ot them
our hands faint! We are distressed
and anguished as in the anguish of

25 childbirth! Go not to the field,—
walk not on the roads,—for there
the sword of the enemy affrights.

26 Daughter of my People, gird on
sackcloth! roll in the dust. Weak!
Forsaken! place yourself with the
wretched weepers,—for the plunderer
comes suddenly on us!

The Lord's Reply 1o him.
27 *'I will make you a beacon to My
People ; a pillar and guide-post, and
28 you shall point out their path, They
are all sullen mutineers,—they go on
complaining, they are all brass and
iron,—they have corrupted them-
29 selves. The bellows snort on the
lead in vain, in their fire,—it refines,
—it refines, but their dross will not
30 go! Their silver is sick, they cry!
For the EVER-LIVING has been
sickened by them!”

A Sperial @all 1o Repentance.

7 ‘This message came from the LORD
to Jeremiah, to say :—

2 ‘ Stand at the gate of the House of
the EVER-LIVING, and proclaim this
message there, and say :—

“ Listen to the message from the

EVER-LIVING, all Judah who come
to these gates to worship the EVER-
LIVING. Thus says the LORD OF 3
HosTs, the GOD of Israel! Amend
your ways, and your paths, and I will
allow you to remain in this place.
Place not your trust upon lying 4
messengers that say, ‘This is a
Temple of the LORD! The Temple
of the Lorp." For if you reform 5
your ways and your goings,—if you
do justice between a man and his
neighbour, if you do not oppress
the foreigner, the orphan, and 6
widow ; if you do not shed innocent
blood in this place, and follow seduc-
ing gods to your own hurt,then I will 7
settle you in this place for ever and for
ever. You, however, trust yourselves 8
to false doctrines that cannot benefit.
You steal, murder, whore, gorge, and 9
lie, and offer incense to Bal,—and go
after seducing gods of whom you
know nothing.

““Yet you come and stand before 1o
this House, upon which My Name
has been invoked, and say, * Deliver
us because we have practised all
these abominations!’

* Has this House, upon which My r1
Name was invoked, become a den of
wild beasts in your eyes? Have I
become a show also?” the EVER-
LIVING usks. ‘ Go, however, now to 12
My House at Shilo, where I fixed My
NAME formerly, and see what I did
to it, because of the wickedness of
My People Israel. And certainly 13
you now have done all that they did,”
says the EVER-LIVING, “and I have
spokento you early, and still speak,—
but you will not hear,—~and I call to
youbutyou willnotanswer. Therefore 14
I will make this House, upon which
My NAME has been invoked,—upon

‘which you rely,—and the House that

1 gave you, and your fathers, what I
have made Shilo! And I will fling 15
you from My presence, as I flung
your brothers, the whole Tribe of
Ephraim.

**And for yourself, do not suppli- 16
cate for this People, and do not raise
on their account a cry or prayer, and
entreat Me not, for I will not hear
you! Have you not seen what they 17
do in the cities of Judah, and in the
streets of Jerusalem? The children 18
gather wood, and their fathers are
stokers of the fire, and their wives
knead the dough, to make cakes to
the ‘ Queen of the Skies!' And they
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pour drink offerings to the ‘ Gods of

Seduction!’ They insult Me thus!

19 Do they insult ME?"” asks the

EVER-LIVING. ‘' Do they not shame

themselves openly ?

‘“ Therefore,” thus says the AL-
MIGHTY LORD, ‘ My anger and wrath
shall be poured out upon this place,—
upon man, and upon beast; and upon
the trees of the field; and upon the
fruits of the ground, and shall not be
quenched.” .

21 The EVER-LIVING also says this;
‘“Cease your burnt-offerings, with
your sacrifices, and eating of flesh,

2 for did I not speak to your ancestors
and did I not command them, at the
time they came out from the land of
the Mitzeraim, about the matters of

23 burnt-offering and sacrifice? Never-
theless 1 commanded them this mes-
sage, saying, ‘Listen to My voice,
and I will be a GOD to you, and you
shall be My People. But walk in all
the paths that I instruct you ;—be-

4 cause it will benefit yourselves.” But
you would not listen, nor apply your
ears, and you walked after your own
bad ideas and rules ;—therefore you

25 are the last, and not the first, from

the day your ancestors came from

the land of the Mitzeraim to this day!

Although I sent all My servants, the

Preachers,—rising and sending at

26 early dawn,—but you would not listen
to Me, nor apply your ears, but
stiffened your neck;—you were bad
like your ancestors !

7 " But although you address to them

all these speeches, yet they will never

listen to you,—when you call to them,
they will not answer you: therefore
say to them, ‘This is a nation that
will not listen to the voice of its

EVER-LIVING GOD, and will not ac-

cept correction,—whose faithfulness

has perished! Therefore I will cut
them off from My Presence.’ "

Hevemialy Proclaims the Message
as Oriered.

Cut off your long hair, and fling it
away! Mount the heights. Weep!
for the EVER-LIVING has rejected and
abandoned this perverse race! * Be-
cause the Children of Judah have
done evil in My sight,” says the
EVER-LIVING. “ They have placed
their abominations in the House,
upon which my NAME was invoked,
31 to defile it. And they have built

30
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columns at Thopheth in the vale of
Ben-hinon, burning their sons and
their daughters in the fire,—although
I commanded them not,—and not to
let it enter their hearts,

‘ Therefore the days come,” says
the LORD, **when it shall no more
be called Thopheth, and the vale of
Ben-hinon, but only the VALLEY oF
MURDER,—and they shall bury in
Thopheth for want of other room ;
when the carcases of this People
shall be food to the birds of the skies,

32

33

and the beasts of the earth, without -

fear. And I will expel from the cities
of Judah, and from the streets of
Jerusalem the sound of joy, and the
sound of happiness, the sound of
wedding, and the sound of dying,—
for the land shall be a desert !

‘“ At that period,” says the EVER-
LIVING, ‘“they will bring out the
bones of the kings of Judah, and the
bones of its nobles, and the bones
of its priests, and the bones of itsg
preachers, and the bones of the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, from their
tombs, and scatter them to the sun,
and the moon, and all the host of the
skies, whom they loved, and whom
they served, and by whom they were
seduced, and whom they sought, and
whom they worshipped,—none shall
collect them, and none shall bury
them,—they shall be dung on the face
of the ground. Then death will be
preferred to life by all the fragments
of the remnants of this wicked tribe
in every place where the splintered
fragments are,” says the LORD OF
HosrTs.

** Therefore tell them thus,” says
the EVER-LIVING. “ Does the fallen
never rise? Does the departed never
return? ‘Then why has this People
of Jerusalem gone away with a per-
petual departure? Why do they
persist in desertion, and refuse to
return? I attended and listened.
However none spoke. No man sighed
over his wickedness, or said, * Why
did I doit?’ They all stuck to their
course like horses whipped to the
battle !

‘* Even the stork knows her time
for assembly and migration, and the
crane and swallow keep the season
of their coming, but My People know
not the decrees of the EVER-LIVING.

‘“How can you say ‘ We are edu-
cated for we possess the laws of the
EVER-LIVING?' Why then is the

34
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lying pen of the Recorder made for

9 lies? Your ‘ Educated’ cause shame,
terror and disgrace,—for they reject
the Word of the EVER-LIVING, and

what can their education do for them ?

- 10 —Therefore 1 will give their wives
to ravishers, and their estates to
plunderers, for from the least to the
greatest they all cheat. From the
preacher to the priest they all prac-

i1 tise deception, and have healed the
wound of the Daughter of My People
not well,—saying, Peace. Peace!

1z when there is not peace! They
should be ashamed of the villainy
they have done. Shame, however,
shames them not,—none of them
know it,—therefore they shall fall
with the falling, at the time of their
punishment they shall stagger,” says
the EVER-LIVING.

13 _“I1 would reap them,” says the
EVER-LIVING, “but there are no
bunches on the vine! There are no
figs on the fig tree! And the leaves
are withered ! However I will trans-
plant them.”

The JPeople’s Decision.

14  Why should we remain? Collect,
arise, and let us go to the fortified
towns, and be quiet there, for our
EVER-LIVING GOD has stupefied us,
and given us the juice of poppies to
drink for our sins against the KvER-

I5 LIVING. We hoped for peace,— but
no good came at its season, for

16 safety, and behold terror! The snort
of his horses is heard from Dan,—
the sound of the neighs of their steeds
fills all the land.

God’s Reply,
* But they shall cross and devour,
the country and its contents;—the
17 city and its inhabitants. For I have
sent snakes to you, serpents for whom
there is no charmer, and they will
sting you,” says the EVER-LIVING.

The Prophet's Anguish ohier fis
Eountry.

18  Instead of my joy comes anguish,
19 —affliction comes to my heart! It
is the sound of the wail of the chijld
of my People from a distant land!
‘“Is there no Gov in Zion? Is therc

no king in her? "
Why did they provoke Him with
their idols? With foreign vanities ?
20 The harvest is past,-—the reaping is
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done,—but we are not relieved. I 21
have been wcunded by the wound
of the child of my People ;—I am
weakened where I should be streng-
thened. Is there no balm in Gilad 22
to heal ? Is there no surgeon there ?
Why has not the child of my People
gone there?

Who will give water to my head, 23
and a fountain of tears to my eyes,
that I may weep day and night for
the wounds of the child of my People!

Who will give me a lodge in the 9
desert afar, that I may leave my
People and go from them? For ail
are adulterers, secret traitors. T hey 2
direct their tongue, like a bow, to
lies,—and not to truth. “They pro-
ceed from wrong to wrong, and they
regard me not!” says the EVER-
LIVING.

Guard yourselves everyone from 3
his friend, and trust not upon
any brother,—for every brother will
betray, and every friend will recoil
upon you. And each betrays his 4
friend, and they speak no truth.
They teach their tongue to speak
falsehood, they labour at wickedness,
“You dwell in the midst of treason; 5
—from treason they refuse to recog-
nize Me,” says the EVER-LIVING.

God's Reply to the Prophet—TWhy
BHe Punishes.
“Therefore,” says the LORD OF 6

Hosts, **I refine them thus, and
test them. Forwhatcan I do for the
daughter of My People? Their 7
tongue is a poisoned arrow,—they
speak treason from their mouth, they
speak kindly to their neighbour, with
betrayal in their breast! Should I 8
not punish them for these things?”
says the EVER-LIVING. “If the
heathen did the same, would not My

soul avenge them ?

Jeveminly Mourns for bis @ ountry.

I weep over the hills and sob, and 9
wail over the pastures of the plain,
for they are desolate! No man
passes over them. The voice of the
flocks is not heard, or of the birds of
the skies, and even the beasts have
fled and gone!

God @onfirms Wis Intention fo

Punish.
“Yet I will give Jerusalem for 1o
stone heaps,—a haunt for serpents,
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-——and I will lay the cities of Judah
desolate, without an inhabitant !
Who is the wise man? He can fore-
see this, And who has the message
of the EVER-LIVING within him?
He can tell why the country is waste,
scorched like a desert, with none
passing through!"

Then the EVER-LIVING continued,
‘It is because they have abandoned
My laws that I placed before them,
and have not listened to My voice,
and have not walked according to it,
but go after their own ideas, and
after Balim, as their fathers taught
them.” Therefore thus says the
LORD OF HosTs, the GOD of Israel,
“* I'will feed this People with affliction,
and give them laudanum to drink,
and will scatter them among the
heathen whom they or their fathers
have not known, and will send a
sword after them to destroy! "’

And the Lorp oF HosTS says,
“Reflect! and call for the wailers,
and let them come; and send for
the skilful, and fetch them.” Let
them hasten, and raise over us a
lament, and let our eyes pour tears,
and our eyelids well out water! for a
sound of wailing is heard from Zion !
Are we not plundered,—debased,—
deeply debased; for the country
rejects us,—our homes cast us out !

Listen, however, you women to the
message of the EVER-LIVING, and let
your ears accept the words of His
mouth, and teach your daughters to
lament, and the wife of your neigh-
bour to wail, for death has mounted
to our windows, has entered our
palaces, to destroy the children in
the streets,—the young men from the
squares! ‘‘Say thus,” saysthe Lorbp,
* Men shall fall like dung on the face
of the field, and like sheaves after the
mower, and none collect them |’

Thus says the LorD, *‘ Let not the
scientific glory in their science, nor
the strong in his strength,—let not
the rich glory in their wealth, but if
they boast, let them boast in under-
standing and comprehending My
wonders ;—for I, the EVER-LIVING,
made mercy, justice, and righteous-
ness, on earth,—and I delight in
them,” says the EVER-LIVING,

‘“Behold the days come,” says the
EVER-LIVING, “when I will punish
all the circumcised with the uncir-
cumcised! Mitzer, and Judah, and
Edom, and all the Beni-Amon, and
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Moab, and all the shaven cheeks
who inhabit the desert ;—for all the
heathen, and all the House of Israel
are corrupt at heart.”

A Mlessage to Fsrael.

Listen to the message that the 10
EVER-LIVING addresses to you, House
of Israel. Thus says the EVER-
LIVING :—

“Learn not the ways of the
heathen, and fear not the constella-
tions of the skies, although the
heathen fear them! For the fancies
of the pagans are vain ;—only tim-
ber from the forest, cut and formed
by the hand of a carpenter with an
axe! Theyare plated with silver and
gold ; fixed with nails and hammers,
so that they may not totter! They 5
are as stiff as a palm tree, and cannot
speak; they are carried, for they
cannot march ; they cannot foresee,—
for they perceive nothing, and there
is no intellect in them | *

They are not like You,—great €
EVER-LIVING CREATOR! For Your
NAME is great in power! Who 7
would not reverence You, King of
Nations? whom You produced for
Yourself,—for in all the ideals of the
heathen, and in all their governors,
there is none like You. They are 8
everyone stupid and silly; the result
of fantastic thought! Plated with 9
silver from Tharshish, and gold from
Aufer ;—the work of the carpenter
and the hands of the smith. Clothed
in blue and purple, all made by
mechanics! But our EVER-LIVING
Gop is Truth! He is the Gop oOF
L1FE, and reigns for ever! At His
anger the earth trembles, and the
nations cannot resist His wrath ! ¥~

He made the earth by His power,
He formed its orbit by His skill, and
by His intelligence He constructed
the skies. At His uttered voice the
waters of the skies patter, the vapours
arise from the horizon! He makes
lightnings with the rain, and He
brings the wind out of His treasury |
How stupid men are not to learn !

2

4

IO

12

I3

14

1 NoTe.—Ch. 10, V. 11. '

Therefore say this to them ; These gods,
who made neither heaven nor earth, shall
perish from below, and from under the ski;.

This verse is in Chaldee, not He rew,
and is probably a commentator’s note copied
from the mar%]in into the text by some scribe,
for it breaks the sense, I, therefore, place it
as a note at the page foot.—F, F,

II
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Every founder is more degraded than
his statue! For he casts a falsehood,

15 with no breath in it! They are
vanity | Contemptible products! In

16 the season of trial they fail —The
Inheritance of Jacobisnot like them !
For He formed all ;—and Israel is the
standard of Hisestate; —Whose Name
is the LORD OF HoOSTSs.

The Becree of Gxpatriation.
17 Take up your pack from the
ground, you who endure the siege I—
18 For thus says the LORD,
“Iwill sling the inhabitants of this
country with a hurl, and distress them,
so that they may feel it! "

The @Wail of Judah in Captitity.

19 “Oh! me! for my broken condi-
tion from my wound !” Then I said,
“This is sickness, and I must

20 bearit! My home is desolate! All
my relations are taken away! My
children have gone and are not! I
can never erect my home again, nor

21 stretch my curtains! For the Shep-
herds are stupid, and seek not the
EVER-LIVING, they never reflect, so
all their flock is scattered.”

22 A sound is heard;—see! they
come with a great rush from the
north country, to turn the cities of
Judah into a desolate den of serpents.

23 I know, EVER-LIVING, that man
directs not himself,—~man cannot go

24 and direct his own steps! Instruct
me, EVER-LIVING, not with condem-
nation, norin Your anger, for fear You

25 depress me. Pour out Your wrath
on the heathen who regard You not,
and upon the tongues who call not
upon Your Name, for ther devour
Jacob, and destroy him, and desolate
his home,

@he Punishment for Bisregarding
Got’'s Eatus.

11 The message which came to Jere-
miah from the EVER-LIVING to
say \—

2 ‘'Listen to the words of this
Covenant, and report them to the
men of Judah, and to the inhabitants

3 of Jerusalem. Say to them — Thus
says the EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel.
Let the man be accursed who will
not listen to the words of this

4 Covenant, which I commanded to
your ancestors at the time I brought
them out of the land of the Mitzeraim,
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from the iron furnaces, with the com-
mand, to listen to My voice, and
practise all that I instructed you,
then you shall be My People, and 1
will be your Gop, and I will confirm
the oath that I swore to your an-
cestors, to give them a land flowing
with milk and honey, as it does
now."”

Then I answered and said, “ It is
true, EVER-LIVING.” And the EVER-
LIVING replied to me :— »

“ Proclaim all these messages in
the Cities of Judah, and in the streets
of Jerusalem, exclaiming ;—

“Listen to the words of this
Covenant, and practise them! For
I gave your ancestors evidence, at
the time I brought them up from the
land of the Mitzeraim, to this day,
early and late, saying, ‘ Listen to My
voice!’ But they would not listen,
nor incline their ears, but everyone
followed the fancies of his wicked
heart. Therefore I will bring upon
them every sentence of that Covenant
which I commanded them to prac-
tise,—but they did not.”

The EVER-LIVING also said to me,
“I have found falsehood in the men
of Judah, and in the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. They turn to the old
faults of their fathers, who refused to
listen to My message, and they go
after seducing gods, to serve them.
The House of Israel and the House
of Judah have broken the Covenant
which I made with their ancestors.

“Therefore,” thus says the EVER-
LIVING, “ I will bring suffering upon
them, from which they will not be
able to escape, when they will cry to
Me, but I will not hear them. Then
the cities of Judah, and: the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem will go and shriek
to the gods to whom they offer in-
cense ; but they cannot save them in
their time of distress ! although your
gods are as many as your villages,
Judah! and more than the number
of streets in Jerusalem are the altars
you erect for them-—altars to your
shame—to burn incense to Bal!
Now you, intercede not for this
People, and raise up no cry or
prayer; but I will hear at the time
they themselves cry to Me in the
period of their sorrows.

“What has My love to do in My
house? She has sinned often, and
purity has passed away from you.
Whenever you sin you rejoice! The

6
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EVER-LIVING planted you, when a
green fair olive, with beautiful fruit.
With the roar of a great crowd He
sets you on fire, and destroys your
boughs! And the LoORD of HosTs,
Who planted, has caused a bad report
to come upon you, because of the sins
of the House of Israel and the House
of Judah which they have committed,
insulting Me by burning incense to
Bal.”

@Rpon a (!Lonspiran_x to Murder ihe

18

19

20

21

23

23

12

FProphet.

When the EVER-LIVING informed
me of it I knew and saw their con-
spiracies. But I was like a gentle
lamb led out for slaughter, and knew
nothing how they had contrived plots
against me, to make an assault, and
to cut off from the land of the living
and my name from every memory.

But, LorRD OF HOSTS, judge rightly
their secret thoughts and heart! 1
shall see vengeance upon them! For
I have displayed my cause to You.

Therefore the EVER-LIVING says -

thus to the men of Anathoth who
sought your life, who say, * Preach
not in the name of the EVER-LIVING !
Then you will not die by our hands.”

The LORD OF HOsTs, however,
says this;—'I will repay them!
Their youths shall die by the sword,
their sons and daughters shall die
from hunger, and not a remnant shall
be left to them, for 1 will bring evil
upon the men of Anathoth, in the
year of their punishment.”

O EVER-LIVING, Youarerighteous,
therefore I will appeal to You. Yes!
I will discuss with You. Why do the
wicked prosper,—all the treacherous
traitors? They are planted and take
root, they grow up and produce fruit,
—You are close to their mouths,—but
their thoeughts are far from You. But
You, EVER-LIVING, know, You see
and prove my heart by Yourself.
Pull them out like sheep for slaugh-
ter, and consign to the day of
killing !

How long shall the countryfaintand
the grass of all the field wither,—for

the wickedness of its inhabitants?

The cattle and the fowls perish. Yet
they say, ‘“ We shall not see the last
of them!”

If you have run with the footmen,

and are panting,—how will you turn

withthe horsemen ? Althoughyou are
safe in a peaceful country ; —yet what
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will you do in the floodsof the Jordan ?
If with your brothers, and in the
house of your father, they betray
you;—if they call after to seize
you;—trust them not when they

~ speak fair to you.

The Xord's Bisgust at Fsrael.

I have forsaken My house! I have
abandoned My estate! I have given
the darling of My soul to the hand of
her enemies! My inheritance has
become like a lion in the forest, she
has raised her voice against Me,—
so I hate her. My inheritance is a
wild hyena to Me. Wild beasts sur-
round her! They go, they collect
all the beasts of the field, they bring
them to devour! ‘

Many guards have spoiled My
vineyard. They have trampled its
beds, they have made My beautiful
beds a desolate desert. They have
desolated her grass-plots,—they deso-
late all the land, yet no one lays
it to heart. Ravagers have gone to
all the smooth pastures, for the sword.
of the LORD devours from one edge
of the country to the other edge of
the land,—there is no peace for
anyone. _
~ They have sown wheat and reaped
thorns; they have no result: and
are ashamed of their produce; be-
cause the anger of the LORD burns.

7

8

10

II

12

13

Promise of Adoption Offered 1o the

Weathen.

Thus says the ILORD, * To all the
the bad neighbours of My Inherit-
ance, that I have allowed My People
Israel to possess, I will pull them off

14

their land, and pull the House of

Judah from ameng them. And it
shall happen after I have pulled them
up, I will turn and have pity upon
them, and restore them each to his
homestead and each to his district.
But then if they learn the way of My
People, teaching themselves to swear
by My Name, ‘By the life of the
EVER-LIVING," as they taught My
People to swear by Bal, they shall be
built into the midst of My People.
But if they will not listen, then I will
pull up those Nations, and destroy
them,” says the EVER-LIVING.

The Pavable of the Girdle.

15

16

17

The EVER-LIVING said this to me, 18

* Goand buy yourself alinen girdle,
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and put it round your waist,—but let
it not go into water.”

2 I consequently bought the girdle as
the EVER-LIVING commanded, and

3 put it round my waist. Then the
EVER-LIVING spoke to me again to
say :—

4 ‘' Take thegirdle you bought, which
is‘upon your waist, and rise, go to the
Frathl and hide it there in the cleft
of a rock.”

5 I therefore went and hid it by the
Frath as the EVER-LIVING had com-

6 manded me. And at the end of a
considerable time the EVER-LIVING
said to me, “ Get up, and go to the
Frath, and bring from there the linen
girdle that the EVER-LIVING ordered
you to hide there.”

7 So I went to the Frath and dug,
and took the linen girdle from the
place where I had hidden it,—and
saw that the linen was spoiled, and

8 fit for nothing. Then the word of
the EVER-LIVING came to me to
say :i—

9 ‘Thus says the EVER-LIVING, I
will spoil the pride of Judah, and
the many boasts of Jerusalem like

1o that! This vile People, who refuse
to listen to My words, and go on in
their own ideas, and walk after seduc-
ing gods, to serve and to worship
them,—shall become like that girdle.

IT For as the girdle sticks to the waist
of a man, so I wished to cause the
whole house of Israel, and the whole
house of Judah to stick to Me,”
said the EVER-LIVING, “ for them to
be My People, and Fame, and Glory,
and Honour ;—but they would not

I2 attend. Therefore say this to them,
Thus says the EVER-LIVING GOD of
Israel, ‘Every bottle can be filled
with wine!’

““When they will say to you, * Are
we not aware that every bottle can
be filled with wine ?’

I3 *“Then say to them:—* Thus says
the EVER-LIVING : I will fill all the
inhabitants of this land, and the kings
sitting on David’s throne, with the
Priests, and the Preachers, and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to

14 drunkenness, when a man will assail
}'ﬁs brother, and fathers their children
Indiscriminately,’ ” said the EVER-
LIVING. *“ T will not pity, nor spare,
nor have mercy to relieve them.”

1 Euphrates.

@he Prophet ralls to Repentance.

Be not too proud to listen and 15
hear,—for the EVER-LIVING speaks.
Give honour to your EVER-LIVING 16
Gop, before it is dark, and before
your feet stumble on the hills of
twilight, and you long for light,—but
there is only desolation with the
Shadow of Death, in the realm of
gloom! But if you will not listen, 14
my soul will weep in secret for your
pride, and my eyes drop down tears,
because the flock of the EVER-LIVING
will be captured !

Say to the king and his nobles, 18
“Reflect! Turn! Throw down the
beautiful turbans from your heads!
The cities of the south are shut up, 19
and there is none to open,—Judah isa
captive; all Jerusalem is a captive! "

Raise your eyes and see! They 20
come from the north I-—Where is the-. .
flock entrusted to you >—Your beauti-
ful sheep ? What can you reply when 21
He enquires of you? when you have
instructed them against yourself,
teaching to resist? Will not tor-
ments seize you like a woman in
labour?

@The FLord's Address resumed.

“But if you say to your heart, 22
‘ Why have these come ?’ For your
many passions, your skirts are
stripped violently from your heels.

“ Can the Kushite change his skin ? 23
or the leopard his spots? Then you
will be able to do good,—who are
accustomed to do evil! Therefore I 24
will scatter them like stubble running
before the wind to the desert! This 25
is their destined fate from Me,” says
the EVER-LIVING, *‘ for those who
reject Me, and rely upon falsehood.
So I also will turn your petticoats 26
over.your face, and your shame shall
be seen! I have seen your adulteries 27
and neighings, your brothels con-
trived on the hills in the fields,—your
abominations,—like to you, Jerusa-
lem! You will not purify yourself |—
How long will it last? "

The Great Brought described.

This was the message from the 14
EVER-LIVING that came to Jeremiah
about the drought.

‘ Judah faints and her gates lan- 2
guish! They mourn in the country,
and wailings go up from Jerusalem !
They send their little children to the 3
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waters,—they go to the wells,—they
find no water! They all return
empty, ashamed, depressed, with
veiled heads! Fire sweeps over the
ground ;—for there are no showers
on the earth ;—the meadows are
ashamed,—they cover their heads,
for even the deer in the field bears
young, and deserts it, for there is no
herbage! The wild asses stand on
the hill-tops sniffing the wind,—their
eyes are all like serpents’, for they
have no grass!”

Jeremiah Prays for bhis @onntry.

7

I0

II

~ LIVING also said to me,

I2

13

14

15

16

Although our faults witness against
us, O EVER-LIVING, intervene for
Your NAME's sake. Although we
have sinned by often deserting you.

Hope of Israel! save him in the
period of distress! Why are You like
a stranger to the land? And like a
traveller staying to lodge ? Why are
You like a defeated man? Like a
hero, unable to conquer? Yet You,
EVER-LIVING, are near us, and Your
NAME is over us. We call but You
comfort us not!

Then the EVER-LIVING said about
this People, ** Because they love their
feet to wander unrestrained, the
EVER-LIVING does not approve them.
Now He will remember their faults,
and punish their sins.” The EVER-
“Pray not
for the benefit of this People! When
they fast I will not hear their cries ;
and when they offer burnt-offering,
and gifts, I will not accept them, for
by sword and famine and plague I
will destroy them."” _

Then T replied, “Ah! ALMIGHTY
LORD, you perceive the Preachers
tell them, ‘ They will not see a sword,
and that famine will not come on
them.” But ‘I will give you true
peace in this place, all of you.’ "’

The EVER-LIVING, however, replied
to me, “ Those Preachers preach lies
in My Name. I never sent them! I
have not commanded or spoken to
them. They preach to you a false
vision,—a pagan lie,—and the inven-
tion of their own hearts! There-
fore,” says the EVER-LIVING, ‘““to the
Preachers who preach in My NAME,
and whom I have not sent, and who
say, ‘Sword and famine shall not
come to this country,’ those Preachers
themselves shall be killed by sword
and famine! And the People they
preach to shall be refuse in the streets
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of Jerusalem, before the sword and
the famine,—with none to bury them,
—they or their wives, or their sons,
or their daughters; and their wicked-
ness shall be poured over them.
Therefore address this message to
them, ‘ My eyes shall pour tears night
and day and not cease for the great
shock that has shaken the maiden,
the daughter of My People, wounding
her so much! If1 goto the fields,—
there I see the piercing sword! If I
come to the city, I there see wasting
of famine! For the Preacher and
the Priest alike trade on the country,
and acknowledge it not ! "

17

18

@he Prophet’s Plea to God for Fsrael.

Have You totally rejected Judah?
Has Your soul loathed Zion ? Why
have You wounded us when we have
no physician? And so suddenly ?
We acknowledge, EVER-LIVING, we
have sinned with the faults of our
forefathers,—fo1 we have sinned
against You! Despise us not, for the
sake of Your NAME ! Degrade not
Your Majestic Throne! Remember

.not the breach of Your Covenant

against us! Can any of the phan-
tasms of the heathen give rain? Can
the skies give plenty ? Is it not You
alone, our EVER-LIVING GOD? and
we hope in You, for You produce all
those,

But the EVERLIVING replied to me,
“If Moses and Samuel stood before

| Me, yet My soul would not be with

this People.—Send them from My
presence! Letthem go out! But if
they say to you, * Where shall we go?’
then you shall say to them, ‘ Thus
says the EVER-LIVING: Whoever is

I9

20

21

22

15

2

for death to death, and whoever is

for the sword to the sword, and who-
ever is for the famine to the famine,
and whoever is for captivity to
captivity.” For I will appoint four
families over them,” ‘the EVER-
LIVING said. ‘‘ The sword to murder,
and the dogs to tear; and the birds
of the skies, and the beasts of the field
to devour and destroy! I will also
give them to be shaken out to all the
kingdoms of the earth, on account of
Manasseh the son of Hezekhizah, king
of Judah, because of all he did in
Jerusalem. For who will pity you,
Jerusalem? And who will console
you? And who will turn to wish
your health? You have abandoned
Me,” says the EVER-LIVING, ‘you

4
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have deserted,—therefore I point at
you, and strip you, and hate pitying

7 you! So I will winnow you with a
winnower from the gates of the
country,—1 will fling out,—1 will
destroy My People! Yet they will

8 not return from their ways. I have
made their widows more numerous
than the sands of the seas. I have
allowed outrage on the mother of
young men, in open day; I have
driven anguish and terror on her

9 suddenly ! The mother of seven
languishes; the breath of her life has
gone! Her sun has set while it is
day! She is disgraced and scorned !
But I will give the remainder to the
sword,—to the face of their enemies,"”
says the EVER-LIVING.

@he Prophet’s Cry of Bespair.

Alas, for me, my mother! You
have borne me a man of strife, and
a man of doom to all the land! I
have not borrowed, nor have I lent on
usury ;—yet all curse me!

However the EVER-LIVING said,
“Will T not beneficently release?
Will I not intercede for you yourself
with the enemy in the bad time,—
the time of distress? Can iron break
a weapon made from the northern
steel ?

“1 will expose your power and
treasures to plunder, not to sale!
because of all your idols in all your
boundaries. And they shall be taken
away by your enemies to an unknown
land, for a fire burns in My anger,
kindled against youn.”

I0

II

12
13

14

Fevemial Praus for Wimself for
Protection.

EVERLIVING, You know! Re-
member and visit me, and avenge me
upon my persecutors! Repel me not
in Your anger! Support me! You
know I am reproached on account
16 of You. I found Your words and

devoured them, and Your words were

sweet and pleasunt to my heart,—for

Your NAME was fixed upon me,—
17 EVER-LIVING GOp ofF Hosrts! I

have not sat in the company of the

joyous ;—but felt pleasure at Your

side,~—1I sat solitary because You filled
18 me with indignation. Why is my
misery perpetual? and my wound
incurable ? refusing to be healed ?
Why are You like failing, unstable
waters ?

15

Then the LoRrp replied, ‘If you 19
will return,—then I will restore you
to stand before Me. And if you sort
out the worthless from the valuable,
you shall be like My mouth,—they
will come to you,—and you need not
go to them. I will also make for you
a wall of brass as a defence against
this People ;—they may fight against
you.—but they shall not overpower 21
you, for I will be there to save and
deliver you,” said the EVER-LIVING.
“I will also deliver you from the
hand of the wicked, and redeem you
from the hand of the terrible.”

@The Prophet forbidden to Marry.

Again, the message of the EVER- 16
LIVING came to me to say :—

“You shall not take a wife, nor 2
shall you have sons and daughters in
thisplace. For,” thus said the EVER- 3
LIVING, *“upon the sons and the
daughters that are born in this place,
and upon the mothers who bore them,
and upon the fathers who caused
their birth in this land, I will infiict 4
sickening deaths. They shall .die
unmourned, and lie unburied on the
face of the ground like dung! They
shall end by sword and famine, and
their corpses shall be food for the
fowls of the sky, and the beasts of the
earth.”

Thus said the EVER-LIVING :— 5

‘ Enter not the House of Weeping,
—nor go to a burial, nor moan for
them, for I will remove Peace from
this People,” said the EVER-LIVING,
“with Mercy and Pity. Both the 6
little and great in this land shall die,
—they shall not be buried,—they
shall not be mourned or lamented,
nor shorn fors nor shaven. They 7
shall not distribute the bread of grief
to comfort themselves over the dead,
nor drink the cup of consolation for
their father and mother.

‘ Neither enter the House of Feast- 8
ing to sit with them, to eat and drink,
for thus says the LORD oF HosTs, 9
the Gop of Israel,—I will cause the
sound of joy and gladness, and the
voice of the bridegroom and bride to
cease from this place, in your sight
and in your days. But when you
relate to this People all these things,
and they ask you, ' For what object
does the EVER-LIVING speak to us
about all this great misery ? What
is our fault? and what is the sin
which we have sinned against our

20

22

Io
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I3
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I5

16

17

18

EVER-LIVING GOD ?’ You shall then
answer them, ‘ Because your fathers
abandoned Me,” says the EVER-
LIVING, ‘‘and went after seducing
gods, and served and worshipped
them,—rejecting Me, and not keepirg
My laws.—You also have done wrong
in doing like your fathers,—for, see!
you each follow the ideas of your
wicked hearts, and never listen to
Me! So I will throw you out of this
land to a land unknown to you and
your fathers, and there you can serve
these seducing gods, day and night,
where I will show you no favour.
Therefore, look! the days come.”
says the EVER-LIVING, ‘when they
will no more-say, ‘ By the life of
the EVER-LIVING Who brought the
children of Israel from the land of
the Mitzeraim,” but ‘By the life of
the EVER-LIVING Who brought the
children of Israel from the north,
and from all the countries where He
drove them, and Who restored them
to the land of their fathers.’

Israel’'s Return Promised.

*“1 will send many fishermen,” says
the EVER-LIVING, * who will fish for
them; and after them 1 will send
many hunters, who will hunt them
upon every hill, and upon every
mount and cliff, and crag; for My
eyes are over all their courses,—they

are not hidden from Me,—and their*

faults are not concealed from My
sight. But I will first repay their
faults and their sins upon them

double, because they have polluted
My land with their filthy carcases,
and filled my Inheritance with their
abominations.”

@The Weathen Wwill come to Seeh
for God.

EVER-LIVING! my strength, and 19
power, and consolation in the day of
distress! The heathen shall come
to You from the bounds of the earth,
and say; ‘‘ Our forefathers inherited
only Falsehood and Delusion, in
whom there is no helpfulness. Can 20
mankind make themselves gods,—
when they are not gods ? " I will, 21

| however, instruct them at that time,

—-1 will teach them My Power and
Might,—and they will know that My
NAME is The ETERNAL !

@The Record of the Hins of Fuial.

The sins of Judah are written with 17
an iron pen, engraved with a diamond
point on the tablet of their heart,
and upon the horns of their altar!
Your children remember them ;— 2
with your shrines under the leafy
trees, on the tops of the hills! My 3
Highland fields! 1 will give your
wealth, all your treasures to plunder!
with your castles of sin in all your
borders. And you shall break your: 4
selves loose from the estate that I
gave you, and enslave yourselves to
your enemy, in a land you know not,
for an unquenchable fire shall burn
you in My wrath,

Thus says the EVER-LIVING : 5

@he Gurse and the Wlessing.

* Curse the man who trusts on mankind,
And makes flesh his arm, and turns from LORD.
He shall be like one lost in the Arbah,
Who cannot see whence help can come,—
Or laid scorched in the Desert,
The salt-land, where none can reside !

* But bless him who trusts on the LORD,
And on the LORD puts all his Trust;
He shall be like a tree by a brook
Which sends its roots out to the stream.

10

It fears not the heat when it comes,
And its leaves are at every time green ;
It fears not in years of distress,

And refrains not from bearing its fruit.

“ The heart is more false than all things,

And who among men knows his own ?

I, the LLORD, search the heart and try thoughts

And fix for each person his path,
507
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With the fruit that will grow up from it,

As the bird hatches what she laid not,
He who by injustice makes wealth,
In the midst of his days he may lose,
And at the last be regarded a fool !

@he Boom of Apostasy.

We formerly raised a splendid
Throné on high for our Sanctuary !
Lorp, the Hope of Israel, all who
forsake You will be disgraced, de-
graded to the earth,—they will be
cut off,—because they forsake the
fountain of the Water of Life,~the
EVER-LIVING!

Feremial Eaments his Call.

Heal me, EVER-LIVING, and I
shall be well. Save me, EVER-
LIVING, and I shall be safe, for I
pray to You. Look! they sneer at
me, ** Where is the message of the
EVER-LIVING? Let it come now !

Yet I was not eager to feed after
You; and I was not greedy for You
in a human sense,—You know the
product of my lips came straight
from Your presence. Do not terrify
me,; You are my trust in the day
of distress. Let my persecutors be
disgraced, but I not disgraced. Let

them be terrified,—~but I not in°

terror., ILet a day of distress come
on them,—and repeat their wounds
on themselves,

@he Prophet ordered o Preach at

19

20

21

22

the Gates.

‘The LORD commanded me thus:

““Go and station yourself at the
People’s Gate, where the kings of
Judah go out and come in, and at all
the gates of Jerusalem, and say to
them, ¢ Listen to the message of the
EVER-LIVING, you kings of Judah
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
who come to these gates. Thus says
the EVER-LIVING. Take care of your
lives, and carry no loads on the Sab-
bath day, nor bring them to the gates
of Jerusalem, neither bring them out
from your homes on the Day of Rest,
nor do any work, but hallow the Day
of Rest,as I instructed your fathers.”
They, however, will not listen, nor
incline their ears, but stiffen their
neck, and refuse to hear, and refuse
to accept advice.

"“Yet,” the EVER-LIVING said, * if
you will listen to Me, and refrain
from bringing loads into the City

Gates on the Day of Rest, and will
sanctify the Sabbath day, and re-
frain from doing business on it, then
kings and princes, sitting on the
Throne of David, shall come to the
gates of this city riding in chariots
with their horsemen. ‘Then the
princes of the men of Judah, and the
population of Jerusalem, will reside
in this city for ever. They will also
come from the villages of Judah and
from the suburbs of Jerusalem, and
from the land of Benjamin, and from
the slopes, and from the hills, and
from the desert: they will come up

25

26

with sacrifice and offerings, and in- -

cense, and advance to the House of
the EVER-LIVING with praise. But
if you will not listen to Me, and
sanctify the day of Rest, by refraining
from carrying loads, and bringing
into the Gates of Jerusalem on the
Day of Rest,—I will set fire to your
Gates, and it shall consume’ the"
palaces of Jerusalem and be un-
quenchable !

Jereminly ordeved to Go s the
Potter’s Bouse.

The message that came to Jere-
miah from the EVER-LIVING to
say :

‘ Arise, and go down to the potter's
house, and there I will let you hear
My message.”’

So I got up and went down to the
potter's house, and saw him making
a vessel on his wheel, but he spoiled
the article which he was making
from the clay by his hand. Then
the potter changed it and made
another article that it pleased the
potter to make.

Then the message of the EVER-
LIVING came to me, saying :—

““Am I not able to do with you
like this potter, House of Israel?”
said the EVER-LIVING. “ Asclayisin
the hand of this potter,—so are you,
House of Israel, in My hand. When-
ever I speak about a nation or about
a kingdom, to pluck it up, to throw
it down, or to destroy it, if that
nation turns itself from the wicked-
ness on account of which I have
denounced it,—I will refrain from
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the  distress I intended to
upon it,

* But when I speak to a nation, or
to a kingdom, to build up and to
plant it,—if it does wrong in My
sight, and refuses to listen to My
voice, then I sigh over the benefits
with which I have said I would
benefit it.

* So you now speak to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, to say:—* Thus says the
EVER-LIVING. I will form misery
against you, and contrive plans
against you, — therefore let each

bring

~now turn from his wicked way, and

12

13

14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

amend your course, and proceed-
ings.’ But they will reply, ‘ There
is no hope of that, for we will
follow our own plans.’ And each
will practise the suggestions of his
evil heart,.

‘“Therefore,” the EVER-LIVING
answers thus. * Enquire, I pray of
the nations, Who has heard such
horrors: as that Girl, Israel, has
done?

“ Will the snow of Lebanon supply
in the fields of Mitzer as cold waters |

are poured from a spring? Yet My
People have abandoned Me for DE-
LUSIONS,—they offer incense, and
stumble from their ancient path-

ways, to follow unpaved bye-paths; .

to turn their country to a waste, to a
continuous jungle! All who pass it
will hiss} and shake their headsl—
I will scatter them like an east wind

before their enemies, I will repulse .

and not advance them—TI will terrify
in the day of distress!”

They consequently said, * Come
let us plot against Jeremiah, for law
will not cease from ‘the priest, or

~advice from the skilful, or a message

from the Preacher;—let us revile
him, and not listen to his speeches.”

Oh, EVER-LIVING, listen to the .

utterance of my plea. They repay

me injury for kindness,—for they dig.

a pit for my life! Remember I stood
in Your presence to speak kindly to

them,—to turn away Your anger from -

them. Therefore give their children
to famine, and their young men to
the hand of the sword, and let their

wives be childless, and widows, and |

let their men come to a murderous
death ;—their brave men slain by the
sword in battle! TLet a shriek be
heard from their homes, when the
plunderers come suddenly upon

them,—for they dug a ditch to catch
me, and laid a trap for my feet.
You, however, EVER-LIVING, knew
all their intentions of murder against
me. Let there be no expiation for
their faults, and blot not out their
sins from before You; and let them
be deprived of Your presence, at the
time Your anger works upon them |

23

Jeremialy ordered io Bug a Boltle.
The EVER-LIVING commanded 19

me thus:

"“Go and buy an earthenware
bottle, accompanied by some of the
gentry of the People, and some of
the gentry of the Priests. Then
proceed to the valley opposite the
pottery-gate, and there proclaim the
message I will speak to you,—and
say :—‘Hear the message of the
EVER-LIVING, you kings of Judah,
and inhabitants of Jerusalemi The
'LORD OF HosTs, the Gop of Israel
says thus,—'I will bring evil upon
this place, which shall make the
ears of all who hear it tingle!
because they have forsaken Me,—
and estranged. this place, and burnt
incense in it to seducing gods, whom
they or their fathers, or the kings of
Judah had not known, and have
filled this place with the blood of the
innocent! And have built columns
to Bal, and burnt their children in
the fire as burnt offerings to Bal,—
although I ordered them not, and
did not command it, and it never
entered My heart ! '

* Therefore take care,” says the
EVER-LIVING, '‘and call this place
no longer Thopheth,! but the Valley
of Murder! For I will empty out
the counsellors of Judah into this
place, and throw them down. before
the sword of their ‘enemies, and to
the hands of those who seek their
lives, and give their carcases as

- food to the fowls of the skies, and

the beasts of the earth, and make
this city desolate. Every passer-by
shall hiss, and be shocked at her
ruins! And they shall eat the flesh

- of their.sons, and the flesh of their
- daughters, and everyone eat the flesh

of his friend in the siege and distress.
with which their enemies who seek
their lives shall oppress them! Then

- you shall smash the bottle before

2

(e

1 The Spittoon,
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the eyes of the men who go with you,
and address them :—

* Thus says the LORD OF HOSTS.
‘I will smash this People like that,
and this city as the earthen jar has
smashed, so that it can never be
restored,—and they shall bury in
Thopheth until there is no room !’
That is what I will do to this place,”
says the EVER-LIVING, ‘‘and to its
inhabitants, for I will make this city
like Thopheth. And the houses of
Jerusalem, and the houses of the
kings of Judah shall become like the
vale of Thopheth,—filthy, —every
house upon whose top they have
burnt incense, to all the Host of
the Skies, and poured out drink
offerings to the Gods of Seduction!’”

Then Jeremiah went from Tho-

pheth, where the EVER-LIVING had
sent him to preach, and stationed
himself in the court of the House of
the EVER-LIVING, and said to all the
People,—
_ *“Thus says the LORD OF HOSTS,
the GoOD of Israel! ‘I will bring upon
this city, and upon all the cities, the
whole of the miseries that I have
threatened it,—for it has stiffened its
neck, and determined not to listen to
My messages."”

20 And Pashkur-ben-Amer the Priest,

14

15

who was the Official Guardian of the
louse of the EVER-LIVING, heard
Jeremiah preaching these things, so
Pashkur apprehended Jeremiah the
Reciter, and put him into the stocks
at the High Benjamin Gate, by the
House of the EVER-LIVING. But the
next day Pashkur brought Jeremiah
out from the stocks, when Jeremiah
said to him, **The EVER-L1VING does
not call your name Pashkur,—but
Masgur - Misabib.l  Therefore the
EVER-LIVING says this, ‘I will make
you a terror to. yourself, and to all
your friends, and they shall fall by
the sword of the enemy, and your
eyes shall see it. I will also give all
Judah to the hand of the King of

Babel, and he shall roll them to
Babel, or assail them with the sword.
And I will give all the wealth of this 5
city, and all its earnings, and all its
accumulations, and all the treasures -
of the Kings of Judah, to the hands
of their enemies, and they shall
plunder, and seize them, and carry
to Babel. And you, Pashkur, and 6
all dwelling in your house, shall go
for slaves to Babel, and die, and
there you shall be buried, with all
your friends to whom you preach
falsehood.” :

Jereminl Prays for Strength.

Oh, EVER-LIVING, you persuaded 7
me, and I was persuaded ! Strengthen
me and become my supporter to
endure it, for all laugh at me daily,
for whenever I speak I proclaim, 8
‘““Violence I"” and *‘ outrage ! ” for the
message of the EVER-LIVING comes
to me to reproach and deride daily!
And I say to myself, “ I will not g
mention Him, nor speak again in His
Name," then my heart becomes like a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and
I labour to restrain it;—but cannot;
for I hear the slander of the crowd,— 10
the terror around suggesting *‘ Inform
against him.” And “ We will, every
man, inform.” All my acquaintance
watch for my slipping! * He will mis-
take, and we can then overpower him,
and take our revenge on him for our-
selves!” But the EVER-LIVING is 11
with me like a terrible giant,—there-
fore my prosecutors will stumble, and
not succeed. They will be deeply
disgraced, for they have not looked
forwards, to a perpetual never for-
gotten dishonour. For the LORD of 12
HosTs tests the righteous ;—He sees
the secret thoughts, and heart. 1
shall see Your punishment on them,
for to You I have referred my plea.
Sing to the EVER-LIVING, praise the 13
EVER-LIVING, for He delivers the life
of the wretched from the power of the
wicked !

Jeremial) Curses his Birth.
Curse the day when I was born,
‘T'he day when my mother bore me,
May it never be blessed !

Curse the man who told my father,
‘ A son has been born to you,’
A thought of sweet delight to him..

1 * Masgur-Misabib " means * Common Terror.”
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16 May that man be like the towns,

Which the LOoRD without pity rained on.

Hear shrieks at the dawn, and shouts at the noon
Because I died not from the womb,

Because my grave was not my mother,

Or her womb closed for ever |

17

18 Why came I for this from the womb ?
To look on this misery and anguish,

And in shame to consume all my days ¢

21

Jeremial’s Reply to the Priests,

The command which came to Jere-
miah from the EVER-LIVING, when
Zedekiah sent to him Pashkur-ben-
Malkiah,and Zephaniah-ben-Massiah,
the priest to say, * Enquire for us of
the EVER-LIVING,for N ebukadnezzar,
king of Babel makes war against us.
Perhaps the EVER-LIVING will effect
forus some of His wonderful works,—

the hand of the king of Babel, and
he will burn it with fire.

* And as for the House of the King 11
of Judah,—hear the message of the
EVER-LIVING :—House of David! 12
Thus says the EVER-LIVING, Ad-
minister justice in the morning, and
deliver the robbed from the hand of
the robber, for fear you should find
My wrath like fire, which will burn

: - unquenchably against your bad prac-
and make him retreat from us. tices. I am against you, Graceful 13
3 Joremiah then replied to them, | OO i R orgat e i raceful
4 ''Say this to Zedekiah. The EVER- y : 4

10

LIVING GOD of Israel says thus :—
*1 will turn the weapons of war that
are in your hands,—with which you
intend to fight the king of Babel, and -
the Kasdim, who besiege you from
outside, inside the walls,—and I will
collect them in the middle of this city,
for I Myself will fightagainst you with
a directing hand and a strong arm,
and with anger and fury, and great
wrath. And I will strike the inhabi-
tants of this city,—~both men and
beasts,—to death with a great plague.
And after that,” says the EVER-
LIVING, “1 will give Zedekiah, King
of Judah, and his ministers, and his
army, and the remnants from the
plague, from the sword, and from the
famine in this city, to the hand of
Nebukadnezzar, king of Babel, and to
the hands of their enemies, and to
the hand of those who seek their
lives, and they shall be struck by the
edge of the sword. They will not
spare them, nor pity, nor show mercy.
And to this People, proclaim, Thus
says the EVER-LIVING! ‘I place
before you the path of life, and the
path of death!  Whoever remains in
this city will die by the sword, or
famine, or plague ;—but whoever goes
out and deserts to the Kasdim who
besiege you, will live,—and his life
shall be as a gain to him. ForIhave
set my face against this city to dis-
tress and not to benefit it,’ says the
EVER-LIVING. * It shall be given to
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the EVER-LIVING, ‘‘ who say, ‘Who
can terrify us? and who can come
within us?’ Yet I can punish you 14
for the result of your ways,” says the
EVER-LIVING, “and lighta fire in your
city, and consume all around it.”

Jeremialy ordered to Benounce
Punishment at the Palace.

hThe EVER-LIVING commanded me 22
thus ;:—

** Descend to the palace of the king
of Judah, and there proclaim this
message, Say, ‘ Listen to the message 2
of the EVER-LIVING, king of Judah,
you who sit on the throne of David !
You and your ministers, and your
army, who come to these gates. The 3
EVER-LIVING says, Do justice,and
right, and deliver the robbed from the
hand of the robber, and give not the
foreigner, and ophan, and widow to-
the hand of the oppressor, and shed
no innocent blood in this place. For 4
if you do this, then kings occupying
for David, shall sit on his throne, and
shall come to the gates of this House
riding in carriages, and with his
horsemen, and his ministers, and his
army. But if you do not listen to 5
these messages, I swear by MYSELF,"
says the EVER-LIVING, ‘that this
house shall be burnt!’

‘ However,” the EVER-LIVING 6
says this to the family of the king of
Judah, * You were Gilad to me,—the
best of Lebanon,—yet I will make


















































































































