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INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF
THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL
AND JUDAH.

———

IN. my study of the Historical Books of the Bible I had frequently wished

for some clue to their writer, or writers, for I could never feel satisfied
that the various sections of the first six of them, from Joshua to the Second
Book of Kings, were each the product of separate Authors, living in long-
divided ages, or that those of Joshua and Samuel were autobiographic
memorials of those two statesmen, for internal evidence was against such a
conclusion, and was decidedly impossible in the case of the Second Book of
Samuel, which deals with events after that Prophet's death. The Book of
Joshua also I could not regard as an Autobiography, for in more than one
passage the Writer refers for the accuracy of his statements to older writers
and public records. The style and evident object of the whole series
impressed me as being the same, and to clearly indicate a single writer as
the Author of the whole history from the death of Moses to that of Hezekiah.
However, no critic or commentator I had come across in my reading seemed
to throw any light on the question, either from tradition or analysis of the
various sections of the narrative. I was puzzled, but the solution of my
anxiety arrived in a most unexpected manner.

One day, whilst reading the Second Book of Chronicles in the Hebrew,
I met that solution in its 32nd Chapter and the 32nd verse, like a sudden
flash of electric light, in the following words ;—*‘ The remainder of the
actions of Hezekiah and his beneficent rule, are recorded in the Visions of
Isaiah-ben-Amotz, the Prophet, upon the History of the Kings of Judah and
Israel.”1

The flood of mental light from those three lines dispelled my perplexities,
and enabled me to see the great object of the six-sectioned History, by dis-
covering its Writer. Wondering that none had previously seen this, as far
as I'was aware, I turned and went to my book-shelf and took down the
Authorised Version, and found that its translators had entirely, by inserting
the little word ‘“*and " after the name “Isaiah the son of Amoz,” altered the
structure and purport of the sentence as it stands in the original Hebrew,
and thus destroyed the key it gave to the moral object and lessons of the
historian, and to the identity of the Writer of the Six Books.

I was delighted at the discovery, and a renewed study of those six books
confirmed in my mind the accuracy of my conclusion by enabling me more
clearly to see the unity of style and aim of their writer, Isaiah, which
‘undoubtedly was for them to serve as an introduction to the two succeeding
volumes of his Exhortations to the Hebrews, and the adjacent Nations, to
religious moral and political Reformation, contained in the First Book
of his Praphecies; which also denounce swift-coming punishment as the
result of a rejection of his warnings.

1 I1. Chronicles, Ch. 32, v. 32.
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INTRODUCTION.

And also in the Second Book, in which he records the opening of his mind,
by Divine inspiration, to foresee in the far-distant future of human history the
advent of a Consecrated Messenger from God, the Messiah, who would bring
renewed hope to the souls, and consequently to the minds and bodies, not
only of Israel, but of all Peoples, who having taken warning by the exhorta-
tions of the Prophet’s First Book had changed their minds from a desire for
Sin to a desire for Righteousness, By that change of mind Isaiah announces
to mankind the gift of a renewed Divine life, communicated through the
Messiah, and thus men would be evoluted in the course of progressive ages,
by the hereditary practice of the laws of God, back into the original state
from which they had fallen by the practice of ages of hereditary sin.

I therefore now suggest that Isaiah wrote this History of the Hebrews as an
introduction to his warnings to his Nation, and to explain what would be the
blessings he foretold, if it repented ; for had he not done so by showing
its former glorious condition and subsequent crimes, those warnings and
promises would have been incomprehensible to the mass of his readersin his
own day, and far more so to us. Consequently it is a mistake to read the
books from Joshua to the end of the 20th Chapter of the 2nd Kings as merely
a political History of Israel and Judah by several different writers, as all
former students have done, for they were clearly composed for a single
purpose, and meant to be the Philosophy of the History of the Hebrew Race,
and to point out the sources of their national prosperity, and the causes of
their decay, paralysis, and ruin at the time of the Teacher and Prophet,—for
he was both,—and not only tothem, but to the whole human race, by a special
Divine Inspiration.

In his history he tries to make this object clear, by constantly referring
his readers to the National Records, or to former historians whom he cites,
for any information they might desire about merely political events.

This point of view, I think, is well worth the attention of students and
critics, as well as theologians, In the old Hebrew arrangement of the Books
of the Bible these Historical Books stand immediately before the Prophecies
of Isaiah ; which confirms my view, and the statement of 1I. Chron., Ch. 32,
V. 32, already cited. , '

After long study of Isaiah’s History of Israel, and also comparing it with the
historical writers of every other land, whether Asiastic or European, Ancient
or Modern, I have come to the conclusion that he was the Father of
Historical Philosophy, and of the Analysis of the principles of Sociology.
Personally, he was a man of the highest birth, a Statesman, Philosopher
and Poet of the greatest genius and highest literary culture, and all these
gifts brought to their perfection by a Divine Inspiration, which gave him clear
insight into the times in which he lived, and also lifted him in Spiritual
Vision to search into the future and to see and record for long ages of the
human race the paths which would lead it, or nations of it, to ruin and
destruction, and those which would bring all nations to prosperity, happiness
and salvation ; his visions closing in rapture as he was shown the coming of
the Messiah, the Consecrated Messenger of God, who would restore Mankind
from their long devolution to misery, through the hereditary practice and
devotion to Sin, by recommunicating a new life to their paralysed minds
and souls; and thus lead them by ages of progressive evolution, through the
practice of righteousness and virtuously beneficent life and resistance to Sin,

to the ability to gain a restoration to the condition of their creation. That
Qb Poasel mln ool _11 a2 v s .e - - - L.



INTRODUCTION. 1x

left upon my mind during study of that great Apostle, and by several definite
statements of his.

But even viewing Isaiah simply as a Philosophic Historian, the handling of his
matter is masterly. It will be seen that he does not deal with history by the
lives of persons, as if history consisted of a series of biographies. On the
contrary, he divides the whole course of Hebrew history into well-defined
periods of Evolution or Decay, according to the mental objects of the people
and its Leaders, as indicated to his reflective student’s eye. The Period of
Conquest is summed up under the title of The Book of Joshua and his
Generals, probably running for 100 years after that great Commander’s
death, of which year he gives no details.

In Judges we have what I would call the Colonijal Period, during which
the Israelites were engaged in a desperate struggle with the Aborigines of
Canaan for life and safety in every village and farm, until all leisure for
national cohesion was lost, and the hero of a few villages, who during his
lifetime kept the natives at bay around his farm, was looked upon as a
wonder. In this period frightful anarchy and crime seem to have been
rampant, except in such petty temporary Chieftainships, till at last the whole
of the Hebrew Colonies seem to have sat down in despair under the restored
tyranny of Aboriginal Despots. Here Isaiah closes his Second Period, with
the Book of Judges.

With the appearance of Samson, who, by his furious strength of mind and
body, showed his Race that the Philistine was not invincible, Isaiah's
philosophic eye saw the re-awakening of the National spirit and hope ; and in
the life and policy of Samuel, that the idea of Social and Political Organisa-
tion, founded upon a restoration of the Faith of their Fathers, had begun to
breathe again in the long-paralysed minds and souls of the Children of Israel.
He consequently begins a fresh Book with the name of the Period of Samuel,
and divides it into two sections. The First, recording up to the death of
Saul and the Defeat at Gilboa, which practically ended what, for want of a
better name for the fact, I would call the Parliamentary Period of Hebrew
life, during which the Civil President of the Commonwealth, called THE MAN
OF GOD, with the advice of an elected Parliament of seventy-two men, chosen
by sixes from each Tribe, governed the Nation, and appointed, as Moses had
done, a Generalissimo to execute his orders in war.

This was the appointed Constitution given through Moses, but seems to
have practically lapsed after the death of Joshua and Kaleb, owing to the
general insurrection of the Aborigines, and the life and death struggle of the
Colonists! to ward off their own extermination. Samuel, also, after the
inhabitants of the District around his home at Shiloh, which he seems
to have freed from the Philistine oppression, had demanded from him
the appointment of a General, or Military Leader—for that is the meaning
of the title ** Melek " in Hebrew—appears to have had inspired into his mind
the idea of restoring the old Constitution in practice, and attempted it by the
appointment of Saul as his Generalissimo, But Saul, as soon as he felt the
elation of military success, evidently conceived the design of seizing supreme
power and abolishing the Civil President’s authority. This struggle between
him and Samuel, the President, came to a crisis and open rupture by Samuel
forcing Saul to show his object through the order he gave to him in the

The name * Hebrim,” the Hebrews. means Colonists. if we translate it inta
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campaign against Agag to deprive the Army of their accustomed prize distribu-
tion, their only pay, by commanding the slaughter of not only the captives,
but of all the cattle, of every kind, as recorded in Chapter 15thof 1st Samuel.
Saul undoubtedly found it impossible to make his men obey such an order,
and probably never tried to enforce it. But this open disregard of the Civil
Authority showed Samuel that, as he had feared, the Military Leader had
determined to become his master, or at least only to leave him the position
of a nominal President. The skilful old Statesman was not, however, to be
shaken off, and he and the Generalissimo to the end of his life were at deadly
feud, and the Constitutional form of Government continued to drag on a
feeble life until the death of Saul, and the seizure of Absolute Power by the
great military genius of David, who united to the talents of a warrior even
greater talents as a Statesman and Organiser. But still an acknowledged
Despotic Monarchy was not established in full swing, until after David had
nominated his son Solomon to the Throne without the slightest consultation
with the National Parliament, or Priesthood. There the philosophic eye of
Isaiah saw the end of the Representative Constitution, and accordingly made
his record of it and his Fourth Book.

However, in the Monarchical Period, dealt with in the First Book of Kings,
Isaiah saw the Ideal of the divine Hebrew Statesmanship ; the establishing of
an organised National Government over a wide extent of territory, and various
pre-existing Tribes$ the object of whose Statesmen should be the promotion
of Industry, as the first aim of National Policy; and the pure administration
of Justice between all classes, to give the necessary security to industrial life
and pursuits; and whose Administrators should never forget, or violate, the
Divine Doctrine that Governments were made for the benefit of the Governed,
and not for that of the Governors, who are to regard themselves as the
servants of GOD appointed for the benefit of His people. In Solomon he saw
its glorious fulfilment in practice as well as theory, and he delights in the
sublime spectacle, as shown by the exultant tone of his narrative.

In this Divine Revelation of Constitutional Government war was never
Deified or worshipped, as it always was, and is, in all Pagan lands, and in our
Modern Half-Pagan European ones and their offshoots—except the English-
speaking ones—as the Chief object of Nations; nor is it condemned as
totally illegal; but ordered only to be used as a means of obtaining peace
and protecting Industry by the punishment, and, if needed, the extermi-
nation of men of violence and bloodshed. Our Statesman Poet, John Milton,
epitomised this doctrine as the National British motto, when he dictated the
superscription for Cromwell’s coinage, PAX PER BELLUM ;—the securing an
extended area of PEACE THROUGH WAR, to be its only legitimate use, as
directed from Gop Himself.

In the Second Book of Kings Isaiah deals with the terrible punishments
inevitably brought upon his people, and all nations, by a disregard of the
Divine Principles of National Polity revealed to Moses, and with tragic sobs
follows the fall of his Race to corruption and ruin through that disregard
which he was given to foresee brooding over them, in spite of the noble efforts
at reform and restoration made by his friend and relative, Hezekiah, with
whose death his narrative ends.

In concluding my introduction to the reading of Isaiah’s work, I will only
add that I consider it the most perfect model of philosophical history, and
of analysis of the principles of national life and death, the writers of the

wrnelAd  Avrae et 3 s R -



xiv INTRODUCTION.

History,"” directing all its events upon Eternal laws of equity, and by equally
eternal laws punishing the breach of the laws of morality and equity upon all
nations; and that the repudiztion of Divine Laws by Statesmen is shown to be
the sin of the Nation, for as statesmen are simply the servants of the
national will, without the tacit sanction of the people they could never
disregard those laws. Isaiah’s whole induction from the facts he tried to deal
with may be indeed summarised in the epigram of his Ancestor, the great
Thinker and Statesman, Solomon,—

‘‘ Righteousness exalts Races,
But Vice destroys the nations.”
—Prov., Ch. 14, v. 34.

The student of Isaiah must not, however, suppose that the prophet was
simply a Moralist dealing with the personal acts of the wicked or vicious, or
criminal ; —fields of instruction that noone saw more clearly than he were those
of the Priest, Preacher, and Administrator. He was by no means blind, how-
ever, to the necessity of edncation in social and domestic morals, but he
himself was essentially a Statesman, and as a Statesman dealt with the
fundamental laws of life and social organisation, as Moses had done, seeing,
under the expansion of his genius by Divine inspiration, that the moral life
and habits of the individuals constituting a Nation are originated or repressed
by the acts and policy of the Governing Class, or it may be by the personal
influence of the holder of the chief Representative power in a State for the
time being.

In fact this is the great doctrine upon which he never ceases to insist
throughout his History, and in his Prophecies. His teaching is that contained
in the rule of our modern Law of Nations, ** Religion follows the Government " ;
but Isaiah carries the doctrine to a yet wider sweep, and adds to it, ‘‘and
Morality follows Religion; and the prosperity and happiness of Nations is
the outcome of their religion, and their ruin inevitably follows vice and sin.”
His doctrine was not new, but simply a revival of the Divine Law revealed to
Moses at Sinai, and it is as true now, and as vital to the life and happiness of
nations, as it was then. To enforce the fact is the great object in the eyes of
the Prophet from the beginning to the end of his History of his race. He
illustrates it in action by showing how the depreciation of its ancestral
feligion invariably brought national disaster and social misery. He does
not, however, teach, as all commentators have foolishly attributed to him,
that at a minute’s notice, upon the personal whim or vicious inclination of a
Chief or King abandoning public respect to JEHOVAH, and professing devotion
to Baal, or some other heathen Imagination, that the whole of the Hebrew
nation did the same; or that when his successor at the head of public affairs
upon attaining the chief Magistracy reverted to the public profession of the
worship of GOD, that all the population followed in a moment. Such an idea
and doctrine is that of idiots, or menks, whose minds have been narrowed by
isolation and ignorance of the facts, of life to the condition of children.
Isaiah’s teaching is, on the contrary, twofold: first, that the Government of a
Nation being in all cases the Incarnation of the National Thought and Will,
itsacts are mentally those of the People it represents, and therefore the Nation
is guilty of its sins, and is consequently rewarded or punished for them by
Gop. The absolute truth of this doctrine is witnessed for by all human
records.
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consequently is to support, teach, and practise the Religion of the Nation, by
public recognition and honour paid to it in the outward forms of its worship,
and by using it as the groundwork of the education of the people; and by
putting a social stigma upon all deviation from it. If this is not done, the
Prophet-Statesman shows that from the tendency of men to follow the mode
of life of the Court and those socially above them, the irreligion of the
Monarch or President rapidly spreads to the lower strata of social life; while
at the same time an opposite current is developed amongst the people,
especially of the lower classes, who, in their earnest desire to preserve the
faith of their fathers, separate themselves from the Constituted Authorities,
and make the destruction of those Authorities the devouring passion of their
lives, even if such destruction involves the ruin of their Nation; and in
opposition to them the apostate or sceptically indifferent Governors become,
step by step, savage persecutors, and call foreign allies to assist in suppressing
the old National Faith which alone they find themselves unable to suppress.

Thus the Nation becomes divided into two parties, whose objects are, not
the defence of their Country, but the extermination of each other; and in its
distraction the land becomes the prey of its neighbours and rivals, with all the
horrors of national degradation and personal slavery to follow.

To listen to these lessons and be taught by them is as important to ourselves
as it was to the Hebrews of Isaiah’s time, and if we neglect them, or turnin
scorn to ridicule them, the same fate will be ours as fell upon the Hebrews.

These may not be the fashionable doctrines of our day, but are those of the
great Prophet whose teachings I am endeavouring to point out.

The work of Isaiah, then, would seem to end with the 2oth Chapter of
II. Kings, and the remaining four chapters to be the product of a lcter hand,
of a date after the Babylonian Captivity.

Probably they were by Nehemiah, written as a supplement to Isaiah’s
history. The style and tone is different, and the wide views of the lessons
and philosophy of history contained in the work from Joshua to the 21st of
Kings are wanting, and the difference in the dramatic power of the narrative
in the four concluding chapters is also noticeable. I would, therefore, head
them * Supplementary Chapters to Isaiah’s History of Israel.”

FERRAR FENTON.
LONDON, ENGLAND,



THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL.

BY ISAIAH, THE SON OF AMOZ.

BOOK 1.
THE PERIOD OF JOSHUA.

- (B.c. 1451.) Bod’s Command and
Promises to Joshua.
1 I-’I‘ was after the death of Moses,
the Servant of the EVER-LIVING,
that the EVER-LIVING spoke to
Joshua the son of Nun, the Lieu-
tenant of Moses, saying ;

2 “My Sérvant Moses has died ;—
therefore you arise, cross the Jordan,
—you and all the people,—to the

3 country I will give to them To the
children of Israel, I give all the extent

4 that you can march over, as I said to

Moses, from the desert to Lebanon :

and from the Great River Frathl

all the country of the Khithites? to

the Great Sea, at the setting of the

. 5 sun, shall be your boundaries. No

© man shall be able to stand before you

all the days of your life. As'I was

- with Moses, I will be with you. I
6 will never leave nor desert you. Be
strong and bold ! for you shall divide
that country among this People, as 1
promised to their fathers to give it

7 to them. Therefore be very strong
.and bold! Keepand practise all the
laws that I commanded to My ser-
vant Moses ! Turn not from them
to the right hand or the left, but act

8 prudently wherever you go. You
must not remove the book of these
laws from before you, but think about
it day and night, for you must care-
fully practise all written in. it, for
then your career will prosper,—so
reflect upon it.

9 ‘“‘Have I not commanded youto be
strong and bold? Be not afraid or
shrink ! for your EVER-LIVING GOD
is with you wherever you go!”

1 Euphrates,—F., F.
3 Hitites.—F. F,

Joshus Prepares to Adbance.

Joshua consequently ordered the 10
officers of the People saying;—

“ Go through the midst of the camp
and commard the People, thus;

*** Prepare yourselves to march ; for 11
at three days from now you must pass
over the Jordan, to go to possess the
country that your EVER-LIVING GOD
has given you to hold.’ "

@The Tribes of Reuben and Gad to
form the Vanguard.

But to the Reubenites, and to 12
the Gadites and the half tribe of
Manasseh, Joshua issued this order:

‘ Remember the command that 13
Moses, the servant of the EVER-

- LIVING, gave to you saying, ‘Your

EVER-LIVING GOD measured outand
gave you this country. Your wives 14
and children and flocks shall remain

in the country which Moses gave to
you on this side Jordan, but you
must pass over armed before your
brothers, with all the strength of
your army, and help them, until the 15
EVER-LIVING has measured out to
your brothers, as He has to you, and
they also are put into possession of
the country which your EVER-LIVING
GOD has given to them; then you
may return to the country you
possess, and hold that which Moses,
the servant of the EVER-LIVING, gave

to you, on the side of the Jordan
toward the sun-rising.”

And they replied to Joshua,—‘* We 16
will do all that you order us, and
wherever you send us we will go.
Exactly as we listened to Moses we 17
will listen to you, because your EVER-
LIVING GOD is with you, as He was
with Moses. Every man who rebels 18

222
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THE BOOK OF THE PERIOD OF JOSHUA.

3-2

against you, and will not obey your
commands in whatever you order,
shalldie! Therefore be strong and
bold!"”

{B.C. 1451.) Joshua sends Spies io
Jeriko.

2 Joshua then sent two men from his
Officers with secret instructions, say-
ing; ‘“ Go examine ‘the country of
Jeriko.” So they went and arrived
at the house of a woman named
Rahab, an innkeeper, and lodged

2 there. But it was reported to the
King of Jeriko that ‘‘men have
arrived from the sons of Israel
to-night to explore the country!”

3 The King of Jeriko consequently

sent to Rahab to say; * Bring to me
the men who have come to your
house, for they have come to examine

4 the country.” . But the woman took
the two men and hid them, and
replied ;—‘ Some men certainly came
to me, but I do not know where they

5 came from. However, when the
gates were shut at dark, the men
went away, and I myself do not know
where the men went. Go after them
quickly, so as to catch them! "

6 She had, however, taken them up
to the roof, and covered them over
with cotton she had stored there upon
the roof.

The messengers accordingly pur- |

sued after them towards the Jordan,
to the fords, and the gates were shut
after them as soon as they went out
8 in pursuit. But they were in hiding.
She then went up tothe roof to them,
9 and said to the men, *' I know that
the EVER - LIVING will give this
country to you, because a terror has
fallen upon us,andall the population
-of the land will meltaway before you,

10 for we have heard how the EVER- -

LIVING caused the waters of the Red

Sea to dry np when you came out |

from the Mitzeraim, and what you
have done to the two kings of the Amo-
rites, who were beyond the Jordan,—
to Sihon and to Og,—~how you gave
11 them to destruction. We have heard
these things and our hearts melt, and
the spirit of a man will never rise
against you, for your EVER-LIVING

Gopn is GOob in heaven above, and on .

12 the earth beneath. Therefore now
listen, I pray, to me. When the
EVER-LIVING shows favour to you,

you also show favour to my father's

family, and give me a pledge of your
truth that you will preserve the lives
of my father and mother, and my
brothers and sisters, and all belonging
to them, from death.”

The men therefore said to her,
‘* May our lives sink in death if we do
not keep this promise! if when the
EVER-LIVING gives us the country we
do not act fair and true to you!”
She then let them down by a rope

13

14

15

from the window, for her house was _

on the wall of the fortifications, and
she lived on the wall. Then she said
to them, ‘“Go to the hills, for fear
your pursuers should meet you; and
conceal yourselves for three days
until the pursuers return; and after
that go your own way."”

The men also replied to her, ** We
will stand by the oath we have sworn
to you., When we arrive at this
country, tie this scarlet cord to your

- window which we are going through,

and collect your father and mother,
and brothers, and all your father's
family with you into the house, and
it shall be that all who come outside
the doors of your house,—his blood
shall be upén his own head ;—for all
who are in your house,—their blood
be upon our heads if a hand touches
them. And if you attend to this
instruction we will stand by the oath
we have sworn.” .

She accordingly answered, ‘It
shall be as you say.”! So she dis-
missed them, and they went; and

- “shetied the scarlet cord to the window.

So they proceeded and arrived at the
hills, and stayed there three days,
until the return of the pursuers, who
sought them in all the roads but
found them not. Then the two men
descended from the hills, and crossed

- the fords and came to Joshua the son

of Nun, and reported to him all these
events. And said to Joshua, ‘“ The
EVER-LIVING will give all the country
to our hands; and will also dissolve
the whole of the population of the

land before us.”

(B.c. 1451.)
The Acracia Woods.

Joshua accordingly arose in the
morning and marched from The
Acacia Woods and advanced to the
Jordan, and all the sons of Israel
with him, and halted near the fords.
And there, three days afterwards, the

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Josha wmarches from
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4-—9

officers mustered the camp at day-

8 break, and ordered the People ;—

*“When you see the Ark of the Cove-

nant of your EVER-LIVING GOD, and

the priests and Levites carrying it,

march from your stations and follow

4 it. However the EVER-LIVING inter-

- poses between you and it, two thou-

sand cubits space. Approach not toit,

except so that you may know the way

that it goes,—for you will not proceed
by the way you did yesterday.”

®rder of the Bay to the Army.

5 Joshua alsocommanded the People
to sanctify themselves, for on the
next day the EVER-LIVING would do
~ 6 wonders among them. Then Joshua
commanded the priests;—* Take the
Ark of the Covenant and proceed,
and. march before the people carrying

the Ark of the Covenant.”

7 The EVER-LIVING also said to

Joshua; “1I will begin to make you
Great to-day in the eyes of all Israel,
. who shall learn that as I was with

8 Moses, so I am with you; so now
command the priests who bear the
Ark of the Covenant, and say;
‘When you come to the middle of
the stream of the Jordan, stand still

. in thetorrent!’”

g Joshua consequently said to the
sons of Israel, ‘‘ Now approach and
hear the commands of your EVER-

10 LIVING GOD ! ” - Then Joshua added,
‘* By these you will learn that a

L1vING GOD is amongst you, and |
that He will drive the Cananites, and

the Hitites, and the Hivites, and the
Perezites, and the Ghergashites, and
the Amorites, and the Jebusites from
11 before you. Look! the Ark of the
Covenant of the PRINCE of the whole
earth passes before you to the Jor-
12 dan; so now select for yourselves
twelve men from the tribes of Israel,
13 —one man. from each,—and when
the soles of the feet of the priests
who bear the Ark of the Covenant. of

the EVER-LIVING, the PRINCE of the

whole earth, touch the stream of the
Jordan, the waters will cease coming

14 down from above, Then the People
shall march from their camps, and
pass over the Jordan, with the priests
bearing the Ark of the Covenant
before the People.”

(B.C. 1451.) Passage of the Jordan.

15 So when the bearers of the Ark
-arrived at the Jordan, and the feet of

the priests who bore the Ark were
splashing in the middle of the waters

of the Jordan (and the Jordan is full
over all its banks during the time of
harvest), the waters descending from 16
above stood still; below they also
stood, for a distance from Adam, to
the wood which is near Zarthan. But
the water flowed down from off the
ford at the King's stream completely,
and the People crossed over towards
Jeriko. And the priests who carried 17
the Ark of the. Covenant of the EVER-
LIVING stood firmly on dry land in
the middle of the torrent;—and all
Israel passed over on dry land until

all the forces had passed the Jordan.
But when all the forces had finished 4
passing the Jordan, then the EVER-

| LIVING said to Joshua; * Select for 2

yourself from the People twelve men,

a man from each Tribe, and order 3
them to take from the bed of the
Jordan, from where the feet of the
priests stand, twelve stones, and
carry them over with you, and place
them at the lodgment where you
will lodge to-night.”

Ttuelbre Stones taken from the Wed
of the Jordan for a Monument.

Joshua consequently summoned 4
twelve men, men whom he appointed
from the sons of Israel, a man from
every tribe, and Joshua said tothem; 5
‘ Pass after the Ark of your EVER-
LIVING GOD to the middle of the
Jordan, and let each man lift a stone
upon his shoulder, as a record to the
Tribes of the sons of Israel, so that 6
they may be.an evidence in the midst
of you when your children shall ask
you in the future, ‘ What are these
stones to us ?’ that you can say, ‘The 7
waters of the Jordan were divided

before the Ark of the Covenant of the
EVER-LIVING. When it passed into
- the torrent, the waters of the Jordan

were divided, and these stones are as
a memorial to the children of Israel
for ever.”

The children of Israel, therefore, 8
did as Joshua commanded, and car-
ried twelve stones from the middle
of the Jordan as the EVER-LIVING
commanded to Joshua, to the number
of the Tribes of the sons of Israel,
and they carried them to the lodg-
ment, and fixed them there. And 9
Joshua set up the twelve stones from
the middle of the Jordan, where the feet
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of the priests had stoodwho carried the
Ark of the Covenant.l But the priests
who carried the Ark stood still in the
middle of the Jordan until the accom-
plishment of all the things that the
EVER-LIVING commanded Joshua to
instruct the people to do, exactly
as Moses had commanded Joshua.
Then the forces hastened and passed
over. When, however, the whole of
the forces had finished crossing, then
the Ark of the EVER-LIVING and the
priests passed in the presence of the
forces. But the heroes of the sons of
Reuben, and the sons of Gad, and the
half tribe of Manasseh, preceded the
children of Israel, as Gop had com-
manded Moses. Their army of forty
thousand armed men passed before
the EVER-LIVING to the war, by the
fords of Jeriko. ~ -

On that day the EVER-LIVING made
Joshua great in the eyes of all Israel,

and they feared him, as they had !

feared Moses all his life.

Then the EVER-LIVING spoke to

Joshua, saying ;—** Order the priests
who carried the Ark into the ford to
come up from the Jordan.”

So Joshua ordered the priests;—

“Come up from the Jordan.” And
when the priests who carried the Ark
of the Covenant of the EVER-LIVING
ascended from the middle of the
Jordan—when the soles of the feet of
the priests touched the dry land,—then
the waters of the torrent returned
from above and went as formerly over
all its banks!

C. 1451.)

Thus the forces ascended from the
Jordan on the tenth of the first month,
and encamped in Gilgal tothe east of
Jeriko; and the twelve stones that
were taken from the Jordan joshua

erected in Gilgal, and spoke to the -

sons of Israel saying; *“When your
children ask you hereafter enquiring,
‘What are these stones?’ you shall

inform your children that they are a .

memorial that the Jordan was dried
up at the passage of the sons of
Israel, when our EVER-LIVING GOD
caused the water of the torrent to
dry before us until we crossed, as our
EVER-LIVING GOD did to the Red
Sea, which He caused todry up before

an

V. g. “And they are there to this day "is
editor’s note, probably by Ezra.—F. F.

us until we had crossed over, so that 24
all the Peoples of the country might
learn how strong the hand of the
LORD is;—so that they might fear
our EVER-LIVING God at all times.”

(B.cC. 1451.) @error of the MWings of
@anan. )

But when all the kings of the §
Amorites who are beyond the Jordan
towards the west, and all the kings of
the Cananites who were along the
sea, heard how the EVER-LIVING had
caused the waters of the Jordan to
dry before the children of Israel, until
they had passed over, their hearts
melted, and there was no spirit left
in them before the children of Israel.

Joshua’s @ircumeision of the People
foith $ione Wnibes.
At this time the EVER-LIVING said 2

to Joshua, ‘“ Make for yourself stone
knives, and remove the foreskin of

the children of Israel again.” So 3
Joshua prepared stone knives and
circumcised the children of Israel at
the Hill of Circumcision. And this
event was Joshua’s circumcision.!

All the full-grown who came out 4
from among the Mitzeraim, —the men
of military age,—died in the desert on
the journey coming from Mitzeraim,
for all the people who came out were 5
circumcised—but all the people who
were born in the desert during the
journey from Mitzeraim, were not
circamcised. For the children of 6
Israel travelled for forty years in the
desert until all the generation of men
of military age, who came out. of
- Mitzeraim, had died, because they
would not listen to the voice of the
EVER-LIVING; so the EVER-LIVING
swore to them that they should not

see the country which He had pro-
mised to Abraham to give to us,—a

- land flowing with milk and honey.
Therefore Joshua circumcised the 7
. children that had grown up after

. them, for they were foreskinned,
because they had not been circum-
cised during the journey. But whilst 8
they were completing the circumcision

1 Noteon v. 2, ch. 5. May not the flint
knives found in ancient graves be those used
by tribes who also practised circumecision, and
not knives for domestic use, as archzologists
¢ imagine?—F., F,

- L
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of all the nation they kept quiet in
the camp until they were restored.

9 Then the EVER-LIVING said to
Joshua, ' To-day I have rolled away
the reproach of Mitzeraim from off
you."” therefore the name of that place
is called Gilgal,! to this day.

The Passober celebrated.

The children of Israel afterwards
camped in Gilgal and sacrificed the
Passover on the fourteenth day of the
month, after passing the fords of

10

11 Jeriko, and they ate cakes from the

corn of the land the day after the
Passover, and baked oats the same
day, and the mana ceased from the
morning they ate of the corn of the
land, and the children of Israel never
again had mana, but they ate the
produce of the land of Canan from
that year.

12

Foshua's Wiston.

While Joshua was resting near
Jeriko, he raised his eyes, and saw a
man stand near him, with a drawn
sword in his hand. So Joshua went
to him and asked, ‘ Are you our
enemy or no?” When he replied;
“Nol for I am the Chief of the Army
of the EVER-LIVING who have come
to you.”

Then Joshua bowed his face to the
earth and paid him reverence, and
said; ‘* What would my master say to
his servant?”

15 And the Chief of the EVER-
LIVING'S Army replied to Joshua,
“Put your shoes from off your feet,
for the place you stand upon, is Holy ;
and Joshua did so.

(B.c. 1451.) The Totun of Feriho
reststs Joshua.

6 But Jeriko shut itself up ;—and it
was shut up before the children of
Israel,—none came out, and none
went in.

2 Then the EVER-LIVING said to
Joshua, “I have given Jeriko to your
hand, with the royal commanders of

3 its power. ‘Therefore let all the
troops march round the walls of the
city in a circle. Do this for six days.

4 But on the seventh let the priests
take the seven trumpets of the Jubilee
from before the Ark, and on the

I3

14

! Rolled-away.—F. F,

seventh encirclement of the city,
after the seventh time, the priests
shall sound with the trumpets, and at
the crash of the horns of Jubilee,—
at the sound of the voice of the
trumpets, all the forces shall shout
with a great shout, when the walls of
the city will fall down, and the ‘people
shall go up, each ahead of himself."

Joshua the son of Nun consequently
summoned the priests, and said to
them; ‘‘Take up the Ark of the
Covenant, and let seven priests carry
the seven Jubilee Trumpets before
the Ark of the EVER-LIVING.” And
he himself commanded the forces:
“March and surround the city!”
He then passed before the Ark of the
EVER-LIVING, and Joshua said to
the People and the seven priests who
carried the seven Jubilee Trumpets
before the EVER-LIVING; ‘ March
on and blow the trumpets, and the
Ark of the Covenant of the EVER-
LIVING shall follow you.”

So part marched before the priests
who blew the trumpets and the others
marched after the Ark,—marching
and blowing the trumpets. But
Joshua commanded the force; * Do
not shout, and let not your voice be
heard, and let no word come from
your mouth, until the day when I
tell you to shout—then shout out! "
Thus the Ark of the EVER-LIVING
marched round the city with measured
step once. Then they returned to
the camp, and rested in the camp.

When Joshua arose next morning
the priests took up the Ark of the
EVER-LIVING, and seven priests took
the seven Jubilee Trumpets from be-
fore the Ark. Marching, they marched
and sounded the trumpets, and
the vanguard marched before them,
and the rear marched after the Ark
of the EVER-LIVING, marching and
blowing trumpets, and circuited the
city the second day, once, and
returned to the camp. They did
the same for six days. But when the
seventh day arrived, at the departure
of darkness, they circled the city as
instructed seven times;—yes! they
circled the city seven times, and, at
the seventh time, the priests sounded
the trumpets, and Joshua said to the
people; ‘“Cheer! for the EVER-
LIVING has given you this city! and
the city shall be devoted, it, and all
that is in it, to the EVER-LIVING,
except Rahab the innkeeper, she

5
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shall live ; she and all who are in her | descendant of Karmi, the descendant
house, for she concealed the mes- | of Zabdi, the son of Zarakh, of the

18 sengers whom we sent. But except | tribe of Judah, took some of the
them, keep yourselves from the | devoted, and the anger of the EVER-
devoted things, lest you should be | LIVING burnt at the children of
tempted to take some from the | Israel.
devoted, and put it in the camp of
Israel, and bring destruction and | (B.C. 1451.) @ke @otun of At As.

19 trouble to it. Fo;‘ all silver, and gold, sailed; but the Fsrarlites repnlxeh.
and brass, and iron, are sacred to )
the EVER-LIVING. It must come to Joshua then sent men from Jeriko 2
the treasury of the EVER-LIVING.”. :g Al, Wthlc? Jas near ?e,that"en:t tg

e east of Bethel, and instructe
The TWhalls of Jertho fall. themt, [‘Go and examine the

20 Then the People cheered, and the cogg It'ie men went and spied about
trumpets sounded!—and when the | o country of Ai, and returned to
People heﬁrd tﬁ"e sou?d ?}f thg Joshua and said to him; *“It is not
trptrgx.pelts, dt Eiln the _peﬁp N ﬁf eerﬁ necessary for all the People to go
with a loud cheering; then the walls up—only two or three thousand men
fell down, and the men went into need go to capture Ai. All the
the city, each before himself and people need not march t-here, for it

21 captured the town, and destroyed all is small.” So about three thousand 4
who were in the city, both men and men of the troops went up,—but
women, from the young to the old, they fled before the men of Ai, and 5
and even cattle and sheep, and asses, the men of Ai killed about thirty-

22 bythe edge of thesword. But Joshua | g persons, and drove them from
had said to the two men who spied | pegora their gates to Shebarim, and
.thelgouqtry; :‘ Go to the dhot;us_e of }tlhe defeated them at Morad, so that the
1nn eeplfng wtohma_l.n, ag urmhgt 3t | heart of the people melted and
with her, as you promised fo her.n | Decame like water.

23 Consequéntly the young spies went » ’ :
and brought out Rahab, and her | 3°5hua’s Anguish ober i!{e Beieat.
father and mother, and brothers, and Joshua consequently tore his robes, 6

24 all who were with her; however, the | and fell upon his face to the earth
silver and gold, and furniture of brass | before the Ark of the EVER-LIVING,
and iron, they gave to the treasury of | until the dusk,—he and the judges

25 the House of the EVER-LIVING. But | of Israel also threw dust on their
Joshua granted life to Rahab the inn- | heads. And Joshua exclaimed ;
keeper, and the family of her father, | *“ Ah!{ LORD OF LIFE! Why have
and all belonging to her (and they | You brought the People over the
are resident in the heart of Israel to | Jordan to give us to the hand of
this day), because she concealed the | the Amorites to destroy us, when we
messengers whom Joshua had sent to Wouliil hav§ beegti contgeng to remalr;
spy Jeriko. on the other side of the torrent
a g For myself, ALMIGHTY, what can

@urse put upon the Site of I say when Israel turns to flight
¥ 321.?1{0. léefore.tits enedmitelf? Whelnt.all tht} 9
ananites an e population o

26 At the same time Joshua swore | the country hear it, pan% surround
saying; * Let the man be accursed us, and cut off our name from the
before the EVER-LIVING who raises | earth? Who will then make You
and builds this city of Jeriko! Let | Name great?” ,
him lay the foundation on his first
born and' Set up the gates on his | (s.c. 1451) @he G@ause of Befeat
youngest! : vetrealed,

27 Thus the EVER-LIVING was with _ ]
Joshua, and his fame spread over all But the EVER-LIVING replied to 10
the country. Joshua; ‘* Arouse yourself! Why

7 But the children of Israel were | are you fallen on your face? Israel 1r
faithless, — faithless about the de- | has sinned, and has broken the
covenant I commanded them, and

voted property, —and Akan the

s
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have taken from the devoted pro-
perty, and plundered it, and hidden
it, and put it amongst the baggage!
12 Therefore the sons of Israel were
not able to stand before their ene-
mies ;—they fled before the faces
of their enemies,—because there is
sacred property with them. Let it
not continue with them, if they would
not be destroyed by the sacred pro-
13 perty amongst you. Arise! Sanctify
the People! and say, ‘Sanctify your-
selves for to-morrow; for thus says
the EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel!
“‘There is sacred property in your
breast, Israel! You will not be able
to stand before your enemies, until
you have cast out the sacred things
14 from your breast!”' Therefore let
them approach in the morning by
tribes, and families. And the tribe
that is intercepted by the EVER-
LIVING, let it approach by families;
and the family that is intercepted by
the EVER-LIVING, let it approach
by houses; and the house that is
intercepted by the EVER-LIVING,
15 let it approach by individuals, and
he who is intercepted shall be burnt
in fire, with all belonging to him,
for he has broken the covenant of
the EVER-LIVING ; and whoever has
done it shall be destroyed from
Israel.”

$eching the Rebel.

16  Joshua accordingly arose at day-
break, and Israel marched past by
its tribes, and the tribe of Judahwas
intercepted.

17 Then the families of Judah ap-
proached, and the families of the
Zarakhites were intercepted; then
the family of Zarakh approached
by houses, and Zabdi was inter-

18 cepted; then the house of Zabdi
approached by individuals, and Akan,
the son of Karmi, the son of Zabdi,
the son of Zarakh, of the tribe of
Judah, was intercepted.

19 Joshua then said to Akan;—* My |

son, return thanks now to the EVER-
LIVING GOD of Israell and giving
thanks to Him, confess, I pray, to me
what you have done ?!—hide it not
from me.”

Akan the Rebel confesses.

20 So Akan answered Joshua and
said, ‘I have certainly sinned against
the EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel ! and
I have done like this,—and like this,

—when I saw a cloak of Shinar 21
peculiarly beautiful, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold
of fifty shekels weight, I desired and
took them, and hid them in a box in
my tent, and the silver is in it.”

Joshua therefore sent messengers 22
who ran to the tent, and saw. the box
in the tent and the money in it; so 23
they tmok it from within the tent and
brought it to Joshua, and to all the
sons of Israel, and they poured it
out before the EVER-LIVING. Then 24
Joshua took Akan the son of Zarakh,
and the money, and cloak, and the
wedge of gold, and his sons and
daughters, and his cattle and asses,
and his sheep, and his tent, and
all that he had, and all the forces
of Israel with him took them to
the valley of Sorrow,! where Joshua
said, ‘* Why, to our sorrow, did 25
you grieve the EVER-LIVING at
this time ?”” Then all Israel slew
them with stones, and burnt them
with fire, and covered them wup
with stones, and piled upon them 26
a great heap of stones to this
day. Thus the EVER-LIVING turned
away His anger; therefore they call
the name of that place, the Vale of
Sorrow, to the present time.

(B.c. 1451.) Foshua assails Ai it}
bis fwhole Forces.

- Then the EVER-LIVING said to 8
Joshua, **Fear not! and do not
delay to take all the forces with you
to the war, but advance upon Ai, for
I will give the king of Ai to your
hand, with his people and city and
land, when you shall do to Ai and 2
her king, as you did to Jeriko
and her king; except that you may
plunder the booty for yourselves,—
Place an ambush behind the town,”
Joshua and all the forces conse- 3
quently advanced to the war, ascend-
ing to Ai. Joshua, however, selected
thirty thousand men, the best of the
army, and sent them by night, in- 4
structing them thus;—'* Be careful
to lie in ambush behind the town,
not very far from the city. And all
of you be steady. While I and the 5 -
main body of the forces with me
will advance to the town, and when
they come to oppose us, as formerly,
we will retreat before them, so that 6

1 In Heb., Akar.—F. F.
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they may follow after us till we
separate them from the city. For
they will say ‘ We are driving them
before us, as we formerly drove them
Then you must rise up
from the ambush, and rush into the
town ;—for your EVER-LIVING GOD
will give it to your hand. But when
you have seized the place, set the
city on fire, as the EVER-LIVING
commands you to do.—Mind, I have
instructed you!"

Joshua despatched them thus, and
they went to the ambuscade, and
halted there between Bethel and Ai,
to the west of Ai, but Joshua re-
mained that night in the midst of the
forces.

Joshua, however, arose at day-
break and brigaded the army, and
he and the officers of Israel advanced
against Ai, and the whole body of
the army that was with him advanced,
and approached, and came near to
the city, to assail Ai from the north.
Now there was a valley between
them and Ai.

He had previously taken about
five thousand men, and placed them
in ambush between Bethel and Aion
the west of the town. Thus the main
body of the army rested on the north
of the town, with its ambuscade at
the west of the city, whilst Joshua
marched by night through the valley.
But when the king of Ai perceived it,
he hastened and arose, and the man
came out of Ai to oppose Israel in
battle with all his forces in the open
plain. But he knew not of the am-
bush behind the city. Joshua and
his Israelite army, however, retreated
before them, and retired towards the
desert. Then all the people who
were in the town shouted to run after
them ;—so they ran after Joshua, and
separated themselves from the city,
and there was not a man left in Ai
and Bethel, who did not go out after
Israel; thus they left the city un-
guarded to chase after Israel.

Then the EVER-LIVING said to
Joshua ; **Extend the javelin that is
in your hand towards Ai, for I will
give it into your power.” So Joshua
extended the javelin which was in
his hand to the city, and the ambush
arose immediately from its place,
and ran with outstretched hand to
the town, and captured it, and in-
stantly fired the city. Then the men
of Ai turned and looked, and saw the

2

smoke go .up from the city to the
sky, and that there was no direction
in which they could fly, one way or
the other; so our forces, retreating
to the desert, turned from their re-
treat,~—~when Joshua and the Israelite
army saw that the ambuscaders
had captured the city, because the
smoke went up from the town,—
they turned and charged on to the
men of Ai, and the others came out
from the city to attack them. Thus
they were with Israel on both sides,
front and rear, and they fought until
only a remnant fled and escaped.
But the king of Ai was taken alive
and brought to Joshua, and when
Israel had finished slaying all the
people of Aj in the field of the desert
to which they had fled, and all had
fallen to death by the edge of the
sword— the army of Israel turned
back to Ai, and struck it with the
edge of the sword ; and the number
who fell on that day, of men and
women, were twelve thousand,—all
people of Ai,—for Joshua did not
withdraw his hand with the extended
javelin until they had destroyed all
the population of Ai. However the
cattle and the furniture of the town
Israel plundered for themselves, as
the EVER-LIVING had said, when He
instructed Joshua. Joshua also burnt
Ai, and made it a ruin for ever, (as
itis to this day,)! and he hung the
king of Ai on a tree until the dusk.
But when the sun went down Joshua
commanded and they lowered the
corpse from the tree, and laid it at
the open gate of the city, and piled
uponita great heap of stones, (They
remain to this day.)1

Joshua builds an Alfar upon
Mount Ghal.

Afterwards Joshua built an altar to
the EVER-LIVING GOD of Israel on
Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of
the EVER-LIVING commanded the
children of Israel, and such as Moses
described in the Book of the Law for
the children of Israel, of Whole
Stones, to which no chisel had been
applied, and he offered upon it a
Burnt Offering to the EVER-LIVING,
and sacrificed a Thankoffering. He
also carved upon the stones there a
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1 The words in brackets are an editor's

notes,.—F, F,
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copy of the Law of Moses, which he
wrote for the sons of Israel.

Then the army of Israel, and the
senators, and officers, and judges
stood on each side of the Ark, nextto
the priests and Levites, who carried
the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD,
together with the foreigners and
natives, on Mount Gherizim, and
half on Mount Ebal, as Moses the
servant of the EVER-LIVING com-
manded, to bless the Nation of Israel
at the start. After that he read the
whole of the Law of Blessing and
Cursing, with all that was written in
the Book of the Law. There was not
a word of all that Moses commanded
which Joshua did not read before all
the Parliament of Israel, with the
men and children, and the foreigners
who marched with them.

C. 1451.) All the Rings sf Ganan
make Alliance to fight ¥srael.

When all the kings who were
beyond the Jordan, in the hills, and
on the slopes, and onthe shore of the
Great Sea opposite Lebanon,—of the
Hitites, and the Amorites, the Canan-
ites, the Perizites, Hivites, and the
Jebusites, — heard it, they allied
togetiler for war with Joshua and
Israel.

The People of Gibeon make a
@reaty of Peace.

The inhabitants of Gibeon, also,
heard what Joshua had done to
Jeriko and Ai, but they acted with
cunning, and went and took worn
saddles on their asses, and old wine-
skins broken and patched, and old
patched shoes on their feet,and worn
clothes upon them, and all their
bread and provisions were mouldy.
They came thus to Joshua in the
camp at Gilgal, and said to him and
to the princes of Israel; * We have
come from a distant country, and
wish you to make a treaty with us."

But the Leader of Israel replied,
* Do you reside amongst the Hivites?
If so I cannot make a treaty with
you!”

They, however, answered Joshua,
‘ We are your servants.”

When Joshua enquired ‘“ Who are
you? and whence do you come? "

9 they answered, * Your servants come

from a very distant country to the

Name of your EVER-LIVING GoOD;
for we have heard what He has done,
—all that He did in Mitzeraim:1
and all that He did to the two kings
of the Amorites who were beyond
the Jordan,—to Sihon king of Hesh-
bon, and to Og king of Bashan, who
was in Ashtaroth,—so all the chiefs
and people of our country com-
manded us to take provisions for our
journey, and go to meet you, and
say; ‘We are your servants, there-
fore make a treaty with us.’ We
consequently prepared new biscuits
at our homes on the day we began to
travel to you,—and now, see, they are
bad and mouldy! And these wine-
skins were new when we filled them,
and now they are broken! And these
clothes and shoes of ours are worn
out from the great length of the
journey.” So theyaccepted the men
from their provisions, and did not
enquire of the mouth of the EVER-
LIVING, Joshua therefore made
peace with them, and concluded a
treaty to preserve their lives, and the
chiefs of the Parliament swore it to
them. But at the end of the three
days after they had made the treaty
with them, they learnt they were
neighbours, who resided in the
vicinity! - For the children of Israel
marched and came to their towns on
the third day,—the villages of Gibeon
~—Kaphirah, and Baroth, and Kirzath
of the Woods, but the sons of Israel
did not strike them, because the
Lords of Parliament had sworn to
them by the EVER-LIVING GOD of
Israel.

Jo
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The Public condemn the Parliament

for the @reaty with Gibeon.

All the public, however, complained
of these lords. Butthey replied, * All
we, the Lords of the Parliament, swore
to them by the EVER-LIVING GoOD
of Israel, so you cannot now injure
them.—Do this, however, and let
them live, that there maynot be anger
upon us because of the oath which
we have sworn to them.” The lords
therefore said to them, * You shall
live ; but you shall be hewers of wood
and drawers of water to all the
Parliament, as the lords promised
you."

19 .

20

21

1 Egypt.—F. F.

2227
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Joshua confirms the Treaty on
@onditions,
22 Joshua consequently summoned

them, and addressed them thus,

" Why did you deceive us, asserting,
‘We are from a very great distance,’
when you reside in the vicinity ?
23 However since you have deceived,
and the result cannot be taken from
you, you shall be hewers of wood
and drawers of water to the House of
the EVER-LIVING.”

They, however, answered Joshua
and said; ‘‘ Because it was clear to
your servants that your EVER-LIVING
GOD-had promised to His servant
Moses to give all this country to you,
and to destroy all the inhabitants of
the land before you, we feared greatly
for our lives in your presence, there-
fore we did this. And now we are in
your hand for good, do with us what
is right in your eyes 10 do.”

So he showed kindness to them,
and protected them from the hands
of the children of Israel, that they
27 should not kill them. But Joshua
gave them at the same time to be
hewers of wood and drawers of water
for the Parliament, and for the altar
of the EVER-LIVING, to this day, at
the place which might be chosen.

(B.c. 1451.) Abdon-i-Zebik, Ring of
Jerusalem, forms an Allisnce to
resist Psrael.

10 But when Adon-i-Zedik, king of
Jerusalem, heard that Joshua had
captured Ai, and had burnt it, and as
he had done to Jeriko and her king,
so he had done to Aiand her king,
and that the inhabitants of Gibeon
had made peace with the children of
Israel as’ they were approaching
them, he feared much, for Gibeon
was a great city, like one of the
Capital Cities, because it was larger
than Ai, and all its 