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directed; and that tale is current
among the Judeans until the present
time.

®he Faretvell Chargeto the Bisciples.
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The eleven disciples, however, went
to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had directed them ; and seeing
Him, they paid Him homage: but
some doubted. Then Jesus, approach-

ing them, spoke, saying, ‘* Every power
has been given to Me in heaven, and
upon earth. Go you out, therefore,
and instruct all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;
teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you: and then I am
with you through all time, even until
the completion of the age."”

THE GOSPEL AS RECORDED BY

ST. MARK.

The Mission of Jobhn.
THE beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, Son of God, as
Isaiah the prophet wrote:
L.o, NOow I wiLL SEND MY MES-
SENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE,
WHO SHALL PREPARE THE ROAD
BEFORE YOU;
A VOICE PROCLAIMING IN THE
DESERT,
MAKE READY THE ROAD FOR THE
LORD,

MAKE HIS PATHS SMOOTH.1

John, baptizing in the desert, was
the one who came and proclaimed a
baptism of conversion for freedom
from sins. And all the people of the
district about Judea and Jerusalem
went out to him; and were all bap-
tized under him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

John was clothed in camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist;
and he lived upon locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying
““There comes after me a Mightier
than I, Whose shoelace I am not even
worthy to stoop down and untie. I
certainly baptize youin water; but He
will baptize you in Holy Spirit.” 3

The Baptism of Jesus.

It was in those days, that Jesus
came from Nazareth of Galilee, and
was baptized by John, in the Jordan.
And immediately upon ascending from
the water, he saw the heavens part
asunder; and the Spirit, in the likeness

1 Isa, xl. 3.
% See John i, 33; and xx. 22,

| of a dove, descended upon Him:

while a voice from the heavens said,

““You are My Son, My Beloved, in
Whom I delight.”

The Tempiation.

Then at once the Spirit drove Him
to the desert, to be tried by Satan for
forty days; and He was in company
with the wild beasts, but the angels
ministered to Him.

@The Good Nefus,

After the betrayal of John, Jesus
came into Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of the Kingdom of God
and saying, ‘‘Because the time is
completed, and the Kingdom of God
is near, be converted, and believe in
the good news ! "

The First Bisciples.

When walking along the shore of
the lake of Galilee, He saw Simon,
and Andrew his brother, throwing a
casting-netinto thelake; for they were
fishermen. .And Jesus said to them,
“ Come, be My followers; and I will
make you fishers of men.” And
leaving their nets, they immediately
followed Him. Then proceeding a
little further, He saw James, the son
of Zebedee, and his brother John;
they were also in the vessel mending
their nets. And immediately He
hailed them. Then leaving their
father Zebedee in the vessel with the
sailors, they wentafter Him,

A Bemoniac Cared.

He then proceeded to Capernaum ;
and entering the synagogue on the
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22 Sabbath, He taught. And they were
astonished at His teaching; for His
manner was like one possessed of
authority, and not like that of the

23 professors. There was also in the
Synagogue a man in possession of a

24 foul spirit; and he called out, ex-
claiming, ** Ah | whatis there in com-
mon between us and You, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have You come to destroy
us? I know You what You are, the
Holy of God.”

25 Jesusthencommandedhim, exclaim-
ing, ** Silence! and go outof him! "

26  And the foul spirit, convulsing him,
and shouting with a loud voice, left

27 him. Then they were all astonished,
so that they questioned one another,
saying, *“ Who is this? What is this
new teaching? Why, He even com-
mands the foul spirits authorita-

28 tively, and they obey Him !"” And
the report concerning Him rapidly
spread throughout the whole region
of Galilee,

The Cure of Peter's Mother-in-Entu,

29 Thenimmediately quitting the syna-
gogue, Heentered the house of Simon
and Andrew, together with James and

30 John. Now the mother-in-law of
Simonlay prostrate there with a fever ;

31 and they at once told Him about her.
Soapproaching,and taking hold of her
hand, He raised her; and the fever
instantly left her. Shethen attended

32 to them. Afterwards, when evening
arrived, they brought to Him all those
suffering from sickness, as well as the

33 demoniacs; and the whole town was

34 collected about the door. He accord-
ingly cured many of those suffering
from sickness and various mental
diseases, and expelled many demons ;
but He did not aliow the demons to
speak, because they recogunised Him.

Praging in Pribate.

35 Rising up very e¢urly in the morn-
ing before daybreak, He departed
into a desert place, and there prayed.

36 Simon and the others who were

37 with him, however, followed in search
of Him; and having found Him,
they said to Him, “ All are in search
of You.”

38 ‘“Let us go to the neighbouring
villages,” He answered them, *so
that I may also preach there ; for this
is the purpose for which I was sent.”

39 Andthroughout Galilee, He preached

in their synagogues, and cast out
demons,

A Teper Cured.

Then a leper came to Him, plead- 40
ing, kneeling, and saying to Him,
“If only You will, You are able to
cure me ! "
~ Then Jesus, full of pity, stretched 41
out His hand, touched him, and said,
I will; be cured! "

And while He spoke the leprosy left 42
him, and he was cured. Then at 43
once dismissing him, He sternly en-
joined him to * Take care and say 44
nothing to any one; but go; present
yourself to the priests, and, as an
evidence to them, offer for your puri-
fication what Moses commanded.”

Taking his departure, however, he 45
began to proclaim all, and to report
the matter broadcast; so that He was
not again able to openly enter the
city, butkept outside in desert places,
where they came to Him from every
quarter,

Polver to Pardon,

He entered Capernaum again, how- 2
ever, after some days; and it was re-
ported that He was in a house. A 2
crowd accordingly collected at once,
so thatthere wasnoroom left, not even
near the door ; and He expounded to
them the Message. And they brought 3
to Him a paralytic, carried by four
men; but being unable to approach 4
Him, because of the crowd, they re-
moved the roofing where He was, and
effecting an entrance, they lowered
the rug upon which the paralytic lay.

Then Jesus, observing their faith, 5
said to the paralytic, ** Child, your sins
are removed from you.”

Some of the professorswhowere sit- 6
ting there, however, began debating in
their hearts: ‘““Who is it that blas- 7
phemesin this way? Whocan forgive
sins, except God alone?” Jesus at 8
once perceiving in His spirit that they
thus debated within themselves,asked
them, * Why are you debating in your
hearts in this way? Which is easier 9
to say to the paralytic >—* Your sins
are forgiven’; ortosay,‘ Arise | take
your rug, and walk!' Butin order 1o
that you may see that the Son of Man
possesses power upon earth to remove
sins (He now said to the paralytic),
Arise, I tell you! take your rug, and 1x
go to.your house,”

And rising up at once, and lifting 12
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his rug, he went out in the presence
of themall; so thatall were in ecstasy,
and praised God, exclaiming, ‘ We
have never seen anything like this!”

The @all of Aaithetn:
@he Binner-table falk.

13 He afterwards went out again by
the lake ; and all the crowd coming to
14 Him, He taught them. And as He
was passing along, He noticed Levi,
son of Alphaus, sitting at the custom-
house; and Hesaid to him, * Follow
Me!” So starting up, he followed
15 Him. And it transpired that when
He reclined in his house, many tax-
farmers and sinners reclined with
Jesus and His disciples; for they
16 were many who followed Him. But
the professors and Pharisees, seeing
Him eating with the tax-farmers and
reprohates, said to His disciples,
“Why does He eat and drink in

this way with tax-farmers and black-

guards?”

17 Jesus, on hearing this, answered
them, * The heaithy have no need
of a physician; but those who are
sick. I have not come to call the
righteous, but the sinners.”

18 And when the disciples of John and
the Pharisees were fasting, they came
and asked Him, ‘“ What is the reason
why the disciples of John and those
of the Pharisees fast, but Your dis-

4 ciples do not fast?

19  ‘‘Canthe groomsmen fast while the
Bridegroom is with them?" asked
Jesus, in reply. * During the time
they have the Bridegroom with them

20 they must not fast; but a time will
come when the Bridegroom will be
takenaway from them,and then they

21 can fast in those days. No one
patches an old cloak with a piece of
new felt; butshould this be done, the

new patch would tear itself from the

22 old, and make a worse rent. And
nobody pours new wine into old wine-
skins; but if done, the new wine
would burst the skins, and both the
wine and the skins would be wasted.
On the contrary, new wine must be
put into new skins.,”

A W@alk througl the Cornfields,

23 Onceas He was proceeding through
the cornfields on the Sabbath day,
His disciples, while walking along,
began plucking the ears of corn,

24 “*Look!"” exclaimed the Pharisees

to Him, ** how they are doing on the
Sabbath what is not allowable.”

"* Did you never read,” replied He, 25
*what David did when he had need,
and was hungry, he as well as ‘those
who were with him? How, during the 26
time that Abiathar was High Priest,
he entered the house of God, and ate
the shew-bread-—which waspermitted
to be eaten by none but the priests—
giving also to those who accompanied
him ?

“The day of rest,” Headded, *came 27
for the sake of man; not man for the
purpose of the Sabbath ; so that the 28
Son of Man is also Master of the
Sabbath.”

A Withered Band Restored.

He entered the synagogue on 8
another occasion; and there was a
man who had his hand paralyzed.
They accordingly watched Him, to 2
see if He would cure him on the
Sabbath day, in order that they might
inform against Him. He then told
the man who had the withered hand
to “Stand up!” and of them He 4
inquired, " Is it allowable to do good
on the Sabbath, or to do harm? to
save life, or to take it?"” But they
kept silent.

‘Then looking round upon them with 5
indignation, being grieved at the
stupidity of their hearts, He said to
the man, *‘ Extend your hand !

He accordingly extended it; and
his hand was restored to its natural
condition.

The Pharisees then went out, and 6
at once held a consultation with the
Herodians against Him, as to how
they could destroy Him.

At the Eake-side,

Jesus, however, withdrew with His 7
disciplestothe lake,and agreat crowd
followed Him from Galilee ; and others
from Judea, from Jerusalem, from 8
Idumeea, and from the otherside of the
Jordan, aswell asfrom the neighbour-
hood of Tyre and Sidon—an immense
crowd—came to Him, having heard
allthat Hehaddone. Andonaccount g
of the crowd, He asked His disciples
to get a little boat ready for Him,
so as to be clear of the crush; for 10
He cured many: and as many as
were sufferers threw themselvesupon
Him in their endeavour to touch Him.
And the foul spirits, whenever they 11
saw Him, fell before Him,and yelled,

.
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exclaiming, * Because You are the

12 Son of God!"” But He sternly en-
joined them that they should not
make Him known."

Appointment of the Ttoelbre,

13 Hethenascendedthehill; and call-
ing those whom He had chosen, they
14 went towards Him. And He ap-
pointed twelve, in order that they
might be with Him; and that He
15 might send them to preach, and to
have authority to cure diseases and
16 cast out demons: namely, Simon,
17 whom He named Peter; James the
son of Zebedee,and John the brother
of James (these Henamed Boanerges
18 —that is, Sons of Thunder); An-
drew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew,
Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,
19 Thaddaeus, Simon the Canaanite, and
Judas Iscariot, who was Hisbetrayer.

Perbersity of Christ’s Gnemies.

20 They then returned home; where
the crowd again collected, so that
they were unable even to eat bread.

21 And His relatives, on hearing it, went
out to securé¢ Him; for they said,

22 “He is mad!” And the professors
who came down from Jerusalem
asserted, * He is possessed by Beel-
zebul; " and, ** He casts out demons
by meansofthe prince ofthedemons.”

23 Then calling them, and addressing
them in parables, He said, * How is

24 Satan able to expel Satan? forifa
kingdom is divided against itself, that

25 kingdom cannot exist. And if a
house is divided against itself, that

26 house cannot hold together. And if
Satan goes to war against himself,
and remains his own enemy, he can-

27 not reign, but be deposed. No one
can enter the house of the strong one,
and plunder his furniture, unless he
firstoverpowershisstrength ;and then

28 he may loot his house. I tell you
indeed, that all the sins of the sons
of men will be pardoned, as well as
the blasphemies with which they may

29 blaspheme; butwhoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit has no release
in the present age, but is guilty of a

30 perpetual sin"-—because they said,
He is possessed of a foul spirit.

Bis Mother and Yrothers.

31 His mother and His brothers came,
and while waiting outside, they sent
32 Him an invitation. And some in the
crowd seated round about Him, said,

* See, Your mother and brothers out-
side are asking for You.”

* Who,"” Heasked, in reply to them, 33
**arev My mother or My brothers ? "
And looking over those who sat round 34
about Him, He exclaimed, ** Here are
My mother and My brothers! for 35
whoever may do the will of God, the

same is My brother, My sister, and
mother}"

The Parable of the Sofver.

At another time, He again began to 4
teach by the lake-side. And a great

crowd collected to Him, so that enter-

ing the boat, He took His seat there
upon the lake; while all the crowd
were upon theshore. And He taught 2
them much in parables, saying to them
in the course of His teaching:
“Listen! The sower went out to 3
sow; and it happened that while sow- 4
ing, some seed fell by the roadside,
and the birds came and devoured it.
Another part fell upon a stony spot, 5
where the soil was shallow; and itat
once sprouted, because there was no
depth of soil : but as soon as the sun 6
had risen, it was scorched; and
because it had no root, it withered.
And some again fell among thistles, 4
and the thistles grew up and choked it,
and it produced no grain. Some, 8
however, fell upon good soil, and,
springing up, it produced grain, and
increased; yielding, one thirty, one
sixty, and one a hundredfold.” He 9

" then exclaimed, *“ Whoever has ears

to hear, let him listen |”
The ECxplanation of the Favable.

When He was in private, those 10
who attended Him, and the twelve,
asked Him about the parable.

1t is given to you,” He answered 11
them, *to become acquainted with
the hidden meanings of the Kingdom
of God : but to those outside, all is in
parables; that seeing, they may see, 12
and will not perceive; and hearing,
they may hear, and will not compre-
hend ; otherwise they would turn back,
when their sins would be forgiven
them. Do you not understand this 13
parable ?” He asked them. ‘Then
how will you understand all the
parables? The sower sows the 14
message : and these by the roadside 15
are those in whom the message has
been implanted; but when . they
receive it, Satan immediately comes
and snatches up the message which is
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