THE GOSPEL AS RECORDED BY

ST. MATTHEW.

The Genealogy of Fesus.

lTHE record of the genealogy of
Jesus Christ, son of David, son
of Abraham,
2. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judah
3 and his brothers; and Judah begat
Phares and Zarah by Thamar; and
Phares begat Hesrom; and Hesrom
4 begat Aram; and Aram begat Amina-
dab; and Aminadab begat Naasson;
5 and Naasson begat Salmon; and
Salmon begat Boez by Rahab; and
Boez begat Obed by Ruth; and Obed
6 begat Jesse; and Jesse begat David
the king.
David the king begat Solomon by
9 the widow of Uriah; and Solomon
begat Rehoboam; and Rehoboam
begat Abia; and Abia begat Asaph;
8 and Asaph begat Josaphat; and
osaphat begat Joram; and Joram
9 begat Oziah; and Oziah begat Jo-
tham; and Jotham begat Achaz; and
10 Achazbegat Hezekiah ; and Hezekiah
‘begat Manasseh ; and Manasseh begat
11 Amos; and Amos begat Josiah; and
g}osiah begat Jechoniah and his
rothers, about the time of the trans-
portation into Babylon.
12 And after the transportation into
Babylon, Jechoniah begat Salathiel;
13 and Salathiel begat Zorobabel ; and
Zorobabel begat Abjud: and Abiud

begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat-

14 Azor; and Azor begat Sadok; and
Sadok begat Achim ; and Achim begat

15 Eliud; and Eliud begat Eleazar ; and
Eleazar begat Mathan: and Mathan

16 begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Joseph,
the husband of Mary; from her was
born Jesus, the Appointed MESSIAH.!

17 Thusall the generations from Abra-
ham to David were fourteen genera-
tions; and from David to the trans-
portation into Babylon were fourteen
generations; and from the transporta-
tion into Babylon to the Messiah were
fourteen generations.

! Danlel ix. 2s.

The Birth of Yesus,

However, the origin of Jesus the

- Messiah was thus : Mary, His mother,

was promised in marriage to Joseph ;
but before their union, she was
found to have conceived from the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
however, was a righteous man; and
not wishing to degrade her, felt
inclined to divorce her privately,
But while reflecting about it, he saw
a messenger from the Lord appear to
him during a vision, saying:

*Joseph, son of David, you need
not be afraid to accept your wife
Mary; for what is conceived in her
was produced by the Holy Spirit.
And she will give birth to a Son, and
you shall name Him JEsus; for He
will save His people from their sins.”

Now all this took place so that the
statement of the Lord, as recorded by
His prophet, might be fulfilled ;

BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CON-

CEIVE,
AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON:
AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
EMMANUEL,!
which, when translated, means, THE
GOD AMONG US,

Then Joseph, having awakened
from his sleep, did as the messenger
of the Lord commanded him, and
accepted his wife; but kept apart
from her until she had given birth to
her Son: and he named Him JESuUs,

The Bisit of the fagi.?

Soon after the birth of Jesus, in
Bethlehem of Judea, during the reign
of King Herod, there arrived in Jeru-
salem Magi from the east, who in-
quired: ‘‘Where is the newly-born
King of the Jews? for we have seen
His star in the east, and we have
come to pay Him homage.”

When Herod the king heard this,
he was terrified, and all Jerusalem
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with him. So assembling the chief 4

! Isaiah vii, 14. 3 Astronomers,
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priests and professors, he demanded
of them where the Messiah would be
born. They replied, * In Bethlehem
of Judea”; for it is recorded by the
prophet:
AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, JUDAH'S
LAND,

ARE NOT THE LEAST AMONG THE
DISTRICTS OF JUDAH;

FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME
THE LEADER,

WHO SHALL SHEPHERD My PEO-
PLE ISRAEL.!

Then Herod, having privately inter-
viewed the Magi, ascertained from
them the exact time when the star
made its appearance. He then sent
themto Bethlehem, remarking,*When
you arrive, ascertain very carefully
everythingabout that Child; and when
you have discovered all, inform me,
so that I may also come and pay Him
homage.”

Having listened to the king, they
accordingly proceeded on their way;
and observed that the star which they
had seen at its rising, went before
them, until arriving, it rested above
the place where the Child was. When
they observed the star, they rejoiced
with very great delight. And having
come to the house, they saw the young
Child with His mother Mary; and
prostrating themselves, they paid Him
homage: and having opened their
treasures, they presented Him with
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, as a
tribute. And having been instructed
by a dream not to return to Herod,
they accordingly departed to their
own country by another road.

The Flight ints Ggupt.

After their departure, a messenger
from the Lord also appeared to Joseph
in a vision, saying: ‘' Arise! take the
child and His mother, and fly to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you ; for Herod is about to hunt out
the Child to murder Him.

Arising, he accordingly took the
Child and His mother by night, and
removed to Egypt, remaining there
until the death of Herod ; so that the
statement from the Lord, through
the prophet, might be fulfilled, which
declared:

1 CALLED MY SON OUT OF
EGgyrr.3

1 Micah v, 2. 2 Hosea xi. 1.

The Massacre of the Innocents,

Then Herod, when he found that he
had been deceived by the Magi, was
savagely furious ; and sending to Beth-
lehem, he murdered all the male child-
ren there,as well as all that were in
the neighbourhood, from two years
of age and under, so as to include the
date which he had ascertaired from
the Magi. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken through the prophet Jere-
miah ;

1 HEARD A SOUND OF GRIEF IN

RAMAH,
WEEPING AND GREAT ANGUISH :
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHIL-
DREN :
AND SHE CANNOT BE CONSOLED,
BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT.l

When Herod was dead, however,
a messenger of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a vision, while in Egypt,
and said : ‘* Arise! take the Child and
His mother, and go into the land of
Israel; for they are dead who sought
the Child’s life.”

He then arose, took the Child and
His mother, and came into the land
of Israel. Hearing, however, that
Archelaus reigned over Judea in the
place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to return there: and having
been also warned by a dream, he
withdrew into the district of Galilee,
And on arriving, he settled in a town
named Nazareth; so that the predic-
tion through the prophet was fulfilled
which said that he should be con-
sidered A NAZARENE.?

The Mission of John.
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Some time after this period, John 8

the Baptizer began to proclaim in the

desert of Judea: ‘‘Reform! for the 2

Kingdom of Heaven is near.”

This man was the one foretold by 3

the prophet Isaiah, where he says:
A VOICE CALLING OUT IN THE
DESERT,
PREPARE THE ROAD FOR THE
LORD,
MAKE STRAIGHT THE PATHWAY
FOR HIs FEET.3

Now John himself had his clothing 4

of camel's hair, with a leather belt
around his waist; and his food was
locusts and wild honey.

Then Jerusalem, and the people s

about Judea, as well as the whole
neighbourhood of Jordan, went to

1 Jer. xxxi. 15, * Judges xiif, 7. 3% Isa. xl.

10571

k)



3—6 MATTHEW.

418

€ him; and were baptized by him in
the Jordan, when they had confessed
7 their sins. But observing many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to his baptism, he addressed them,
saying .
* Spawn of vipers! who hasdirected
8 you to fly from the future fury? Pro-
duce then fruit displaying your con-
9 version; and do not in your pride
say to yourselves, ‘We have our
ancestor Abraham’; for I tell you
that God is able, even from these
stones, to raise up children to Abra-
ro ham. But the axe now lies at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore
which does not produce good fruit, will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I indeed baptize you in water,
preparatory to conversion; but the
One Who follows me is far stronger
than I. I am noteven worthy to carry
His shoes. He will baptize you in the

12 Holy Spirit and fire. His winnower
is in His hand, and He will perfectly
cleanse His threshing-floor, and col-
lect His wheat into the granary;
while He will consume the chaff with
inextinguishable fire.”

13 _ Jesus also came from Galilee to the
Jordan, applying to John to be bap-

14 tized by him. John, however, wished
to dissuade Him, saying: * It is more
Decessary for me to be baptized by
You; andyet You would cometome! "

15 But Jesus replied, * Allow it for the
present; for it isappointed thusto us
to do all that is right.” He then
permitted Him.

16 And when Jesus had been baptized,
He immediately came out from the
water. And the heavens were opened
to Him: and He saw the Spirit of

17 God descending like a dove, and
coming and resting upon Him; and
then a voice from the heavens said ;

*“This is My Son, My Beloved, in
Whom I have delight.”

The Templation of Jesus.

4  Jesus then went up into the desert,"

under the influence of the Spirit, to be

2 tried by the agency of the Devil. And
baving fasted forty days and forty
nights, He at last became hungry.

3 TheTempter thenapproached Him,
and said: “If you are a Son of
God, order these stones to become
loaves.”

4 But Jesus in reply said: “It is
written, MAN DOES NOT LIVE ON
BREAD ALONE ; BUT UPON EVERY

WORD  PASSING THROUGH THE
MOUTH OF GoD.’'
Then the Devil, carrying Him into
the holy city, placed Him upon the
high porch of the temple, and said
to Him: *If You are a Son of God,
throw Yourself down; for it is re-
corded that
HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS
CONCERNING YOU,

TO SUPPORT YOU WITH THEIR
HANDS,

SO THAT YOU CANNOT DASH YOUR
FOOT AGAINST THE PAVEMENT. 2
Jesus inreply to him said: * And it
is elsewhere written, YOU SHALL NOT
TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GoOD.” 8
Again, the Devil carrying Him up
a very high mountain, pointed out to
Him all the kingdoms of that region,
and the splendour of them, and said
to Him: “I will give You all these,
if You will pay me homage."
But Jesus in reply to him said:
‘ Begone, Satan ! for it is written, You
SHALL REVERENCE THE LORD, AND
PAY HOMAGE TO HIM ALONE." 4
The Devil then left Him, and angels
at once approached and ministered to
Him,
Now Jesus, having heard that John
was betrayed, moved into Galilee:
and leaving Nazareth, He went to
live in Capernaum by the sea, in the
borders of Zebulon and Naphthali ; so
that the prediction delivered through
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled,
which says:
OVER THE JORDAN, NEAR THE
SEA,

IN THE LAND OF ZEBULON, AND
NAPHTHALI'S LAND,

IN THE HEATHEN GALILEE,

THE PEOPLE LIVING IN DARKNESS
SAW A GREAT LIGHT;

WHILE IN SOLITUDE CROUCHED,
AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH,

A LIGHT HAS BEFORE THEM BURST

ouT.)’

From that time Jesus began to pro
claim and say,  Change your minds:
for the Kingdom of Heaven ap-
proaches!”

@hoosing Bis Aposiles.
While walking along the coast of
the sea of Galilee, He observed two
brothers, Simon surnamed Peter, and
his brother Andrew, throwing a cast-
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% Psalm xci, 11, 12, 3 Deut, vi, 16,
4 Deut, x. 20. § Isaiah ix. 1, 2.
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ing-net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. Speaking to them, He
said, * Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men."”

And immediately abandoning their
nets, they followed Him,

And going from there, He saw two
other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat along with their father,
mending their nets; and He hailed
them. And at once abandoning the
boat and their father, they followed
Him.

Jesus then went through all Galilee,
teachingin their synagogues, and pro-
claiming the good news of the King-
dom, as well as curing every kind of
disease and infirmity among the
people. And the report about Him
spread throughout all Syria; and they
brought to Him all those who were
afflicted with different mental diseases
and sufferings—demoniacs, lunatics,
and paralytics—and Herestored them
to health.

And great crowds followed Him
from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem,

and Judea, as well as from the other

side of the Jordan,

@The Srermon on the Alount,

Now observing those crowds, He
ascended the hill; and seating Him-
self, His disciples approached Him.
Then having opened His mouth, He
addressed them as follows:

'“ Blessed are the gentlein spirit ; for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

‘* Blessed are the sufferers; for they
shall be comforted.

‘* Blessed are the kind-hearted ; for
they shall inherit the earth.

‘ Blessed are the hungering and
thirsting for righteousness; for they
shall be satisfied.

‘ Blessed are the merciful ; for they
shall secure mercy.

‘* Blessed are the pure in heart; for
they shall see God Himself.

‘* Blessed are the peacemakers; for
they shall be declared God’s own sons.

‘*Blessed are the persecuted on
account of righteousness; because the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs,

““You are blessed whenever they
curse and persecute you, and say every
vile thing against you, falsely, because
of Me. Be glad and delighted! be-
cause your reward in heaven will be
great; for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you,

“You are the salt of the earth; but
if the salt should lose its strength, with
what can itself be salted? It is then
good for nothing, but to be flung out
and trodden under foot by mankind.

**You are the light of the world.
A town built upon a hill cannot be
concealed. A lamp is never lighted
and placed under a corn measure, but
upon the lampstand; and it gives
light to all those in the house. Thus
let your light shine in the presence of
mankind; so that they may see your
good conduct, and praise your Father
Who is in heaven.

“ Do not imagine that I have come
to'abolish the law and the prophets;
I have not come to abolish, but to
complete them. For I tell you in-
deed, that until the heavens and the
earth chall pass away, a single dot or
hairstroke shall not disappear from
the law, until all has been completed.
If, therefore, any one shall make light
of one of the least of its commands,
and shall teach men so, he shall be
declared the least in the Kingdom of
Heaven; but whoever teaches them
and acts up to them, he shall be great
in the Kingdom of Heaven. For I
tell you that if your righteousness
does not surpass that of the professors
and Pharisees, you can by no means
enter the Kingdom of Heaven,

The Taln Explatned,

*You have heard that it was said
by the ancients, You shall not mur-
der; and if a man should murder, he
would be liable to punishment, But
I tell you, that every man quarrelling
with his brother will be liable to pun-
ishment; and if he should call his
brother ‘ Scoundrel,’ he will be liable
to the High Court of Justice; and
whoever shall call his brother * Rebel,’
will be liable to the branding by fire,
Therefore, even if you have carried
your offering up to the altar, and
you should there discover that your
brother has suffered any wrong by
you, leave your offering even before
the altar,and goaway ; first be recon-
ciled to your brother, and then return-
ing, present your offering.

* Make friends with your accuser
quickly, even while you are in his
company; for your accuser may drag
you before the judge, and the judge
may hand you over to the officer, and
he in turn may take you to prison.
I tell you indeed, that you will not
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depart until you have repaid the very
last farthing.

27 ‘You have heard it said that you

28 shall not commit adultery. But I tell
you that every one who looks lewdly
upon a woman,has already committed
adultery with her in his own heart.

29 ‘‘If, therefore, your right eye leads
you to sin, tear it out and throw it
from you; for it will be profitable to
you to destroy one of your members,
rather than that your whole body

30 should perish in the Pit. And if your
right hand leads you to sin, cut it off
and throw it from you; for it will be
profitable for you to destroy one of
your limbs, rather than that your
whole body should perislh: in the Pit,

31 “It has also been decreed that if
any one would dismiss his wife, let

32 him have her divorced. ButItell you
that if any one divorces his wife,
excepton accountof fornication, here-
presents her to bean adulteress ; [and
if any one marries her when she has
been divorced, he commits adultery.]

33 ‘'‘Again, you have heard it was de-
creed to the ancients, that you shall
not perjure yourselves, but give up

34 your vow to the Lord. But I tell you
in short, Do not vow at all: not by
heaven, for that is the throne of God ;

35 nor by the earth, because that is
His footstool ; nor by Jerusalem, for
that is the city of the great King.

36 Neither vow by your head, because
you are not able to make a single hair

37 white or black. But let your language
be ‘Yes, yes’; ‘No, no': for what-
ever exceeds these proceeds from evil,

38 ‘ You have heard that it was en-
acted, Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.

39 But I tell you, Do not contend with the
wicked ; but whoever strikes you upon
your right cheek, then turn the other

40 to him as well. And whoever drags
you to law, and takes your vest, let

41 him have your cloak as well. And
whoever forces you to go with him one

42 mile, then go two. Give to the man
who begs from you; and do not turn
away from the one wishing to borrow
from you.

43 “You have heard it was com-
manded that you should love your
neighbour, and hate your enemy.

44 But I tell you to love your enemies;
bless those who curse you; act
generously to those who hate you;
and pray for those who ill-use and

45 persecute you : then you will become
the sons of your Father Who is in

heaven ; for He raises His sun over
both bad and good, and rains upon
both just and unjust. For if you 46
should merely be friendly with your
friends, what reward have you? Is
not the same thing done even by the
extortioners ? And if you salute your 47
associates only, is that anything to be
proud of ? for is not that done even

by the extortioners? You, however, 48
should be perfect, as your Father in
heaven is perfect.

The Philosophy of Oharity.

“Take care and do not display 6
your charities before men, with the
intention of being observed by them
for if you do, you will not have a re-
ward from your Father Who is in
heaven, When, therefore, you do a 2
kindness, do not blow a trumpet be-
fore yourself, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues, and in the streets, so
that they may secure the praise of
men. I tell you, however, that they
obtain their reward. But whenever 3
you do a kindness, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand
does; so that your kindness may be 4
secret, and your Father Who looks

into the secret will return it to you
openly.

~ Yolu to Prap.

‘* And when you pray, do not follow 5
the example of the hypocrites; for
they delight to pray standing in the
crowds and at the corners of the
squares, so that they may be seen by
men. I tell you, however, that they
receive their wages. But when you 6
pray, enter your chamber,and having
shut your door, pray to your Father

| in that privacy; and your Father,

seeing into that privacy, will return it
to you openly.

“ But when praying, make use of 7
no babble, like the heathen ; for they
imagine that they will be listened to
because of their volubility. Do not 8
therefore imitate them; for your Fa-
ther knows your necessities before
you can ask Him. Consequently, you 9
must pray in this way:

Lord's Prager.
“ Our Father in the Heavens; Your
Name must be being Hallowed;
“Your Kingdom must be being 10
restored
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* Your Will must be being done
both in Heaven and upon the
Earth.

1T ‘ Give us to-day our to-morrow's
bread ;
12 ‘“And forgive us our faults,

13 as we forgive those offending us,
for You would not lead us into
temptation, but deliver us from its

, evil.l

14 “ Forif you forgive men their faults,
your heavenly Father will forgive you

15 yours. But if you do not forgive
those who wrong you, then neither
will your Father forgive you your
misdeeds.

- 16 ‘' Moreover, when you fast, become

: not like the hypocrites; for they
distort their faces, so that it may be
seen by men that they are fasting, 1
tell you, however, that they receive

17 their wages. But when you are fast-
ing, dress your head, and wash your

18 face: so that men may not know
you are fasting, but only your
Father, Who is in the secret; and
your Father Who observes in secret,
will reward you.

Worldliness, and tuhat it
Gosls.

19 ‘Do not hoard up for yourselves
treasure upon the earth, where moth
and canker destroy, and where thieves

20 may burrow through and steal; but
store up your treasure in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroy,
and where thieves cannot dig through

21 nor steal ; for where your treasure is,
there your heart will also be.

22 . ‘' The eye is the lamp of the body ;
if therefore your eye is sound, your

23 whole body will be illuminated. But
if your eye is diseased, your whole
body will be in darkness. Conse-
quently, if your sight is defective, all
your body will be darkness,

1 Notre.—The above is the literal transla-
tion of the original Greek, retaining the Greek
moods and tenses by the clearest English I
could. The old versions, having been made
from a Latin translation, could not reproduce
the actual sense of the Saviour as given by
the Evangelists, for Latin has no Aorist of the
Imperative Passive Mood used by Matthew
and Luke,

The force of the Imperative 1st Aorist
seems to me to be that of what is called a
“ Standing Order,” a thing to bs done
absolutely, and continuously.~F. F,

**No man can serve two masters:
for either he will dislike the one, and
be fond of the other; or else he will
honour the one, and despise the other.
So you are not able to serve both God
and Mammon. Because of this I tell
you, do not embitter your lives how
you shall eat; how you shall drink;
nor respecting your body, how you
shall be clothed. Is not the life more
important than the food, and the body
itself than its clothing?

** Just look at the birds in the sky !
They neither sow nor reap, nor collect
into barns; yet 7our heavenly Father
feeds them ! Ar: younot much more
important than they? Yet who among
you, by fretting, is able to add a
single foot to his height? And why
should you fret about clothing? Re-
flect upon the lilies of the field, how
they grow ; they neither toil nor spin:
and yet, I tell you, that even Solomon
in all his glory, arrayed not himself
like one of them. If therefore God so
clothes the flowers of the field, which
flourish to-day, and to-morrow are
thrown into the fire, how much more
you! You of little faith ! Never there-

| fore fret, saying, ‘ What shall we eat?’

' What shall we drink?’' nor ‘How
shall we find clothing?’' for the
heathen hunt eagerly for all these!
Your heavenly Father knows that
you need them all. But first secure
the Kingdom of God, and His right-
eousness; and all these things will
be ready for you. Do not, there-
fore fret about to-morrow, for the
morrow - has its own trouble. The
care of each day by itself is ouite
enough,
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Che Characteristics of the Wingdom,

'*Condemn not, so that you may
not be condemned. For according to
the sentence you pronounce, you will
yourself be convicted ; and with the
same measure with which you mea-
sure, you will be measured.

“ But why do you take notice of
the dust in your brother's eye, while
you cannot observe the chip in your
own eye? or how can you say to
your brother, ¢ Let me remove the dust
from your eye,’ while the chip is in
your own eye? Pretender! First re-
move the chip from your own eye,
and then you will see straight to re-
move the dust from the eye of your
brother.

* Give not what {8 holy to dogs,
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nor throw your pearls before swine ;
for fear they should trample them
under their feet, and turning, rend
you.

** Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you shall find ; knock, and
it will be opened to you : for whoever
asks will receive, and the seeker will
find, and they will open to him who
knocks. Is there even a man among
you, who, if his son should ask bread
of him, would hand him a stone?
And if he asked a fish, would he hand
him a serpent ? If therefore you, who
are corrupt, know how to bestow
benefits upon your children, how
much rather will your Father Who is
in heaven give benefits to those who
ask Him! Whatever therefore you
wish men to do to you, do the same
yourselves to them; for this is the
law and the prophets.

‘** Enter through the narrow gate;
because the gate is wide, and the
road well paved, that leads to destruc-
tion; and through it the majority go.
How narrow the gate, and difficult
the path, that leads to life! and they
are few who find it !

‘** But guard yourselves from the
false teachers, who come to you in
sheep's clothing, but who in their
hearts are plundering wolves. You
can recognise them by their fruits.
Do they ever gather grapes from
thorns, or figs from thistles? Thus
every useful tree produces useful fruit;
but the worthless tree produces worth-
less fruit. A useful tree cannot pro-
duce bad fruit; nor can a worthless
tree produce good fruit. Every tree
not producing good fruit will be felled
and used as firewood. Reject their
produce; for by this you can recognise
them.

“Not every one who says to Me,

Master ! Master !’ will enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven ; but only those
who do the will of My Father Who is
in heaven. Many will say to Me in
that day, ' Master ! Master! have we
not preached in Your Name ? and have
we notcastoutdemonsin Your Name?
and in Your Name have we not done
many wonders?' And then I shall
declare to them, ‘I never knew you ;
depart from Me, you traders in law-
lessness!’

* Therefore, every one wholistens to
these precepts of Mine, and practises
them, I will compare him to a re-
fiective man who built his house upon

the rock: and the storm raged, and
the floods came, and the wind blew,
and assailed that house; and it fell
not—because it was founded upon the
rock. And every one who listens to
these precepts of Mine, and does not
practise them, I will compare him to
a foolish man, who built his dwelling
in the sand : and thestormraged, and
the floods came, and the wind blew,
and they demolished that house, and
its wreck was complete ! "

And it came about that when Jesus
had finished these addresses, the crowd
were astonished at His teaching ; for
He had been teaching them like a
man possessing authority, and not as
their professors.

A Eeper Cured.

Now when He descended from the
hill,agreatcrowd followed Him. And
a leper, also approaching, bowed to
Him, and said, * Master, if You will,
You are able to cure me ! "

And Jesus extending His hand,
touched him, saying, “I am willing ;
be cured!” And at once he was
relieved from his leprosy.,

Jesus then said to him, ** Take care
and tell no one about this; but go
at once, show yourself to the priest,
and present the offering appointed by
Moses, asanevidence tothesepeople.*

A Captain’s Boy Cured.

When He was entering Capernaum,
a captain approached, and addressing
Him, said, * Master, my boy lies in the
house paralyzed, in great anguish.”

And Jesus in reply to him, said, 1
will come and cure him.”

The captain answering, however,
declared, * I am not of sufficient rank,
Sir, for You to come under my roof;
rather order it only by a word, and my

25

20

27

son will be restored. Although I am 9

a man under a superior officer, I have
soldiers under myself; and I say to
this man, ‘Go,” and he goes; to an-
other, ‘ Come,’ and he comes ; and to
my servant, ‘ Do this,’ and he doesit.”

When Jesus heard this, He was sur- 10

prised, and said to His followers :
‘“Indeed, I tell you, I have never
found such faith as this in Israel. I
also tell you, that many shall come
from the east and west, and shall
recline together with Abraham, Isaaec,
and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven :

I1

when the sors of the Kingdom shall 12
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be flung into outer darkness, where
there will be weeping, and gnashing
of teeth,"

13 Then Jesus said to the captain,
** Go back ; and, as you have believed,
it shall come to you."”

And the boy was cured from that
very hour.

®he Gure of Peter's Mother-in-Fatv.
14 When Jesus entered the house of
Peter, He saw his mother-in-law ona
15 couch and suffering from a fever. And
as He touched her hand, the fever left
her ; and she arose, and served Him.
16 Then when evening came, they
brought to Him many demoniacs: and
He cast out the spirits with a word,
and He cured all those who were sick;
17 so that the statement made through
Isaiah the prophet was verified:
HE TOOK AWAY OUR  WEAK-
NESSES, AND ENDURED OUR
MENTAL DISEASES.]

Qualifications for Biscipleship.

18 Once Jesus, seeing great crowds
around Him, gaveinstructions tocross

19 over to the farther shore. Then a
lawyer approaching, said to Him,
*Teacher, I will follow You, wher-
ever You may go."

20 In reply, Jesus said to him, * The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the
sky have roosts; while the Son of
Man has not a place where He can
lay His head.”

21 And another of His disciples said to
Him, *‘ Master, allow me first to
return and bury my father.”

22 But Jesus said to him, * Follow
Me; and let the dead bury their own
dead.”

@The Storm on the Lake.

23 Then Himself embarking in the
vessel, His disciples followed Him.
24 And soon after, a hurricane swept
across the lake, so that the boat was
overwhelmed by the waves; but He

25 slept. And the disciples approaching,
awoke Him, calling out, ** Lord, save
us! we are perishing!"”

26 In reply, He exclaimed, * What
cowards you are! How weak your
faith is! "

Then getting up, He commanded
the winds and the sea, and perfect

27 calm ensued. And the men expressed
wonder, saying, ‘' What kind of a

! Isaiah lili. 4.

Man is this? for even the wind and
the sea obey Him! "

The Gadarene Bemoniacs.

On landing with Him at the other 2
side, in the district of the Gadarenes,
two demoniacs, coming out of the
tombs, opposed Him. They were
very savage, and none were able to
pass that road. And they howled 29
out, exclaiming: ‘ What is there
between You and us, Jesus, Son of
God! Do You come here before the
time to punish us?

Now there was pasturing at a dis- 30
tance a large herd of swine. And the 3:
demons calling out to Him, said, * If
You cast us out, allow us to go away
into that herd of swine.”

“Begone!” said He to them. 32
They accordingly departed, went into
the swine, and at once all the herd
rushed down the slope into the lake,
and perished in the water. The 33
feeders then fled, and arriving at the
village, reported everything, including
what had befallen to those demoniacs.
And accordingly all the town went out 34
to meet Jesus; and seeing Him, they

[7Z]

. begged that He would depart from

their locality.
@ure of a Paralptic.

Consequently, embarking in the 9
boat, He recrossed, and came to his
own town. And then they broughtto 2
Him a paralytic, lying upon a rug;
and when Jesus saw their faith, He
said to the paralytic, * Take heart,
man ! your sins are forgiven you.”

Some of the professors, however, 3
muttered to themselves, ** The Man
blasphemes.” _

But Jesus, reading their thoughts, 4
replied, ** Why do you think evil in
your hearts ?

** For which is easier to say—* Your §
sins are forgiven'; or to say, ‘' Arise
and walk'? But in order that you 6
may see that the Son of Man has
authority to forgive sins upon earth
(He then said to the paralytic), Rise
up! take your rug, and go into your
own house."

And having got up, he went into 7
his house. Then when the crowd 8
saw it, they were astonished ; and they
gave praise to God, Who had given
such power to men.

And passing on from there, Jesus g
saw a man named Matthew, sitting at
the custom-house; and he said to
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him, * Follow Me."”
did follow Him.

A @ontersation at Table.

10 It so happened that while He re-
clinedin the house,several tax-farmers
and reprobates, arriving, reclined with

11 Jesus and His disciples. And the
Pharisees, observing it, said to His
disciples, ' Why does your Teacher
eat along with those tax-farmers and
sinners? "

12 But Jesus, having heard it, replied,
‘ The healthy have no need of a phy-
sician ; but only those who are sick.

13 Go, however, and learn what this
nieans :

I DESIRE MERCY, RATHER THAN
SACRIFICE ;1
for I have not come to invite righteous
men, but sinners.”

14 The disciples of John afterwards
approached Him, inquiring, ‘* Why
do we and the Pharisees often fast,
while your disciples never fast?

15 In reply, Jesus said to them, “ The
groomsmen must not be distressed
while the Bridegroom is with them.
But the time will come when the
Bridegroom will depart, and they can

16 then fast. Further, no one patches
an old coat with a bit of new felt; for
the patch would disfigure the coat,

17 and be worse than the hole! Neither
do they pour new wine into old wine-
skins ; for if they did, the skins would
burst, the wine be spilt, and the skins
destroyed. On the contrary, they
pour new wine into new wine-skins,
and both are safe together.”

A Girl and a Woman Cnred.

18 While He was thus speaking to
them, a nobleman, arriving, bowed to
Him, saying, ‘My daughter is al-
most dead. However, if You come
and place Your hand upon her, she
will live,”

19 And Jesus rising, followed him with
His disciples.

20 Then a woman who had suffered
from hemorrhage for twelve years, ap-
proaching Him from behind, touched

21 the hem of His robe; for she said to
herself, * If I can but touch His robe,
I shall be cured.”

22 Jesus however turned, and seeing
her, said, * Cheer up, daughter! your
faith hassaved you.” Andthe woman
was cured from that very hour.

And arising. he

1 Hosea vi. 6

When Jesus arrived at the house of 23
the nobleman, and found the musi-
ciansand thecrowd lamenting, Hesaid 24
to them, *“ Goaway! for the girlisnot
dead, but has fainted.” And they
laughed at Him in ridicule. But when 25

.He had dismissed the crowd, entering,

He took her hand and raised the girl.

And the report of it went through the 26
whole of that district.

@ure of Tivo Blind Men.

And when Jesus withdrew from 27
there, two blind men followed Him,
calling out and saying, ** Pity us, Son
of David!” Then when He had 28
entered the house, the blind men
came to Him; and Jesus asked
them, ** Do you believe that I can do
this?”

" Yes, Sir!" was their answer,

He then touched their eyes,remark- 29
ing, '* As your faith, so shall the re-
sult be.”

" And their eyes were opened ; and 30
Jesus enjoined them to ** Take care
and inform no one about it.” But 31
they, departing, published His fame
through all that neighbourhood.

A Bumb Bemoniac Restored.

Then as soon as they went out, 32
there was brought to Him a dumb
man, a demoniac. And when Hehad 33
cast out the demon, the dumb man
spoke ; and the astonished crowd ex-
claimed, ‘‘ Nothing like this has ever
appeared in Israel!” The Pharisees, 34
however, remarked, ‘* By the Prince
of the demons He casts out the
demons.”

Jesus then went about all the towns 35
and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues, and proclaiming the good
news of the Kingdom as well as
curing every mental disease and every
sickness. Observing the crowds, how- 36
ever, He felt pity for them, because
they were harassed and abandoned
like shepherdless sheep. He therefore 37
said to Hisdisciples, ** The harvest is
indeed plentiful, but the workmen are
few. Ask therefore the Owner of the 38
harvest, so that He may send work-
men to His harvest.”

Then calling together His twelve 10
disciples, He gave them power over
unclean spirits, so that they might
cast them out, as well as cure every
kind of mental disease and all sick-
ness.
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17

18

19

20

21

The Mission of the Tivelbe.

Now these are the names of those
twelve apostles: First, Simon, sur-
named Peter,and Andrew his brother;
James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother ; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas,and Matthew the tax-farmer;
James the son of Alphaus, and Leb-
baus, surnamed Thadd=us; Simon
the Canaanite, and Judas the Iscariot,
who also betrayed Him.

Jesus sent out these twelve, giving
them these instructions: ** Do not turn
aside into the heathen districts, nor
enter the towns of the Samaritans:
but rather go to the lost sheep of
Israel's house. And, as you travel,
proclaim the fact that the King-
dom of Heaven is approaching.
Restore the feeble, cure the lepers,
cast out demons; you have received
freely, give freely. Provide neither
gold, nor silver, nor copper in your
purses; nor yet a bag for the
journey, nor two cloaks, nor shoes,
nor staff: for the workman is worthy
of his food. And into whatever town
or village you may enter, inquire who
in it is of good repute: stay there
until you leave it. And when entering
a house, show respect to it. And if
the family are worthy of you, let your
blessing come upon it; butifitshould
prove unworthy, keep your blessing
to yourselves.

* And if it will not receive you, nor
listen to your discourse, departing
from that family or that town, shake
the dust from your feet. I tell you
indeed, that it will be more endurable
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah
in the Day of Judgment, than for that
town,

*I now send you like sheep into
the midst of wolves; be you there-
fore wise as serpents, and harmless
as doves. Butguard yourselves from
those men: for they will take you to
the police-courts, and will flog you
in their synagogues; and you will be
dragged before governors and kings
because of Me, so that you may give
evidence to them and to the heathen
about Me. But when they betray
you, do not trouble as to what you
can say; for in that hour you will
be instructed what to say. You are
not the speakers; but the Spirit of
your Father will plead from within
you. Then brother will betray brother
to death, and father his child; and

children will rise up against parents,
and murder them. And you shall be
hated by all for My Name's sake ; but
whoever endures to the end wil!l be
saved. When, however, they perse-
cute you in this town, fly into the
other; for I assure you that you will
not have completed the cities of Israel

until the Son of Man comes. The
scholar is not greater than his teacher,
nor a servant above his master. It is

enough if the scholar can become
equal to his teacher, and the servant
equal to his master. If they call the
master of the house Beelzebul, how
much rather his attendants! Be not
therefore afraid of them : for there is
nothing concealed that will not be dis-
played; nor hidden which shall not
become known. What I say to you
in the darkness, speak in the light:
and what is whispered to your ear,
proclaim it upon the housetops. And
do not shrink in fear from those who
kill the body, for they are not able to
kill the soul; butrather fear Him who
has power to destroy both soul and
body in the Pit.

‘““ Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and not one of them has
fallen to the ground without your
Father! And even the hairs of your

- head are all numbered. Fear not,

therefore! you are worth many spar-
rows, Consequently, whoever de-
clares for Me before men, I also will
recognise him before My Father Who
is in heaven; but whoever denies
Me before men, I will also deny him
before My Father Who is in heaven.

* Do notconclude thatI have come
to send peace upon the earth: Ihave
not come to send peace, but a sword !
For I have come to seta man against
his father,and a daughter against her
mother, and the bride against her
mother-in-law; and the enemies of
every man will be his own relatives.
Whoever prefers his father or his
mother before Me, is not worthy of
Me; and  whoever loves son or
daughter more than Me, is not worthy
of Me ; and whoever will not take up
his cross and follow Me, is unworthy
of Me! Whoever finds his life will
lose it; but whoever loses his life for
My sake shall find it.

**Who receives you, receives Me;
and My entertainer entertains the One
Who sent Me, When a man enter-
tains a prophet, he will receive a pro-
phet's reward ; and whoever receives
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the righteous because he is righteous,

42 will receive a righteous reward. And
if any give one of the least of them
but a drink of cold water because he
is a disciple, I tell you indeed, that
he shall not go unrewarded.”

11  Now it cameabout that when Jesus
had finished giving instructions to
His twelve disciples, He dismissed
them to teach and preach in their own
towns.

@oncerning John the Baplizer.

2  When John heard in the prison the
doings of the Messiah, he sent two of

3 his own disciples to ask Him, ** Are
You the coming One? or must we
expect another 2"

And Jesus, in reply, said to them,
“When you return, report to John

5 what you have heard and seen. The
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and to the poor is given hope.

6 And happy is he who will not be
ashamed of Me.”

7 = But when they had gone, Jesus
began to say to the crowd concerning
John: “What did you go out to the
desert to see? A reed dancing under

8 the wind? But what did you go out
tosee? A man attired in fine clothes?
Those, however, who wear fine cloth-

9 ing are in the houses of kings., What
then did you go to see? A prophet?
Yes, Itell you, and far more than a

10 prophet: for he is the one about whom
it is written,
SEE! I WILL SEND MY MESSENGER
BEFORE YOUR FACE,

WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY |

BEFORE YOu.l

11 “I tell you indeed, that there has
not been born of women a more
exalted than John the Baptizer. Yet
the very least in the Kingdom of

12 Heaven is more ex:zlted than he. But
since the days of John the Baptizer
until now, the King.om of Heaven is
stormed, and the s:ormers will seize

13 it, For all the prophets as well as

14 the law foretold as far as John. And
if you will accept it, he is the Elijah

15 who was to come. Let all hear who
have ears to hear.

16 ‘' But to what shall I liken this
generation? It is like children sit-
ting in the markets, calling out to

17 their mates, and saying, ‘' We have

1 Malachi it. 1.

piped to you, but you are not danc-
ing; we have mourned to you, but
you will not lament!' John came 18
neither eating nor drinking, and so
they say ‘ He has a demon!’ The 19
Son of Man came eating and drink-
ing, and they say, ‘Look! what a
greedy, drunken fellow! A friend of
tax-farmers and blackguards!® Yet
Wisdom is justified by her children,"”

The Bnrepentant Tofons,

He then began to reproach the 20
towns in which most of His powers
had been displayed, because they were
not converted.

‘“ Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for 21
you, Bethsaidal Because if - the
powers displayed in you had been
shown in Tyre and Sidon, they would
haverepented in sackcloth and ashes.

I tell you further, that it will be more 22
endurable for Tyre and Sidon in the
Day of Judgment than for you! And 23
you, Capernaum, who have been
raised as high as the heaven, will be
thrown down as low as the grave ; for

if the powers which were displayed in
you had been brought to Sodom, it
would have existed until now. Nay, 24
more, I tell you that it will be easjer
for the land of the Sodomites in the
Day of Judgment than for you | "

Fnofuledge and Rest,

Jesus at that time reflecting, said, 25
“I fully acknowledge Your wisdom.,
Father, Lord of the heavens and of
the earth, that you have hidden these
things from the intelligent and clever,
but have made them known to simple
men. Yes, Father; for thus it was 26
decided of old by You. All has been 27
committed to Me under My Father:
and none except the Father fully
knows the Son ; and none fully knows
the Father but the Son, and the one
to whom the Son will decide to reveal
Him.

*“Come to Me, all who labour and 28
are heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest. Take My yoke upon you, and 2
learn from Me; for I am gentle and
kind-hearted : and you will find rest
for your souls; because My yoke is 30
easy, and My burden light.”

Sabbatarianism,.

When Jesus was walking at that 12
{ime through the cornfields on the
Sabbath, His disciples, being hungry,
began to pluck the ears of corn and

1060



" 12-2

MATTHEW.

12 33

2 eat them., The Pharisees seeing it,

however, said to Him, * Look! Your
disciples are doing what the law for-
bids to be done on the Sabbath.”

3 Butin reply He said to them, * Do

you not know what David did when
he and those with him were hungry;

4 how he entered the house of God,

and ate the shew-bread, which it was
not permissible for him, nor yet for
his attendants, to eat, but the priests
alone? Or have you not read in the
law, that on the Sabbath the sacrific-
ing priests may break the Sabbath,

6 and be blameless? But here, I tell

~3

8 demned the innocent.

1I

12

13

14

15

you, there is something more impor-
tant than the temple. If, however,
you had been acquainted with the
text, I DESIRE MERCY RATHER THAN
SACRIFICE,! you would not have con-
For the Son
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

Then taking His departure, He en-
tered their synagogue; and a man
with a paralyzed hand happening to
be there, they asked of Him if it was
allowable to effect a cure on the Sab-
bath? so that they might incriminate
Him. But, in reply, He said to them,
*Who is there among you, that has
a single sheep, and if it should fall
into a ditch on the Sabbath, would
not get hold of it, and lift it out? By
how much does a man differ from a
sheep! Therefore it is allowable to
do a kindness on the Sabbath.”

He then said to the man, * Stretch
out your hand!” He accordingly ex-
tended it, and it was restored to
soundness like the other one.

The Plotting of the P harisees,

The Pharisees consequently con-
sulted together against Him, so as to
find out a means of murdering Him;

but Jesus knowing it, removed from -

there. ‘And great crowds following

16 Him, He cured them all, and en-

17

18

joined them not to make Him known ;
so that the prediction delivered
through Isaiah the prophet might be
verified :
OBSERVE MY SON, WHOM 1 HAVE
CHOSEN ;
My BELOVED, IN WHOM MY SOUL
DELIGHTS !
I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT INTO HIM,

AND HE SHALL PROCLAIM JUSTICE -

TO THE HEATHEN,

1 Hosea vi. 6,

HE WILL NEITHER WRANGLE NOR
CONTEND ;

NOR SHALL ANY HEAR His SHOUT-
ING IN THE STREETS,

HE WILL NOT CRUSH A BRUISED

REED,

NOR EXTINGUISH A FLICKERING
LIGHT,

UNTIL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO

VICTORY. _
AND IN His NAME SHALL THE
NATIONS HOPE,1

19

2¢

21

A. Blind and Bumb Man Cured.

They then brought to Him a blind
and dumb demoniac; and He cured
him, so that the blind and dumb both
spoke and saw. And all the crowd
were astonished, and said, ** Must not
this be the Son of David ?”

But the Pharisees, who heard it,
replied, ‘‘ This fellow does not cast
out demons, except by the help of
Beelzebul, who rules over those
demons!”

Then Jesus,Whoread theirthoughts,
answered them: “ Any kingdom di-
vided against itself is desolated ; and
no city or house divided against itself
can hold together: so if Satan expels
Satan, he is divided against himself;
how, therefore, can his kingdom hold
together ? And if I cast out demons
through the help of Beelzebul, by
whose help do your own followers
cast them out? by that they should be
your judges! But if I, by a Divine
energy, cast out the demons, then the
Kingdom of God has burst out above
you! How,indeed, can anyone enter
the house of that strong man, and
destroy his armaments, unless he can
first overpower his strength? Then
he may plunder his dwelling.

Blasphemy.

“Whoever is not on My side, is
against Me; and whoever does not
gather with Me, scatters. Because of
this, I tell you, Every sin and blas-
phemy will be forgiven to men; but
the blasphemy of the Spiritwill never
be forgiven to men. Andif one gives
expression to a thought against the
Son of Man, he may be forgiven ; but
if one shall speak insuitingly of the
Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither at the present time, nor
in the future. Assume the tree to be
good, when its fruit is good ; or assume

22

23
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32

33

1 Isa, xlil, 1—4.
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that the tree is worthless, when its
fruit is worthless : for the tree is known
34 by its fruit. You venomous breed!
how can you preach purity, when you
are yourselves depraved? For the
mouth speaks from the overflow of
35 theheart! The beneficent mandraws
from his treasury of purity, goodness;
and the depraved man can only pro-
duce depravity, from his stores of
36 depravity! I tell you, however, that
every vile idea that men give expres-
sion to, they shal! render a reason for
37 it in the Day of Judgment. For by
your thoughts you will be acquitted,
and by your thoughts you will be
convicted."”

The Pharisees want a Proof,

38  Some of the professors and Phari-
sees then addressed Him, saying,
‘‘Teacher, we wish to see a sign from
You.” Butinreply He said to them;

39 ‘“Doesa depraved and debauched
race ask for a Divine sign? None,
however, will be given it other than

40 the sign of the prophet Jonah; for as
Jonah was for three days and three
nights in the hold of the Whale, thus
shall the Son of Man be for three

days and three nights in the heart of

41 the earth. The men of Nineveh shall
rise up in the Judgment against this

generation, and convict it; for they "

reformed under the preaching of
Jonah: and now a mightier than

42 Jonah is here! The Queen of the
South shall rise up in the Judgment
against this generation, and convict
it; because she came from the most
distant parts of the earth to learn the
wisdom of Solomon : and yet a greater

43 than Solomon is here! When, how-
ever, the foul spirit has gone out from
a man, it wanders about in waterless
places, seeking rest, and finding none.

44 Then it reflects, ‘I will return to my
house from which I came’; and re-
turning, he finds it quite ready for

45 him, cleaned and decorated. He ac-
cordingly goes, and takes along with
him seven other spirits more depraved
than himself; and entering, they live
there: and the last state of that man
is worse than the first. It will be the
same with this debased race.”

46 While He was still speaking to the
crowd, His mother and His brothers
stood outside, desiring to speak with

47 Him. And some one said to Him,
** See, Your mother and brothers are
outside, wishing to speak to You."

Addressing the one who told Him, 48
however, He asked, **Who is My
mother ? and who are My brothers ?
Then extending His hand in the 49
direction of His disciples, He said,

* Why, those are My mother and My
brothers! For whoever does the wiil 50
of My Father Who is in heaven, he is
My brother, and sister, and mother|"

@he Parahle of the Sofuer.

At this time, however, Jesus, going 13
out from the house, sat down by the
sea. And a great crowd collected 2
about Him, so that He ascended into
a boat, and sat down in it: while all
the crowd stood upon the shore. And 3
He spoke many things to them in
parables, saying

“It happened that a sower went
out to sow; and as he sowed, some 4
fell by the roadside, and the birds
came and devoured it.

‘* Another part fell upon stony land, 5
where the soil was not deep enough ;
and it sprouted very quickly on ac-
countof the shallowness of the soil: but
when the sun arose, it was scorched, 6
and it also withered for want of root.
And anotherlot fell among the thistles, 7
and the thistles grew up and choked
it. But the rest fell upon good land, 8
and produced grain, some a hundred-
fold, some sixty, some thirty. Who- g
ever has ears to hear, lethim listen | "’

@The Rationale of P arables.

His disciples approaching Him, 10
afterwards asked, * Why do You speak
to them in parables? "’
* Because,” He answered, *it is 11
granted to you to become acquainted
with the secrets of the Kingdom of
Heaven; but it is not granted to
others. For whoever has a posses- 12
sion, it will increase with him; but -
the one who possesses nothing, even
what he has will be torn from him.
I therefore speak to them in parables, 13
because seeing they see not, and
hearing they do not hear, neither
will they understand. Thus by them 14
is verified the prophecy of Tsaiah,
which says:
LISTEN TO A SOUND, AND NEVER
UNDERSTAND IT;

AND SEEING, SEE, BUT NEVER
PERCEIVE,

FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE I5
IS STUPEFIED,

AND THEY LISTEN WITH LOADED
EARS, '
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AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE
CLOSED :
FEARING THEY SHOULD SEE WITH
THEIR EYES,
AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS,
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR
HEARTS,
AND TURN BACK, AND I WOULD
RESTORE THEM.!
16 ** But your eyes are happy, because
they see; and your ears, because they
17 can listen. For I tell you truly, that
many prophets and good men have
ardently desired to see what you see,
and have not seen it; and to hear
what you hear, and have not heard
18 it. Listen therefore to the parable of
19 the sower. When any one hears
the message of the Kingdom of
Heaven,and doesnotcomprehend, the
Devil comes and snatches what was
scattered in his heart. Thus it is with
20 thatsown along the roadside. Butthat
sown upon stony land, that is the one
who hears the discourse, and accepts
21 it immediately with - pleasure; but
being without root in himself, he
is therefore temporary: and when
trouble or persecution comes against
the truth, he at once falls away.
22 Now as to what was sown among the
thistles: that is the one who listens to
the message ; but the anxieties of this
age, and the slavedom of wealth suffo-
cate the message,and it becomes fruit-
23 less. Now as to that which falls upon
good soil : that is the man who listens
to the reason, and comprehends it;
he consequently produces grain, it
may be to the extent of a hundred,
sixty, or thirty-fold.”

The Parsble of the Weeds,

24 Continuing, He put before them
another parable: *I may compare
the Kingdom of Heaven to a man

25 sowing good seed in his field; but
while his men were asleep, his enemy
came and sowed darnel weeds among

26 the wheat, and went away. How-
ever, when the plant shot out, and
should have produced grain, then the

27 weeds were also seen. Then his ser-
vants coming to the farmer, asked
him, ‘Did you not, sir, sow perfect

seed in your field? Then where did -

28 the weedscome from?' And inreply
to them he said, * Some enemy must
have done this." His servants then
asked, * Do you wish us to go and pull

them up?’ ‘No!’ was his reply; 29
‘lest while you are plucking up the
weeds, you should uproot the wheat
along with them. Allow both of 30
them to grow together until the har-
vest: and during the harvest I will
say to the reapers, First collect the
weeds, and bind them into bundles

to burn; but store up the wheat into
my granaries.'"

The Parables of the MMustard and
the Fermented Flonr.

He also told them another parable, 31
saying, *The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a grain of mustard, which a
man took and sowed in his field.
This is the smallest of such seeds; 32
but when it grows up, it is the
largest of all garden herbs, and be-
comes a bush, so that the birds of
the air come and shelter among its
branches.”

He told them another parable: 33
*The Kingdom of Heaven is like
yeast, which a woman took and mixed
in three stones of flour, so that the
whole was fermented by it.”

Gxplanation of the Parables.

Jesus spoke the whole of this to the 34
crowd in parables; and without a
parable He seldom spoke to them : so
that the statement delivered through 35
the prophet might be fulfilled, which
says:

I wiLL OPEN MY MOUTH IN

PARABLES;

I WILL DIG UP WHAT HAS BEEN
HIDDEN FROM THE FOUNDA-
TION OF THE WORLD.!

Then Jesus, sending the crowd 36
away, went into the house; and His
disciples came to Him, saying, * Ex-
plain to us the parable of the weeds
in the field.” And replying to them 37
He said, * The sower of the perfect
seed is the Son of Man; the field is 38
the world ; the perfect seed are the
sons of the Kingdom ; the weeds are
the sons of the wicked; while the 39
enemy who sowed them is the Devil ;
the harvest is the completion of the
age; and the reapers are the angels.
{)ust as they collect the weeds and 40

urn them, so it will be at the end of
this period. The Son of Man will 41
send His messengers, and will collect
out of His Kingdom every offensive
thing, and whatever causes sin; and 42

2 Jsa, vi. 9. 10,

1 Psalm Ixxviii. 2.
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will throw them into the furnace of
fire, where will be weeping and gnash-

43 ing of teeth. Then the righteous
shall shine out like the sun in the
Kingdom of their Father. Let all
listen who have ears to hear!

$llustrations of the Mingdom,

44 ‘' Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
comparable to a buried treasure in a
field, which, if a man finds, he covers
up; and in his delight he goes and
sells whatever he possesses to enable
him to buy that field.

45 ‘' Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is
like a merchant on the look-out for

46 valuable pearls ; who, having found a
particular one of very great value,
goes and disposes of all the others he
has, and buys it.

* Again, the Kingdom of Heaven

47 is like a -drag-net, which has been
spread out in the sea, and collects all
kinds. Then, when full, they draw

48 it up on the beach; and sitting down
they select the good into baskets,and

49 cast the bad away. Thus it will be at
the completion of the period. The
angels will pick out and carry away

50 the wicked from the midst of the
righteous, and throw them into the
furnace of fire. There will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth,

51 ‘Do you,” asked Jesus, ‘' under-
stand all this?"

*Yes, Lord,” was their reply.,

52 ‘' Sincethatisthe case,” He further
said to them, “every teacher who has
been trained into the Kingdom of
Heaven is like one who is the master
of a house, who brings out from his
stores what is new as well as what is
old.”

@he Jrophet foithont Bonour.
33 Now when Jesushad finished these
parables, He removed from there.
54 And coming into His own country,
He taught them in their synagogue;
and so greatly astonished were they,
that they asked, * Where has this Man
acquired this knowledge and power ?
55 Is He not the son of that carpenter ?
Is not His mother called Mary, and
His brothers, James, Joseph, Simon,
56 and Judah? And His sisters, are they
not all here with us? Where then did
§7 He attain all this?” And they were
embarrassed concerning Him.
Jesus, however, said to them, A
prophet is not without honour, except
in his own country and in his own

house.” And He did not display 58
much power there, because of their
unbelief,

@he Murder of John the Baptizer.

About this time Herod the tetrarch 14
heard the report concerning Jesus,
and said to his companions, * This 2
is John the Baptizer; he must have
risen from the dead, and therefore
the powers energize him!” For 3
Herod had arrested John, put him in
chains, and sent him to prison, on
account of Herodia, the wife of hijs
own brother Philip; because John 4
had told him, " It is not legal for you
to have her.” And although wishing =
to murder him, he was afraid of the
people, because all honoured him
as a prophet. At Herod's birthday 6
feast, however, the daughter of
Herodia danced before the guests,
and delighted Herod. He thereupon 7
promised with an cath to give her
whatever she might ask. And she, 8
having been previously instigated by
her mother, said, * Give me here upon
a dish the head of John the Baptizer!”
The king was horrified ; but because 9
of his oaths, and those who reclined
with him, he ordered it to be given to
her. And sending, he beheaded John ia
in the prison. And his head was 11
brought upon a dish, and handed to
the girl; and she carried it to her
mother ! ,

His disciples then came forward, 12
took the body, and buried it; and
went to report it to Jesus,

The Feeding of Fite Thonsand.

And Jesus hearing it, went away 13
privately in a boat to a desert place;
but the people having become aware
of it, they followed Him by land from
the towns. When Jesus came out, 14
He saw a great crowd, and pitied
them ; and restored the sick to health.
But when the evening came, His dis- 1 5
ciplesapproached Him, saying, * This
place is a desert, and the hour now
late; dismiss the crowd, so that,
going into the villages, they may buy
food for themselves.” ,

" They have no need to go away,” 16
remarked Jesus in reply; ‘' give them
victuals yourselves."”

‘“We have nothing here,” they 17
responded, *‘except five loaves and
two fishes.”

" Bring those to Me,” He said. 18

. And He ordered the crowd to recline 19
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23

2

25
26
27

28

29

30
31

32

34
35

36

16

upon the grassy places. And taking
the five loaves and the two fishes,
looking up to heaven, He blessed ;
and then breaking, He distributed the
loaves to His disciples, and the dis-
ciplesamong the crowd. And they all
partook and were satisfied ; and of the
broken pieces remaining, they picked
up twelve full bags Now those who
had eaten numbered about five thou-
sand, besides women and children.

He then immediately instructed His
disciples to embark in the boat, and
to precede Him to the other side,
until He could dismiss the crowd.
When He had sent the crowd away,
He went up the hill privately, to pray.
And during the evening He was there
alone; while the boat was now in the
middle of the sea, tossed by the waves,
for the wind was against them. But
about three o'clock in the morning He
came towards them, walking upon the
sea. And His disciples, seeing Him
walking upon the water, were terrified,
exclaiming, *“ It is a phantom!"” and
called out for fear. Jesus, however,
at once spoke to them, saying, ‘“ Take
courage! I live; be not afraid.”
Peter in reply to Him said, * Master,
if You live, order me to come to You
upon the waters.” * Come!' said He.
Peter accordingly got out of the boat,
and walked upon the water towards
Jesus. But seeing the strength of the
wind, he became afraid; and begin-
ning to sink, he exclaimed, ** Master,
save me!"

Jesus at once holding out His hand,
lifted him up, and said to him, ** Faint
heart ! why did you hesitate? "

And when they had entered the vessel,
He lulled the wind, Then those in the
vessel coming to Him, paid homage,
saying, ‘ You most assuredly are a
Son of God | ™

And having crossed, they arrived
in the land of Gennesaret. And the
people of that place recognising Him,
sent round the whole of the neighbour-
hood,and brought to Him all those who
suffered from sickness; and begged
that they might only be allowed to
touch the hem of His cloak. And as
many as touched Him were restored
to health.

True and False Religion,

Professors = and Pharisees from
erusalem then approached Jesus,
inquiring, “Why do Your disciples
transgress the tradition of the elders?

16—20

for they do not wash their hands when
they eat bread.”

" Why," asked Jesus, in reply to
them, “do you transgress the com-
mand of God by means of your
own tradition ? for God commanded,
HONOUR YOGR FATHER AND YOUR
MOTHER!; and, HE WHO NEGLECTS
FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIS END
BE DEATH.? But you say, ‘If any
oue should say to his father ormother,
What I might assist you with is con-
secrated to God; then he need nsot
assist his father or mother': and thus
you set aside the command of God
by your tradition. You hypocrites'
Well did Isaiah prophesy about you
when he said,

THIS PEOPLE COME NEAR TO ME

WITH THEIR MOUTH,
AND HONOUR ME WITH THEIR

LIPS

BUT THEIR HEARTS RUN AWAY
FROM ME,

SO IN VAIN DO THEY PAY ME
HOMACE,

TEACHING FOR DOCTRINES THE
COMMANDS OF MEN!"$

Then having called the crowd to
Him, He addressed them, saying,
‘ Listen and understand! What goes
into the mouth does not corrupt the
man; but what comes out of his
mouth does corrupt him."

His disciples, however, approaching
Him, said, * Do you not sce that the
Pharisees were shocked when they
heard Your assertion ? "

But He replied, '* Every plant that
has not been planted by My heavenly
Father shall be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the
blind: but when the blind guide the
blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

Peter then making answer, said to
Him, * Explain this puzzle to us.”

But Jesusreplied, ‘“Are youignorant
even yet? Do you not know that
everything going into the mouth pro-
ceeds to the stomach, and is from
there evacuated? But what come
out from the mouth proceed from the
heart, and corrupt the man. For
there come from the heart wicked
thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni-
cations, thefts, perjuries, blasphemies.
These are what corrupt the man; but
to eat with unwashed hands does not
corrupt the man.”

1 Exod. xx. 32.
¥ Isa. xxix, 13.
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Faith Refoarded.

21 When Jesus removed from there,
He proceeded to the district of Tyre

2z and Sidon, And there a Canaanitish
woman of that part, running, called out
to Him, saying, “ Pity me, Master,
Son of Davidl My daughter is hor-

23 ribly possessed with demons!” But
not a word did He answer her, His
disciples then advanced and begged
Him to ‘' Relieve her; because she

24 calls after us,” Inreply, however, He
said, “I was not sent to other than

25 the lost sheep of Israel’s house,” But
she approaching, paid Him homage,
saying, * Master, help me! "

26 *It is not right,” was His reply,
“to take the children’s bread, and
throw it to the dogs !

27 ‘“Most true, Master,” she said;
“yet even the dogs feed upon the
crumbs falling from their masters’
table.”

28 ‘" Noble woman!" exclaimed Jesus,
in reply toher; * how firm your faith |
Let it be even as you desire.” And
her daughter was restored from that
very hour.

29 And when Jesus removed from

there, He came along the shore of |

the sea of Galilee, and ascending the
30 hill, He sat down. Great crowds
then approached Him, bringing with
them the lame, blind, dumb, maimed,
and many others, and they threw
them down near the feet of Jesus;
31 and He restored them: so that the
crowd wondered, observing the dumb
speaking, the maimed made sound,

the lame walking, and the blind see- |

ing; and they praised the God of
Israel.

Four Thonsand Fed.

32 _ Jesus then calling His disciples to
Him, said, “I feel pity for the crowd ;
because they have now stayed with
Me three days, and they have no-
thing to eat. I do not wish to send
them away starving, for fear they

33 should faint on the road.” And the
disciples asked Him, “ Where can we
procure bread enough in a desert like
this, to satisfy such a crowd ? "

34 _“How many loaves have you?"
Jesus asked them,

‘Seven, and a few small fishes,”

was their reply.
35 He accordingly ordered the crowd
36 to be reclined upon the ground; and
taking the seven loaves and the fishes,
giving thanks, He broke and handed

to His disciples, and the disciples to
the crowd. And they all ate and were 37
satisfied ; and of the broken pieces
left over, they afterwards gathered up
seven baskets-full. And those who 38
had partaken numbered four thousand
men, besides women and children,
Then having dismissed the crowd, He 3
took the boat,and came to the neigh-
bourhood of Magdala.

@oncerning the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

The Pharisees and Sadducees then 16
coming to Him, tried Him by asking
Him to show them a sign from
heaven. In response, however, He 2
told them, ** When evening comes,
you say, ‘ Sign of fine weather, for the
sky is fiery.' In the morning, * It will 3
be stormy, for the sky is fiery and
threatening.’ You pretenders! You
know how to read the face of the sky;
why not the signs of the times? This 4
depraved and corrupt race are in
search of a sign; and no sign shall be
given to it other than the sign of Jonah
the prophet.” And leaving them, He
went away. And upon reaching the 5
other side, His disciples found that
they had forgotten to bring bread.

Jesus then addressing them, said, 6
' Look out, and take care to keep
free from the ferment of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.” But they, reflecting, 7
said among themselves, * It is because
we have brought no bread.” Jesus 8
perceiving this, however, said, * You
sceptics! why do you debate among
yourselves because you have not
brought brea ” Besides, do you not ¢
know, nor remember the five loaves
for the five thousand, and how many
bags you collected; nor the seven 1o
loaves for the four thousand, and how
many baskets you gathered up ? Why 11
do you not understand that I spoke
not to you concerning bread, but about
avoiding the ferment of the Pharisees
and Sadducees? "

They then fully comprehended that 12
He had not told them to guard against
the ferment of the bread of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees, but about avoid-
ing their teaching, -

The Promise to Peler, :
Now when Jesus arrived at the dis- 13
trict of Ceesarea Philippi, He asked
His disciples, ‘* Who do men say that
the Son of Man is?" They replied, 14
' Some say, John the Baptizer; others
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Elijah ; and others, Jeremiah, or one

15 of the prophets.” He said to them,
** But Who do you say that 1 am? "

16 Then Simon Peter, replyirg, said,
** You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God 1 "

17  Jesus answering said to him: ** You
are happy, Simon Bar-Jona ; because
flesh and blood have not revealed it

. to you, but My Father Who is in

18 heaven. And I also tell you that you
have said it; and upon that Rock I
will build My church, and the gates
of the Grave shall not overpower it.

19 And to you I will give the keys of the
Kingdom of Heaven; and whatever
you may bind upon earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you
may dissolve upon earth shall be dis-

20 solved in heaven.” He then enjoined
His disciples to tell no one that He
was the Messiah,

Jeter’'s Alistake.

21 From that time Jesus began to
show His disciples that He must go
to Jerusalem, and endure much from
the elders, chief priests, and profes-
sors, and be murdered, and raised up

22 the third day. But Peter, taking His
hand, began to remonstrate with Him,
saying, ‘‘Mercy on You, Master!
This will never happen to You.”

23 Turning round, however, He said to
Peter, ** Depart from Me, you enemy |
you are a stumbling-block to Me;
because you do not reflect upon the
thoughts of God, but of men."

Renouncement of Kelf.

24 Addressing Hisdisciples, Jesusthen
said: * If any one desires to come
after Me, let him deny Himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me.

25 But whoever wishes to save his life
shall lose it ; and if he should lose his

26 life for My sake, he shall find it. For
what would it benefit a man, if he
gain the whole world, but should lose
his life ? or what will a man give in

27 exchange for hislife? For the Son of

Man will come in the future in the
majesty of His Father, accompanied
by His angels; and then HE wiLL
REWARD EVERY ONE IN PROPORTION

28 TO HIS ACTIONS.! I tell you indeed,
that there are some of those standing
here who shall not taste of death,
until they see the Son of Man entering
His own Kingdom.”

1 Job xxxiv, 11,

The Transfiguration.

About six days afterwards, Jesus 17
took Peter, James, and John his
brother, and went with them up a
high mountain privately; and He was 2
transfigured in their presence. And
His face shone like the sun ; while His
garments became white like light.
And there appeared Moses and Elijah, 3
conversing with Him. ‘Then Peter, 4
addressing Jesus, said, ** Master, how
delightful it is for us to be here! If
You wish, we will make three tents
—one for You, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.”

While he was still speaking, a s
shining cloud suddenly floated around
them; and a voice from the cloud
said, * This is My Son, My Beloved,
in Whom 1 delight ; listen to Him!"
And the disciples, hearing it, fell upon 6
their faces, and were terrified ; Jesus 7
coming, however, touched them, and
said, ' Arise, and be not in terror.”
Then looking up, they saw no one, 8
except Jesus alone,

And coming down from the moun- g
tain, Jesus enjoined them to * Report
that vision to no person, until after the
Son of Man is risen from the dead.”
His disciples then asked Him, *“ Why 10
do the professors then say that Elijah
must come first ? "

** Elijah indeed will come first, and 11
reform all,” Heanswered; “but Itell 12
you that Elijah has already been, and
they did not recognise him! On the
contrary, they did with him what they
pleased; and in the same way the
Son of Man will be treated by them.”
Thedisciplesthen fully comprehended 13
that He spoke to them about John the
Baptizer.

An Gpileptic Cured.

And when they came near to the 14
crowd, a mah approached Him, kneel-
ing to Him, and saying, ‘‘Masfer, 15
have pity upon my son, for he is
epileptic, and suffers terribly! He
frequently falls into the fire, and often
into the water also. And I brought 16
him to Your disciples, but they were
not able to cure him.”

Then Jesus said in reply, ‘** What 17
an unbelieving and perverted race!
How long must I remain with you ?
How long must I supportyou? Bring
bim here to Me.” And Jesusreproved 18
him, and the demon departed from
him ; and the boy was cured from that
hour,
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19  The disciples afterwards approach-

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

18 About that time, the

2 Heaven?”

ed Jesus privately, and asked, “* What
was the reason why we could not
cast that one out?” *The reason
was,” Jesus answered them, * your
want of faith; for I assure you, if you
possessed faith like a mustard seed,
you could say to this mountain, ‘ Be
removed from here to there,” and it
would be removed! and to you
nothing shall beimpossible, But this
kind does not go out except by
prayer and fasting.”

And as they were travelling in
Galilee, Jesus remarked to them,
"“The Son of Man is about to be
delivered into the hands of men, and
they will murder Him ; but He will be
raised up the third day.” And they
were deeply grieved.

Paying the Temple-Tax.

Then when they entered into Caper-
naum, the tax-collectors came to Peter
and said, * Does not your Teacher
pay the temple-tax?' *“Yes,” he
answered. And when he entered the
house, Jesus said to him before he
spoke, ** What do you think, Simon—
from whom do the kings of the earth
take tax, or toll ? from their own child-
ren, or from other people ?” “ From
other people,” said Peter. *The sons
are therefore free," said Jesus to him.
‘“But so that we may not aggravate
them, go and cast a fishing-line into
the sea, take the fish that first comes
up, and on opening its mouth, you
will find a stater-coin.l Taking that,
give it to them for you and Me.”

The Messiah’s Fittle Ones.

disciples ap-
proached Jesus, inquiring, *“Who is
the greatest in the Kingdom of
Then Jesus, calling a
child to Him, placed him in the midst

3 of them, and said:

“I tell you indeed, that if you do
not turn back, and become like those
children, you will never enter the

4 KingdomofHeaven, Whoeverthere.

5 Kingdom of Heaven.

fore may humble himself like this
child, he is the most exalted in the
And if any
accept one such child for My Name's

6 sake, he accepts Me; but if he cause

to sin one of the least of such, who
believe in Me, it wouid be better for

18

! An Attic silver coin, equivalent to about

. 3d. of our money.

him that a great millstone should be
hung around his neck, and be sunk
into the depth of the sea.

“Woe to the whole world because of
stumbling-blocks! Itisnecessary for
stumbling-blocks to come; but woe to
the man by meansofwhom theyareset
up! If even your hand or foot leads
you to stumble, cut it off, and fling it
from you: for it is far better for you
to enter into life maimed or lame,
than to have two hands or two feet
to be thrown into the enduring fire.
And if your eye tempts you to sin,
pluck it out, and throw it from you:
it is better for you to enter into life
with but one eye, than having two
eyes to be hurled into the fire of
Gehenna. See that you do not slight
one of these little ones: for I tell you
that in heaven their angels always
gaze upon the face of My Father
Who is in heaven,

On Forgiteness,

“What do you think? If it should
happen that a man possessed a hun-
dred sheep, and one of them strayed,
would he not leave the ninety-nine
upon the hill, and go in search of the

‘wanderer? And if he finds it, I tell

you indeed, that he rejoices over that
one more than over the ninety-nine
whichdid notgoastray. In the same
way, it is the wish of My Father Who
is in heaven that notone of these little
ones should be destroyed.

“If your brother ever wrongs you,
g0 and remonstrate with him while
you are by yourselves. If he should
listen to you, you will have won your
brother over; but if he wil] notlisten,
take one or twoothers along with you,
so thatby the evidence of two orthree
witnesses the whole affair may be
settled. Then, if he will not listen to
them, report it to the assembly; and
if he also refuses to listen to the
assembly, let him be to you justasa
heathen and a tax-farmer.

“I tell you indeed, that whatever
you may settle upon earth shall be
settled in heaven: and if you forgive
upon earth, it will be forgiven in
heaven. I tell you, further, that if
two of you agree together upon the
earth concerning anything for which
you ask, it will come to you from My
Father Who is in heaven. For
where two or three gather together for
the sake of My Name, I am there in
the midst of them,”
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2t Then Peter approached Him, and
asked, ‘“How often must my brother
wrong me, and I forgive him? for

22 seven times?” ‘I tell you not seven
times merely,” Jesus answered him;
“but on the contrary, until seventy
times seven!

23 ‘'*Because of this, the Kingdom of
Heaven may be compared to a par-
ticular king, who decided to settle

24 accounts with his officials. And on
his beginning to balance, one was
brought to him who was indebted
to the extent of ten thousand tal-

25 ents.!  And as he possessed nothing
with which to refund it, his master
ordered him to be sold, along with
his wife and children, and everything
he had, so that a liquidation might

26 be effected. The official therefore
falling down, implored him, saying,
‘ Master, be patient with me, and

27 I will repay you all.'! The master
of that official then took pity upon
him, released him, and overlooked the

28 debt. That selfsame official, how-
ever, on going out, met one of his
fellow-officials, who owed him five
pounds, and he seized him by the
throat, exclaiming, ‘Pay me all you

29 owe!' Therefore hiscompanion, fall-
ing at his feet, implored him, saying,
‘Wait a little while, and I will repay

30 you.! He would not, however; but
sent the debtor to prison, until he

31 should repay the amount due. Then
his fellow-officials, seeing what had
taken place, were greatly grieved ; and
going to their master, they related the

32 whole of the particulars. Then the
master, calling him forward, said to
him, ‘You contemptible scoundrel!
I remitted to you the whole of that

33 debt, when you asked me; would it
not have been little enough for you to

34 have pitied your fellow-official ?' His
infuriated master accordingly handed
him over tothe jailors, until he should
refund the whole of his debt.

35 ‘“In like manner, My Father, the
Heavenly One, will do to you, if you
do not every one from your hearts
pardon your brothers.”

Alarriage and Biborree.

19 Then it occurred that when Jesus
had finished these discourses, He re-
moved from Galilee, and went into
the borders of Judea, across the

2 Jordan; and great crowds following

1 About two million pounds.

Him, He cured them there. And the 3
Pharisees came to put Him to the test;
and they asked Him, “Isit legal fora
man to divorce his wife forany fault?"

In reply to them He asked:* Have 4
you not read that the One Whomade
them, made them from the beginning
male and female, and said, FOR THIS 5
REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS
FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL
CLING TO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO
SHALL BECOME AS ONE PERSON?1
They are therefore no longer two, but 6
a single body. What then God has
united, letitnot be separated by man.”

“Why then,” they asked, *did 7
Moses order the giving of a decree of
divorce and separation?"

* Moses,” He answered them, 8
“having regard to the grossness of
your natures, allowed you to divorce
your wives; but it was not so from
the beginning. I therefore tell you g
that if any one dismisses his wife,
unless for fornication, and marries
another, he commits adultery.”?2

His own disciples then remarked, 10
*If this is the condition of the hus-
band and wife, marriage would not
be bearable.”

Proceeding, however, He told them: 11
*“All cannot accept this doctrine:
indeed none but those to whom it is
granted. Still therearesingle-beders 12

- who were born so from their mothers ;

and there are single-beders who have
been made so by men; while there
are others who keep themselves
single for the Kingdom of Heaven's
sake. The one who canavailhimself
of it, let him do so.”

@Welcoming the @hildren.

Then children were brought to Him, 13
in order that He might lay His hands
upon them and pray ; but the disciples
forbade them. Jesus, however, said, 14
** Allow the little ones, and do not
prevent their coming to Me; for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.”
And having laid His hands upon them, 15
He went away.

@he Rich Poung Man.
Now, it happened that one ap- 16
proached Him, and said, * Teacher !

1 Gen. il. 24.

3 Note.—1 omit the clause, * And he who
mairies the divorced woman commits adul-
tery,” because it is only a comment of an
ancient transcriber, as proved by the oldest
MSS. of the Gospel. See Bishop Westcott
and Hort's Greek Testament.—F, F,
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