THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH.

THE SECOND STATESMAN OF THAT NAME,
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
Nehemiah flourished about 446 B.C.

1 The Wistory of Nebemial-hen-
Bakalialy
T happened in the month of
Nisan,! in the twentieth year
(of Arthakshasta) when I was at the
2 Palace of Shushan, Hanani, one of
my relatives, and another man came
from Judah and Jerusalem from the
Jews who had escaped, who were
left behind from the Captivity and
3 were in Jerusalem, and they told me
that the remnant who were left there
out of the Captivity in that Province,
were in great distress, and contempt,
and the walls of Jerusalem were
broken, and its gates had been burnt
with fire

Pebemiah’'s Prager for Fsvael,

4 When I heard their account of
this, I sat and wept, and was de-
pressed for some time, and then I
fasted and prayed before the Gobp

$ OF THE HEAVENS, and I exclaimed ;

“ EVER-LIVING GOD of the Heavens
—the GREAT GoD, and Terrible,
Who remembers the Covenant, and
shows kindness to those who love

6 Him, and obey His commands,—let
Your ears now listen, and Your eyes
open to receive the prayer of Your
servant, which I pray before You,
from day to day, and night to night,
an account of the children of Israel
Your servant, who have sinned against
You;—and I and my father's family

1 NoTe.~Ch. 1, v. 1. The month should be
Nisan, JOY3, not Y903, Kisly, sée Ch. 2,

~ v.1. In the.Hebrew alphabet the slip of a

pen in‘cgfyin makes the difference. The

opening of Nehemiah seems to intimate that

arevolt of the pagan colonists had occurred
betwéen 457 and 446 B.C., in which Jetusalem

-iwas burnt and the Second Ezra was slain.—
QN
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have sinned. We have offended 7
against You, and not obeyed the
commands, and Institutions, and
Decrees, which You commarded to
Your servant Moses. Remember 8
now the promise You communi-
cated to Your servant Moses, saying,

* If you abandon them, I will scatter
you amongst the Nations; but if you ¢
return to Me, and guard My Com-
mands, and practise them, although
you may be scattered to the extent
of the skies, I will collect you from
thence, and bring you to the place
where I have chosen that My Name
should dwell." And these are Your :0
servants, and Your People whom You
redeemed by Your Great Power, and
strong hand! ALMIGHTY! I now 11
entreat You let Your ears attend to
the prayer of Your servant, and to
the prayers of Your servants who
delight in and reverence Your NAME,
and I pray You to give Your servant
success to-day, and grant him favour
before this man.”

I was then butler to the king.

The Bing Talks with Nehemink.

It was in the month of Nisan, in 2
the twentieth year of King Arthak-
shasta, when he was at wine, that I
carried the wine, and gave it to the
King, but my face was sad before
him, so the King asked me, ** Why is 2
your face sad, when you are not ill?
‘That can be nothing except sorrow
at heart!"

Then I was very much afraid, but 3
replied to the King; * May the King
live for ever I-—Why should not my
face be sad, when the town of the
tombs of my fathers is ashes, and its
gates consumed by fire? ¥

When the King answered, ‘* What 4
do you ask for?”

So I prayed to the GOp OF THE
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HEAVENS and said to the king, ' If
it seems good to the king, and if your
servant has favour before you, it is to
send me to Judea to the burial town
of my fathers,—and I will rebuild it."”

The King then asked me—and the
Queen sat beside him—*'* How long
will you be gone? and when will you
return? "

The Bing makes Bim Gobernor iof
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Ferusalem,

Thus it pleased the King, and he
sent me, and I fixed a time with him,
and said to the king, * If it is pleasing
to the king, let them give me letters
to the Governors of the Over-river,
so that they may allow me to proceed
until I arrive at Judea. And letters
to Asaph, the Keeper of the King's
Paradises,! that he may give me
timber to construct the Gates of
the Burial-place belonging to the
spot, and for the walls of the town,
and for the house I am going to,”

The King consequently gave me
them by the good influence of Gop
upon me, and I proceeded to the
Governors of the Over-river, and gave
them the letters of the king. The
King had also sent with me Officers
of the Army and cavalry.

But when Sanballat the Horonite,
and Tobiah his slave, the Amonite,
heard the affair, it grieved them very
greatly, that a man should come to
try to benefit the Children of Israel.
I, however, went to Jerusalem and
was there three days; but had risen
in the night, and a few men with me,
and had informed no man what Gop
bad put into my heart to do for Jeru-
salem,—and I had no animal with
me, except the animal I rode upon,
and at night I went out by the Valley
Gate, opposite the Snakes’ Well, and
on to the Dung Gate, and I saw the
walls of Jerusalem that were shat-
tered and broken and its Gates con-
sumed by fire. From there I passed
to the Well Gate, and the King's
Reservoir, but there was not a place
for my animal to pass through. I
afterwards went and viewed by night
along the brook, and surveyed the
shattered wall,—thence I turned and
entered by the Vale Gate, and came
back. But the Deputy Governors
did not know that I had gone, or

! Norz.~Parks or Forests.

what I had done; nor had I informed
the Jews, or the Priests, or the Depu-
ties, or the nobles, and the rest, what
IT'had done. Isaid,however, to them,
" You see the misery that we are in.
—How Jerusalem is ashes, and its
gates burnt with fire. Let us go and
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, when
we shall no longer be an object of
contempt.” I alsoexplained to them
the beneficent hand of the EVER-
LIVING that was with me, as well as
the promises of the King which he
had promised me, when they replied,
“We will arise and rebuiid”; and
they invigorated their hands for good.
— But when Sanballat the Horonite,
and Tobiah his slave, the Amonite,
and Geshem, the Arabian, heard it,
they Jaughed at, and jeered about us,
and asked ** What is this business that
you are doing? Are you going to
rebel against the king ? "

I, however, replied to them, and
said: * The GOD OF THE HEAVENS
has given us prosperity, so we rise
up and build ;—but you have no
share in it, nor right, nor traditions
in Jerusalem.”
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The @Walls of Fernsalem Rebuilt.
Aliashib the High Priest, and his 8

relatives the Priests accordingly arose
and built the Sheep Gate, conse-
crated, and set up its doors, and
consecrated from the Tower of
Hamah to the Tower of Hananal.
And the men of Jeriko built from the
side of it; and next to them Zikri-
ben-Amri built. And the sons of
Hasenah built the Fish Gate and set
up the doors, with its bolts and
bars. And Merimoth-ben-Auriah-
ben-Akakoz repaired their side; and
next to them Meshalum-ben-Bere-
kiah-ben-Meshabzabel repaired ; and
next to them, the Thakoites re-
paired, but their gentry did not
bring their necks to the work of
their Master. And Jorada-ben-Pask,
and Meshulam - ben - Basodiah, re-
paired the Old Gate; they built it
and set up its doors, and bolts and
bars. And next to them Melatiah,
tbe Gibanite, and Jadon the Mero-
thonite, men of Gibaon and Mizpha,
Presidents of the Over-river Court,
repaired, and next to them Uziel-
ben-Harakiah, and the Goldsmiths
repaired ; and next to them Hana-
niah, head of the Apothecaries, and
set Jerusalem free to the breadth of
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9 thewall!l And beside them, Rephiah-
ben-Hur the Governor of half the
10 district of Jerusalem repaired; Aund
next to them Jediah-ben-Harumaf
repaired, and all before his house:
and next to him Hatorh-ben-Has-
11 habniah. Next from there Malkiah-
ben-Harim repaired; and Hashub-
ben-Pathakh-Moab repaired to the
12 Foundry Tower; And next to them
Shalem-ben-Halukash, Governor of
half of the district of Jerusalem, re-
paired, joined with his daughters;
13 Hanan and the people of Zanoh
repaired the Valley Gate; they built
it, and set up its doors, and bolts and
bars, besides building a thousand
cubits of wall, as far as the Dung
14 Gate; And Mikiah-ben-Rekab, the
Governor of the District of Beth-
Nakerim, repaired the Dung Gate.
He built it, and set up the doors,
bolts, and bars. And Shalum-ben-
Kolhozah, Governor of the District
of Mitzfa, repaired the Well Gate.
He built it, roofed, and set up the
doors, bolts, and bars, with the wall
of the pool of Shilah, to the King's
Garden, and as far as the Stairs
going up to the City of David.
16 After him, Nehemiah-ben-Azebuk,
Governor of half the District of Beth
Zoar, repaired to opposite the Tomb
of David, and as far as the Reservoir
he made, and to the Barracks of the
17 Guards. After him, the Levites,
Rehum-ben-Bami, repaired at that
side, and Shebiah the Governor of
the half-district of Qailah with its
18 district. After him, his relatives the
Beni Bani, and Benhadad, Governor
19 of half the district of Qailah. Next
to him Azer-ben-Jeshua, Governor
of Mizfah, repaired another opposite
the ascent to the Arsenal corner.
After him, Baruk-ben-Zabi energeti-
cally repaired another length from
the Corner to the entry of the House
of Alishah the High Priest. And
after him, Merimoth-ben-Auriah-
ben-Akutz, another length from the
entry of the House of Alishib to the
extent of the residence of Alishib.
And after him, the Priests of the
Circuit repaired. And after them,
Benjamin and Hashub, opposite their
houses. After them Azriah-ben-
Mashiah-ben-Ananiah, at the side of
24 his house. After them, Binni-Ben-
hadad another length from the resi-
dence of Aziriah, to the Corner and
25 the turning, Palal-ben-Auzi oppo
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site the Corner and the tower that
projects from the Higher Royal
Palace where the Guards’ Barracks
are. After him, Pediah-ben-Parash,
with the Attendants who were 26
lodged on the Hill, opposite the
Water Gate, towards the East, where
the Tower projects. After them, the
Thakoites repaired another length,
from opposite the Great Projecting
Tower to the wall of the Hill. From
the Horse Gate, the Priests each
repaired opposite his house. After
them, Zadok-ben-Amer, repaired
opposite his house. And after him,
Shemaiah-ben-Shakniah the Keeper
of the East Gate repaired. And then
Hananiah-ben-Shalamiah repaired;
and Kanun-ben-Zalaf, the Shishite,
another portion ; after him, Mesha-
lam-ben-Barakaih repaired opposite
his lodgings. After him Malkiah-
ben-Azrofi repaider as far as the
House of the Attendants, and of the
Merchants opposite the Guards’ Gate,
and as far as the ascent of the Corner.
And between the ascent of the Corner, 32
and the Sheep Gate, the Goldsmiths
and Merchants repaired.
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Sanballat’s Fury at the Restoralion
of the Whall.

(Ch. 4, AV, v. 1.

But when Sanballat heard that we 33

had rebuilt the wall, he was furious.
He insulted and laughed at the Jews,
and asked of his companions and the 34
garrison at Shameron, enquiring;
‘“ What would these beggarly Jews
do? Would they fortify themselves ?
Would they sacrifice? Can they in
a day revive the stones from the
heaps of dust into which they were
burnt?”

And Tobiah the Amonite supported 35
him and said ; * Why if a fox assails '
what they build,—it could break the
wall they have built? "

* Hear, our GOD, how theyinsultus! 36
and return their contempt on their
own heads, and deliver them to be
plundered in a land of captivity, and 37
do not cover up their villainy nor
blot out their sins from before You,
for they have jeered in the presence
of the builders.”

We, however, rebuilt the walls,— 38
and the wall joined to its half, for
the 1?ea,rt of the People was in the
work,

02>~



43

NEHEMIAH.

5—9

Sanballat decides to Assail Hehemiak

4

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

IX

12

13

14

and Bestrop the Wall.

But when Sanballat, and Tobiah,
and the Arabians, and Amonites, and
Ashdodites heard that the extent of
the walls was erected at Jerusalem—
that the breaches began to be closed,
they were very furious, and all of
them agreed together to go to war
with Jerusalem, and to eause trouble
to it, but we prayed to our Gob, and
appointed a guard against them by
day and night to oppose them.

Then Judah said, ** The strength of
the labourers fails, at the heaps of
burnt ashes, so we are not able to
build at the walls,”

And our opponents said, * They
shall not know, nor perceive until we
are come into the midst of them and
kill, and stop their work.”

And when the Jews who resided
amongst them came they told us
repeatedly “ Wherever you turn
round they will assail you!"

I therefore placed in the bottom
of the moat behind the walls, in the
dry parts, a Guard of troops for the
People, with swords, spears and
bows. Thus I revived them, and
stood up, and said to the Captains
and Subalterns, and the rest of the
Force, ‘' Fear not before them!
Remember the ALMIGHTY, the
GREAT and TERRIBLE,—and fight
for your countrymen, your sons and
daughters, your wives and homes.”

Thus our Opponents heard that we
knew,—and that Gop had broken
their intention, and that we had all
returned to our work on the wall,—
But from that day half of the youths
worked at the wall, and half with the
guards, with spears and shields, and
bows, and coats of mail, with Officers
over them. All the House of Judah
built at the Wall, with the labourers.
The men worked on the one side at
the work, and on the other went on
guard. The builders also had each
a sword girt at his waist. Thus they
built,—and the Trumpeter was at my
side. I also said to the Officers and
Subalterns, and the rest of the people,
“The work is great and extensive,
and we are scattered upon the wall
at a distance one from the other. In
whatever place, therefore you hear
the sound of the trumpet, collect
there to us,—Our Gop will fight for
us,

Thus we did at the work;—and
half kept guard with spears from the
rise of dawn until the stars came out,
I also, at this time, said to each man
and hisassistant, “Lodgein Jerusalem
and be with us at night as a gnard,
and work by day,” and neither I, nor
my brothers, and attendants,—or the
men of my Guard, who followed me,
—ever regarded our clothing. - - -
Each went to the water, - - -1

However, the People and their
wives complained greatly against their
Judean countrymen, and some said
** We have many sons and daughters,

—let us reap the corn, and eat and
live.”
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Others said, '* We are mortgaging 3

our farms, and vineyards, and houses,
and are buying corn for hunger.”

And there were others who said, 4

* We have had to borrow money to pay
the King's taxes on our farms and

vineyards l-—And now our bodies are 5

like the bodies of our slaves and our
children like their children’s bodies!
For see! we are bringing the bodies
of our sons and daughters into
slavery! And some of our daughters
have become slaves;—so Gop is not
with us,—for foreigners possess our
farms and vineyards! "

Hebemisy Calls a Public Meeting.

But I was very furious when I 6

heard these complaints, and these

statements, yet I reflected in my 7

mind, and reproved the Officers and
Subalterns, and said to them; *It
seems you all exact usury from your
countrymen.” 1 consequently ap-
pointed a Great Meeting about them,

when I said $ 8

PNehemial’'s Condemnation of
Slabery,

"We have redeemed our Judean g

brothers who had been sold to the
heathen, as far as we could,—but you
even sell your own brothers, who
should be sold to us ! ”

And they were silent, and could
not find a word.—So I continued ;—

“The thing that you do is not
right—should you not walk in the

1 NoTE,—Ch. 4, v. 17. The text seems to ba
defective here,and some considerable portion
to have been lost, where I place the hyphens.

928
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fear of our Gop, because of the con-
tempt of the heathen, our enemies?

10 And even if I, my brothers, and
attendants have lent them money
and corn on interest!-—we will now

11 abandon that interest.—I beg of
you to return to them to-day their
farms and vineyards, theiroliveyards,
and their houses, and also the one
per cent.! on the money, and of the
corn, and wine, and of the oil that
you lend to them.”

12 And they replied, *“ We will restore,
and will no more demand it from
them. Thus we shall do as you
say."”

Then I called the Priests, and
swore them to do according to that
declaration.

13 I afterwards shook out my lap and
exclaimed, ** May GobD shake out like
that every person from His House
and property who does not adhere to
this declaration |—May he be shaken
out like that and dissipated! ™

And all the Meeting said **So be
it,” and thanked the LORD. And the
People acted in accordance with the
declaration.

fehemial Appointed Gobernor of
Fudea.

14 And further, from the day I was
appointed to be Governor of the
country of Judea—from the twentieth
year to the thirty-second year of
King Arthakshasta,—twelve years,—
neither I, nor my relatives, have
taken the salary of the Governor,

15 while the former Governors who were
before me burdened the people, and
exacted from them bread and wine,
along with forty shekels of silver.
Their Attendants also lorded over the
people;—but I did not do so,—

16 because of the fear of Gop. I also
persisted in work upon the wall, and
bought no estate, and all my atten-
dants collected there at the work.

17 And of the Judeans and officers there
were a hundred and fifty persons at
my table, beside the guests who
visited us from the surrounding

18 nations. What was prepared daily
was an Ox, six fat sheep, and fowls,
forme; and every ten days a sufficient

1 Note.~Ch. 5, v. 11. “One per cent. on
the money.” This no doubt means one per
cent. per month, which down to our day is
the legal rate of interest in Syria and India
for loans from the village bankers.—F. F.

quantity of various wines; and yet 1
never demanded the Governor's Pro-
visions, for that slavery was heavy
upon the people.—Remember me, 19
my GoD, for all the good that I have
done to this People.

Sanballat Threatens Nehemialy.

When, however, it was reported 6
to Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Ghes-
hem, the Arabian, and to the others
of our enemies that I had rebuilt the
wall, and no breach was left in it,
except that at the time the doors
were not fixed in the Gates, San- 2
ballat, and Gheshem with him, sent
to me and said, * Come and let us
see each other in a village on the
plain of Anno.” But they intended
to do me an injury. I consequently 3
sent a messenger to them to reply ;—
“l am doing a great work, and
cannot come down. W2y should the
work cease by my absence, and going
toyou?”

They, however, sent me a similar 4
message four times, and I returned
to them the same answer. Then 5
Sanballat sent his servant to me a
fifth time, and an open letter in his
hand in which was written ;—

Sanballat’'s Eetter.

“It is reported amongst the peo- 6
ples,—~and Gheshem says it,—that
you and the Judeans are preparing
to rebel;—consequently you are
building the wall, and that you hope
to be their king, according to these
reports. And that you have set 7
Preachers to proclaim about you in
Jerusalem ; to call you King of Judea.
But now the King has heard these
reports. So now come, and we will
consult together.”

Pehemial’s Anstoer,

But I sent to him to say; 8

‘“ None of those things that you
assert have been done, but you con-
trive them out of your own heart; for g
all of them are to terrify us; but
you have not succeeded; you only
strengthen my hands.”

I then went to the house of 10
Shemaiah-ben-Daliah-ben-Mahitabel
who was ill,—and he said ‘' Let us
meet at the House of GOD,—at the
inner Temple,—and close the doors
of the Temple, for they will come by
night to murder you!"” '
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