THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE
TO THE

CORINTHIANS.

Salutation,

1 PAUL, an apostle of Christ Jesus,
through the will of God, and the
brother Timothy, to the assem-
bly of God existing in Corinth,
with all the saints who are in-

2 habiting all Achaia : Grace and
peace to you from our Father
God, and Lord Jesus Christ.

Reasons for his Action totwards
them.

3 1 thank the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and God of all consolation;

4 Who consoles us in all our affliction,
to enable us to console all the afflicted
by the same consolation with which

5 we were consoled from God: so that
as the sufferings of Christ overflowed
to us, in the same way our consolation

6 flowsthrough Christ. Butwhenweare
grieved, there is a consolation reflect-
ing upon your energetic endurance
of the same suffering that we suffer;
for our confidence is upon you. We
arethus consoled by your having been

7 consoled and saved. And our hope
restsupon you,knowingthatasyouare
participators with our sufferings, thus
you will be also with the consolation.

8 For we do not wish you to be ig-
norant, brethren, about the affliction
which came to us in Asia; where we
were excessively loaded beyond our
power, so much so that we despaired

9 even of life. Nay, more, we possessed
in our own selves the sentence of
death, so that we might not trust
upon ourselves, but upon the God

10 Who raises the dead, Who rescued
us from so much of death, and will
rescue ; on Whom we further confide,

11 that He will still rescue, you uniting
with us to desire 1t, so that through
the prayers of many the gift may be
granted through you to us.

12 For our pride is the exact evidence
of our conscience:; because with Di-
vine frankness and honesty, not with
worldly philosophy, but in accordance

with a Divine gift, we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and especially
among you. Forwe have not written
differently to you from what you know
and what you acknowledge; and 1
hope, also, that you will acknowledge
until perfect. And as you have par-
tially acknowledged that we are your
pride, so you are ours in the day of
the Lord Jesus. And with this con-
fidence we intended to come to you
before, so that you might have a
second pleasure; and by way of you
to pass into Macedonia, and again
from Macedonia toreturn to you, and
to be sent by you to Judea.

Then did 1 decide with fickleness,
when I intended this? or what I de-
cided, did I decide it capriciously, so
that there should be the *“yes,”
and ‘““no,” with me? But, true God,
I know that our object towards you is
not ' yes,” and ““no.” For the Son of
God, Jesus Christ—Whowaspreached
among you by us, by me, and Sil-
vanus, and Timotheus—has not been
“yes' and ‘' no;" on the contrary, it
has become sure in Him. For what-
ever was promised from God in Him
is *the yes,” and in Him ‘' the
certainty,” for the honour of God, by
our means. And He Who supports
us with you in Christ, and sanctifies
us, is God; and He attested us, and
gave the pledge of the Spirit to our
hearts. And I can call upon God to
give evidence to my life, that I never
came into Corinth shrinking from
you; not that we dominate your faith,
although we are partners in your
pleasure; for you stand by faith. So
I decided with myself not to come
again to you with distress. For if 1
should distress you, then who could
gladden me, except he who was dis-
tressed by me? And I have written
this especially, so that I might not,
when coming, bring distress upon
those whom I wish to please; for I
trust upon you all, because you are all
a delight to me. For I wrote to you
out of much affliction and agony of
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heart, with many tears; not intending
that you should be distressed, but so
that you might know the very great
love that I have for you.

5 If one man has been distressed,
that has not distressed me; except
partially, because I would not burden

6 youall. The punishment is better for
such a fellow, than that it should be

7 upon you all; however, you should
now rather cheerand console him, for
fear that excessive reproof may drown

8 him. I would advise you, therefore

9 to punish him in love; for I wrote
with this object as well, in order that
I might know your feelings, if you

1o would be obedient in everything. But
when you grant pardon to him, I will
also; however, what pardon I grant,
if I grant any pardon, it is for your

11 sake in the presence of Christ; so that
we may not be overmastered by Satan,
for we are not ignorant of his devices.

@The Transcendent Glory of the
Gospel.

12 But coming to Troas for the gospel
of Christ, and a door being opened

13 for me by the Lord, I had no ease
in my spirit, on account of failing
to find my brother Titus; so leaving
them, 1 proceeded into Macedonia.

14 But thanks to the God Who every-
where gave us triumph in Christ, and
showed through us in every place the
sweetness of the knowledge of Him!

15 Because we are a sweet perfume of
Christ to God, both among the saved,

16 and among the perishing: to these,
however, an odour of deadly death ;
to those an odour of living life. And

17 who is equal to this? For we are not
like the most, adulterating the mes-
sage of God; on the contrary, we
speak with purity, as from God, in
the presence of God, in Christ.

8 Arewebeginningagain tocommend
ourselves, as though we needed, like
some, introductory letters to you or

2 fromyou? You are our letter, written
in our hearts, read and acknowledged

3 by allmen. For youare a clear letter
from Christ, transmitted by us; not
written with ink, but by aliving Spirit
of God; not upon stcny tablets, but

4 upon fleshy tablets of hearts. And
we have this great confidence through

5 Christ before God, not because we are
equal to be accounted anything by
ourselves, as though from out of our-
selves; but our capacity is, instead,

from God, Who also qualifies us as 6

ministers of a New Settlement—not a
literal, but a spiritual; for the letter
destroys, but the Spirit restores to life.

And if the mortal ministry, with
letters formed upon stone, began in
splendour, so that the sons of Israel
were not able to look upon the face of
Moses, because of the splendour of his
perishable face; how much greater
must be the splendour of the spiritual
ministry! For if the ministry of the
condemnation was splendid, how
much more must the ministry of
righteousness exceed in splendour !
For that splendid Institution was not
glorious, in comparison with this
surpassing splendour. For if the
vanishing passed through splendour,
the permanent will exist in much
greater magnificence.

Possessing, therefore, such a hope,
we use great freedom of speech. And
not like Moses, who placed a vail over
his face, so that the sons of Israel
might not look to the end of what
was to pass away. On the con-
trary, it dimmed their thoughts:
for to the present day, the same vail
over the perception of the Old Settle-
ment remains unmoved; because
it is only removed by Christ. Indeed,
until to-day the vail lies over their
heart when Moses is considered ; but
WHEN THEY RETURN TO THE LORD,
THE VAIL WILL BE REMOVED.l] For
the Lord is Spirit; and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
Therefore all of us, having the re-
flected splendour from the unveiled
face of the Lord, will be transformed
into the same resemblance, from
splendour to splendour, entirely by an
inspiration from the Lord.
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Therefore, having thisservice, since 4

we have received it we have not been
cowardly. But have renounced the
secret dealings of shame, not wander-
ing in villainy, nor cheating the inten-
tion of God ; but with the openness of
the truth establishing ourselves with
all manly consciousness before God.
And if our good news is veiled, it is
veiled to the perishing; in whom the
god of this age has darkened the
thoughts with unbelief, so that they
cannot perceive the light of the
Gospel of rectification from Christ,
Whois the representative of God. For
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we have not preached ourselves; but

Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves |

your servants for Jesus. When God
spoke, from darkness light shone:
whiclh has shone in our hearts, to
enlighten theknowledge of the recti-
fication from God, face to face with
Christ.!

But we possess this treasure in
earthen vessels, so that the grandeur
of the powermay be from God, and
not from us, who are in all places
pressed upon, but not overpowered ;
ataloss,but notdespairing; drivenon,
but not forsaken; repulsed, but not
exterminated ; everywhere carrying
aboutthedyingof Jesusin the body, so
that inour body the life of Jesus may
be displayed. We are always living
for death, surrendered for the sake of
Jesus; so that the life of Jesus may
also be displayed in our mortal
bodies: consequently, His death
energizes in us, but his life in you.
And possessing the samespirit of faith
ashe who wrote, I BELIEVED, THERE-
FORE I SPOKE?; we also believe, and
consequently speak, knowing that
He Who raised Jesus will also raise
us with Jesus, and present. us with
you. For all is for your sakes, so
that the perfected gift may overflow
from the grateful multitude to the
honour of God. We do not therefore
act like cowards; but even if our
outward man is exhausted, yet our
inward is renewed day by day. For
the fleeting trifle of our sufferings
will acquire to us,in an immeasurable
eternity, an unsurpassed load of
glory; we not looking at the seen,
but at the unseen: for the seen is
temporary, but the unseen eternal,

For we know that even if our ter-
restrial home of this tent should be

removed, we possess a home, a build- .

ing from God, not made by hand,
eternal in the heavens! And, indeed,
we groan in this, longing to be en-
dowed with our little cottage from
heaven. And if we are endowed, we
shall not be found shelterless. And,
indeed, we, while loaded in this tent,
groan; yet we do not wish to be
stripped of it, but to be endowed, so
that this mortality may be swallowed
up by thatlife. ButHe Who enables
us to work for this purpose is God,

1 Johnl s, ? Psa. exvi. 10.

Who gave us the pledge of the
Spirit.

Therefore we everywhere cheer our-
selves; and know that while at home
in the body, we are absent from the
Lord. For we walk by faith, not by
sight. So we take heart, although we
would choose to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord.
And, besides, weare desirous, whether
present or absent, to be pleasing to
Him. For we must all be reviewed
before the Judgment-seat of Christ,
so that each may receive the reward
of what he has done in this body,
whether good or bad. Consequently,
knowing how to reverence the Lord,
we persuade men—that we may shine
forth to God; and I hope we shine
forth also to your consciences.

We are not commending ourselves
again to you; but rather giving to you
an opportunity of boasting about us,
that you may hold against those boast-
ing in appearance and not in heart.
For if we are mad, it is for God; if
we are rational, it is for you: for the
love of Christ sustains us, deciding
us, that One died for all, therefore all
died. And He died for all, so that
the living should no longer live for
themselves; but instead, for Him
Who died for them, and rose again.

Therefore, from the present time,
we regard none according to social
position; and although we knew
Christ personally, yet now we know
Him so no longer. So that, if any
one isin Christ, he is a new creation ;
the old has passed away, for all things
have become new. But the whole is
from God Who restored us to Him-
self through Christ, and gave to us
the office of restoration: since God
was in Christ leading back the whole
world to Himself, not reckoning up
their sins against them: and he
deposited with us the reason of
that restoration, Therefore we fulfil
an embassy from Christ; as though
God invited through us, we implore
you for Christ's sake, be gathered
again to God! He Who never knew
sin, for our sakes was regarded as
sin, so that we might be righteous-
ness towards God in Him.

And working. together with Him,
we also encourage you not to accept
the gift of God in vain: for He says,

I HAVE HEARD YOU IN A PAVOUR-

ABLE SEASON,
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AND IN A DAY OF SALVATION [
HAVE HELPED YOU.!

Now the present is a very favourable
time; now the present is a day of
3 salvation. We give no offence to any,
so thattheservice may not be blamed.

4 On thecontrary, we conduct ourselves
like servants of God under all circum-
stances—in perfect obedience, in
afflictions, in distresses, in difficulties,

5 in contentions, in watchings, in riots,
inlabours, in sleeplessness, in hunger;

6 when rejected, when recognised ; by
self-restraint, when conferring bene-
fits; by a holy spirit; by unpre-
tended love; by true reason; by

7 Divine power; by the arms of right-
eousness on the right and the left
8 through honour and disgrace;
through bad report and good report;

9 as though deceivers, yet truthful; at
times ignored when fully known;
apparently killed, and yet we are
alive; seemingly crushed, and yet

10 notkilled ; thought to be grieved, but

always rejoicing; seemingly poor,
but enriching multitudes; apparently
having nothing, although possessing
all.

11 Our mouth is open to you, Corin

12 thians; our heart isspread out. You
are not contracted in us, but you are
contracted in your own affections:

13 however, unfold yourselves and return
it. I speak to you as children.

Of Mixed Marriages.

t4 Become not unequally connected
with unbelievers; for what partner-
ship is there between righteousness
and lawlessness? or what community
15 betweenlightand darkness ? and who
can make concord between Christ and
Belial? or who can classify faith with
16 unbelief? or who can make the sanc-
tuary of God unite with idols? For
you are a living, Divine sanctuary;
as God says:
I WILL DWELL AND TRAVEL WITH
THEM ;
I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.?
17 THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM
AMONG THEM AND BE SEPARATE,
SAYS THE LORD,
AND TOUCH NOT UNCLEANNESS; 3
AND I WILL ACCEPT YOU,
18 AND BE A FATHER TO YOU,

1 Isa, xlix. 8. 3 Exod. xxix 4s.
3 Isa, lil, 11,

AND YOU SHALL BR SONS AND
DAUGHTERS TO ME,
SAYS THE ALL-RULING LORD.!
Therefore, having these promises,
friends, we should purify ourselves
from every bodily and spiritual pollu-

tion, perfecting purityin reverence of
God.

The Apostle’'s Eobe.

Make room for us: we haveinjured
none; we have corrupted none; we
have plundered none. I do not
express blame; for, as I said before,
you are in our hearts to suffer and die
together.
speech towards you, for I am very
proud of you; I am quite content and
supremely delighted, in spite of all
oursufferings. IForwhen wearrived in
Macedonia, we had no bodily rest ; but
were distressed all around—conten-
tions without, fears within, But God,
the Consoler of the depressed, con-
soled us by the appearance of Titus;
and not only by his appearance, but
also by the pleasure with which he had
been consoled by you, reporting to us
your desire, your sorrow, your zeal
for me, which increased my delight.
Because, even if I had grieved you by
that letter, I am not sorry for it—al-
though I had been sorry—seeing the
result of thatletter,although it grieved
you temporarily. I am glad now, not
because you were grieved, but because
you were grieved into repentance;
for you were grieved unto a return to
God, so that you were not punished
by us uselessly. For the Divine
sorrow produces an unrepentable
change of mind to salvation; but the
worldly grief produces death. For
observe this—your Divine grief—what
a readiness, what a defence, what
vexation, what dread, what a longing,
what zeal, what a decision it produced
from you! In all things you have
proved yourselvesto be quite innocent
of that affair. However, although I
wrote to you, it was not on account of
the profligate, nor on account of the
injured man; but with the object of
manifesting your earnestness, for our
sakes and your own, towards God.
And we have been consoled by
this.

And besides our own consolation,
we have been still further rejoiced by
the delight of Titus, because his
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