THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL
AND JUDAH.

BY ISAIAH-BEN-AMOZ THE PROPHET,
(See II, Chronicles, Ch. 32, v, 32.)

BOOK VI.
THE MONARCHICAL PERIOD.

THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS.

B.C. 896) Abasialy reigns ober
Psrael, and @liay foretells
bis beath, — Moal rebolts from
Fsrael,

1 FTER the death of Akhab, Moab

2 revolted from Israel; and

Akhaziah lay sick at that time, in
his chamber at Shomeron, and was

anxious,~—so he sent messengers to go
and inquire from Bal-zebub, the god

of Akron, “If I can revive from this .

3 illness?” But a Messenger of the
EVER-LIVING commanded Eliah, the
Tishbite, * Arise! Go up to meet
‘the Ambassadors of the King of
Shomeron, and say to them ;—

* Is it because there is not a Gop
in Israel that you go to inquire of

4 Bal-zebub, the god of Akron ?—Con-
sequently thus saysthe EVER-LIVING,
‘From. the bed that you are upon
you shall not arise, for you shall
die.'” Then Eliah departed,

5 When the messengers returned to
him, he asked them, ‘“ Why have you

6 returned?”” They answered him :—
**A man came up to meet us and
said, ‘Go! Return to the king who
sent you, and say to him, Thus asks
the EVER-LIVING: Was it because
there is no GOD in Israel that you
sent to inquire of Bal-zebub, the god
of Akron?-—Therefore from the bed
you lie upon you shall not arise ;—
for you shall die!'”

7 Then he asked them, * What kind
of a man was he who came up to
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meet you? And said these things to
your”

And they replied to him, *“ A man 8
covered with hair, and belted with a
leather belt round his waist.”

When he exclaimed, ‘It is Eliah

the Tishbite.”

AkYnginl orders Gliah to come to
bim.—%e refuses.

He therefore sent to him a Captain ¢
of his Guards, who went up to him
where he lived on the top of a hill,
and said, *“ MAN of Gob, the king
commands you to come down." '

But Eliah answered and said to the 10
Captain of the Guards, “If I am a
MAN of GOD, let fire come down from
the skies, and devour you and your
company.” And fire came down
from the skies and consumed him
and his company.

Then again he sent to him another 11
Captain of the Guards with his com-
pany, who spoke, and said to him,
**MAN of GoD, the king asks you to
descend from that hill.”

But Eliah replied and said to them, 12
“If I am a MAN of GoD, let fire de-
scend from the skies and consume
you and your company.” When fire
came down upon them from the skies
and consumed him and his company!

But again he sent a third Captain 13
of the Guards with his company, and
the third went up and arrived, but he
knelt on his knees before Eliah, and
showed him respect, and said, ‘*“* MAN
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of Gop! let my life and the lives of
these servants of yours be precious

14 in your sight! For fire came down
from the skies and consumed the two
Captains and their companies,—but
now let my life be precious in your
eyes!”

Clialy commanded from the @Goer-

libing to Wisit the Wing.

15 Then the Messenger of the EVER-
LIVING commanded Eliah, *“ Go down
with him :—fear not for his presence.”

So he arose, and descended with

16 him to the king, and said to him,

‘" Thus asks the EVER-LIVING, ‘ Why
have you sent messengers to inquire
of Bal-zebub, the god of Akron? Is
it because there is no GOD in Israel
to ask for His decision? Therefore
from the bed upon which you are
laid you shall not descend,—for you

17 shall die!” And he did die accord-
ing to the word of Eliah, and Jhoram
his brother began to reign in his place
in the second year of Jhoram-ben-
Jhoshafat king of Judah, for he had
not a son.

18  As for the other things that Akha-
ziah did, they are written in the
history of events of the period of the
kings of Israel,

(B.c. 896.) The Reath of Gliah.
2  When the EVER-LIVING was about
to take up Eliah in a tempest to the
Heavens, Eliah and Alisha were tra-

2 velling in Gilgal, and Eliah said to
Alisha, ‘* Go back, now, from here,
for the EVER-L1VING will send me to
Bethel.”

But Alisha replied, * By the life
of the EVER-LIVING, and by your
life, I will not leave you!” So they
descended to Bethel.

3 When at Bethel, some Preachers
came to Alisha, and asked him, ** Do
you know that the EVER-LIVING will
take your master from your head? "

And he replied, “1 know it! Be
silent.”

4 Eliah again said to Alisha, ** Turn
back, I pray, here,—for the EVER-
LIVING has sent me to Jeriko.”

But he replied, * By the life of the
EVER-LIVING, and by the life of your
soul, I will not leave you!"” So they

5 wenton to Jeriko, where the Preachers
who were in Jeriko approached to
Alisha, and asked him, ** Do you know
thatto-day the EVER-LIVING will take
your master from your head ? "

377

And he answered, “I also know it.
Be silent! "

Then Eliah said to him, * Return, 6
I beg, here, for the EVER-LIVING has
sent me to the Jordan.”

But he replied, * By the life of the
EVER-LIVING and the life of yoursoul,

I will not leave you!"

So both of them went on ; and fifty 7
men from the Preachers went and
stationed themselves at a distance to
the south, but they two stood by the
Jordan, and Eliah took his mantle, 8
and fclded it, and struck the waters,
when they divided on this side and
that, and both passed overondry land.
When they had passed over Eliah said ¢
to Alisha, ** Ask what I shall do for
you before GOD takes me from you ? "

And Alisha answered, * Let twice
your spirit come upon me." :

When he replied, * You have asked 1o
a hard thing. If you see me taken
from you, then it will come to you;—
but if not, it will not come.”

(B.C. 896.) @lisha receites Glialy’s

Mantle,

While they were walking and con- 11
versing, a chariot of fire appeared with
horses of fire and stopped between
them, and Eliah ascended in a tem-
pest tothe Heavens, but Alisha looked 12
on and shouted, ‘‘My father! My
father! The chariot of Israel and its
horses!” But he never saw him
again. He seized his robe, however,
and it tore into two, and the mantle 13
that Eliahwore fell uponhim. Then
he returned and stood on the bank of
the Jordan, and took the mantle of 14
Eliah, which had fallen from off him,
and struck the waters, and said,
*Come, EVER-LIVING, the GOD of
Eliah, as if to himself.” Then he
struck the waters, and they divided,
on this side and that, and Alisha
crossed over. -And the pupils of the 15
Preachers who were in Jeriko, to
the south, saw it, and remarked, ** The
spirit of Eliah has fallen upon Alisha,”
so they went to meet him, and bowed
to him to the earth, and said, ‘‘ You 16
see now your servants are fifty strong
men. Let us go and seek Eliah, for
fear the spirit of the EVER-LIVING
should carry him away, and drive him
to some of the hills, or to some of the
vales.” :

But he replied, ‘“Do not go.”
They, however, pressed him until he 17
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was ashamed, when he answered
4 Go . ”

@The Poung Preachers seek for
Glialy.

So the fifty men went, and searched
for three.days, but could not find
him. They consequently returned
to him, for he was staying in Jeriko,
and he said to them, “ Did I not tel]
you not to go?”

(B.c. 896.) RAnechotes of Glisha.

19

20

21

The men of the town once said to
Alisha, ** The position of the town is
good, as your lordship perceives, but
the water is bad, and the ground
barren.”

He consequently replied, * Fetch
me a new bowl, and put salt in it,
and bring it me."” Then he went to
the water-springs and threw the salt
into them, and said, * Thus says the
EVER-LIVING! I have cured these

waters, death and barrenness shallno .

22 more come from them.” And the

23

waters have been healthy to this day,
according to the message Alisha de-
livered. '

Once lie went up from there to
Bethel, and as he wason theroad some
young lads met him near the town,and
ridiculed him, exclaiming, “Goupbald

24 head! Go up bald head!" when he

3  Jhoram-ben-Akhab began to reign-

2

turned and cursed them in the Name
of the EVER-LIVING, and two bears

from the forest met them and tore

forty-two of the lads.—From there he
went to Mount Karmel, and after-
wards he settled in Shomeron.

(.c. 896.) Fhoram-ben-Akhak
reigns ober ¥srael,

over Israel, in - Shomeron, in the
eleventh year of Jhoshafat king of
Judah, and he reigned twelve years,
and did wrong in the eyeés of the
EVER-LIVING ; but not like his father
and mother, for he overturned the
‘Columns of Bal that his father had

3 made. From the sins, however, of

4

5

Jerabam-ben-Nebat, which he cansed
Israel to sin, he did not turn away.

Moab Rebolts, but is again
‘ Subdued.
Mesha, the king of Moab, was his
shepherd, and paid to the king of
Israel a hundred thousand lambs, and

a -hundred thousand rams' fleeces.
But when Akhab died the king of

Moab revolted from the king of Israel.
Then King Jhoram at once set out 6
from Shomeron, and organized the
forces of Israel, and marched. He 7
also sent to Jhoshafat king of Judah
tosay, ** Moab has revolted from me
—will you go with me to Moab to
fight?” And he answered, “1 will
go, for mine are yours, and your
peopleare like mine, and my cavalry
like your cavalry.” He also asked, 8
‘‘ By what road shall we advance? "
When he replied, “ By way of the
Pastures of Edom.”

(B.c. 895.) @he March.
The king of Israel and the king of 9

- Judah and the king of Edom conse-

quently marched by that route for
seven days, until there was no water
for the soldiers, or the cattle belong-
ing to them, so that the king of Israel 10
exclaimed, * Alas! why hasthe EVER-
LIVING collected these three kings to
give them to the hand of Moab ! "

(B.C. 806.) JFhoshatfat ashs for a
Prophet.

But Jhoshafat enquired, *‘Is there 1z
not a Preacher of the EVER-LIVING.
here, that we may enquire of the:
EVER-LIVING through him? "

Then one of the officers addressed
the king of Israel and said, ** Alisha-
ben-Shafat is here, who poured water
on the hands of Eliah.”

And Jhoshafat added, * The word 12
of the EVER-LIVING is with him.”
Therefore the king of Israel, and

Jhoshafat, and the king of Edom,

went to him, when Alisha asked the 13

| king of Israel, * Why do you come to

me? Go.to the Preachers of your
father, and the Preachers of your
mother ! " . _ ‘
But the king of Israel replied,
“No! For the EVER-LIVING has.

‘collected these three kings to give

them to the hand of Moab.”

When Alisha answered, * By the 14,
life of the EVER-LIVING POWER, be-
fore Whose face I stand,—but for the
presence of Jhoshafat king of Judah, I
would perish rather than attend to
you, or see you! But, however, 15
bring me a harp.” And a harp was
brought with a harper. Then the
hand of the EVER-LIVING came upon
him, and he said, *‘Thus says the 16
EVER-LIVING! ‘Make trenches in
thisvalley.' For thus says the EVER- 17
LIVING, ‘ No wind shall be perceived,

378 '
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and no rain shall be seen, yet the
valley shall be full of water, and you
shall be quenched, with your animals
and cattle; but that is a trifle in the
sight of the EVER-LIVING, therefore
He will give Moab into your power,
and you shall storm all the fortified
cities, and all the best towns. And
you shall fell all the beautiful woods,
and stop up all the springs of water,
and cover all their beautiful gardens

18

19

“Your servant, my husband, has
died,—and you know that your ser-
vant reverenced the EVER-LIVING,—
but a creditor has come to take my
two sons for his slaves.”

And Alisha asked her, * What can
I do for you? Inform me what furni-
ture you have in the house.”

When she said, * There is nothing
in the house of your handmaid,
except a jar of oil.”

with stones.” He then answered, “ Go and bor- 3
20 When morning came, at the time | row vessels from all the inhabitants

of offering the gift, a flood had come | of the street,—barrels of a not small

from the direction of Edom, and | capacity. Then come and shut the 4

covered the country with water. door behind you, and behind your
21 Asrelated, all Moab had heard that sons, and pour into all these vessels,

the kings had come up to fight with | and fill them full.”

them, and had convoked an armed She accordingly went from him, s

force, and had advanced and were

stationed near. They also awoke in

the morning when the sun shone .

upon the waters, and the Moabites at
a distance saw the waters red, like
23 blood. So they exclaimed, * That is

and shut the door behind herself and
her sons who went with her, and they

poured. And when they had filled 6

the vessels, she said to one son,
‘“ Bring me another cask.” But he
replied to her, * There is not another

bleod! The kings have been fighting | cask.” Then the oil ceased! She 7
with the sword, and every man has | therefore went to the MAN of Gop,
struck his mate! So now, Moab, for | and informed him, who said, * Go,
24 the plunder!” And they advanced | sell the oil, and pay your debts, and
to the camp of Israel. support yourself with the remainder.”
and thoy fled befors thom o iy | (8.. 970) ooz Endy of Shunnm
25 attacked and defeated Moab, and . mier “"w‘, Elisha, .
destroyed the towns : and over all the At one period Alisha was travelling 8
beautiful gardens they spread stones | t© Shunam, ‘,”h?r e there was a great
and destroyed them, and filled up the | !ady, who invited him to eat bread,
wells of water, and felled all the | @nd whenever he was passing by
Pleasant trees to extirpate them. | fhere to turn in to take food. The g
Theybrokedownthewalled buildings, | Woman also said to her husband,
and tore up their foundations to the See, now you know that he is a holy
26 bottom. Consequently the king of | MAN of GOD who passes by us con-
Moab saw they were stronger than | tinually. Let me furnish the little 10
him in war, so he took with himself | UPPer chamber, and put a bed there
seven hundred trained scldiers to | for him, with a table and a chair, so 11
break through the king of Edom, but | that wher}' he comes to us he may
27 was not able. Then he took his son, | Visithere.,” And he came there that
the eldest, who would have reigned | Sameday,and turned to go up to her
after him, and offered him asa burnt- | to rest himself, o, ) ]
offering on the top of the wall, for he  He consequently said to Ghikhazi, 12
was furious against Israel.l They hisattendant, ** Call this Shunamess.
afterwards retired from him and | And he called her, and She stood
returned to their country. before him. Then he said to him, 13
“Say to her, ‘I see how you have
(B.C. 895.) The Preacher's Widofu %%ed for 111)5 \gith z;ll this ;rgublel.
2 at can be done for you an
and her Sons seiged f?r her @21115. speak for you to the king? or to the
4 Once a woman, a wife of one ofthe | ~Ormander of the army? ' "
Preachers, appealed to Alisha, saying, But she answered, *“I reside
! V. 27. Something seems to have been | 2MROD8Stmy own p ?OP le.”
omittéd from the M. by an old transcriber Then he asked, *But what can be 14

done for her ? "
And Ghikhazireplied, ** She grieves

I think an account of the cagture of the capita
of Moab and death of Moab’s king.—F, F.

379



4—15

THE MONARCHICAL PERIOD.—II. KINGS.

4—40

because she has no son, and her hus-
band is old.”
15 Then he said, *“ Callher.” And he
called her, and she stood in the door-
16 way, when he said,
return of this season you shall fold a
son in your arms ! "

(B.C. 894.) Whe Lady's Hon bas a
Sunstroke.

But she exclaimed, ** No Sir! MAN

of Gop, do not lie to your handmaid.”

17 The woman, however, conceived,
and bore a son, when that season
came round, as Alisha had said to
18 her. And the lad grew up, and one
day went out to his father in the

19 harvest field, and said to his father, .

“My head! My head!” So he
ordered his attendant to carry him to

20 his mother. Heconsequentlycarried
him and brought him to his mother,
who placed him on her knees until

21 noon,whenhedied. Then she arose
and laid him on the bed of the MAN
of GoD, and closed the door, and went

22 out and approached her husband,
and said, ‘I wish you to send with
me one of the servants, and one of
the riding asses, for I wish to go
quickly to the MANof Gop, and to
return.”

23  But he asked, ‘* What is the matter
with you that you would go to him ?
To-day is not a festival, nor a
Sabbath?’ And she answered,
* Right.”

24 Then they saddled the asses, and
she said to the servant, “ Drive! do
not hold back for me to ride,—for
have I not told you to be quick?"

25 Thus she went, and came to the MAN
of GOD on Mount Karmel, and when
the MAN of GOD saw her at a distance
he said to Ghikhazi his attendant,
* Look! the Shunamess is there!

26 Run, now, to meet her, and ask her
‘ Is all well with you ? Isall well with
your husband ? Is all well with your
lad?'"

27 But she came to the MAN of Gobp
on the hill and seized his feet.
Ghikhazi, however, came to remove
her, when the MAN of GOD said,
** Remove her not; for her soul is in
grief; but the EVER-LIVING has
hidden it from me, and has not
informed me of it.”

28 Then ghe exclaimed, “Did I ask a
son from my lord? Why did you tell
me he should be sent to me? "

‘At the -

Then he said to Ghikhazi, “ Gird up 29
your loins, and take my staff in your
hand. If you meet a man do not
address him, and if a man addresses
you, do not answer him, and lay my
staff upon the face of the child.”

But the mother of the child said, 30
** By the life of the EVER-LIVING, and
by the life of your soul, I will not
part from you.” He therefore arose
and followed her. But Ghikhazi 31
pushed on before them, and laid the v
staff upon the face of the child,—but
there was neither voice nor utterance.

He consequently returned back to
meet and inform them, saying, * The
child has not awakened ) "

Then "Alisha came to the house, 32
and saw the child lying as dead upon
the bed, so he went in and shut the 33
door behind both of them, and prayed
to the EVER-LIVING. Then he went 34
up and lay upon the child and placed
his own face to his face, and his
own eyes to his eyes, and his own
hands to his hands, and bowed over
him, and warmed the body of the lad.
Then he went away and walked in 35
the house here and there once, and
once again, and again ascended, and
bent over him, when the lad sneezed
seven times, and opened his eyes.

At which he called Glikhazi, and 36
said, ‘ Fetch his mother here.”
When he invited her, and she came,
and he said,  Take up your son.”

But she came and fell at his feet, 37
and bowed to the earth,—and then
took her son, and departed.

(B.C. 898.) @lisha and the Pupils
of the Preachers.

Alisha afterwards went to Gilgal, 38
and a famine was in the country, so
the pupils of the Preachers came to
him, when he said to his attendant,

‘ Set the great pot and boil pottage
for the students of the preachers.”

And one of them then went to the 39
field to collect vegetables, and found
wild vines and gathered someof them,
and wild gourds,! filling his bag, and
returned and flung the collection into
the pot, for he knew not what they
were. Then they poured out for the 40

1 #Wild gourds.” 1In the African and
Arabian deserts poisonous and edible gourds
grow together, 1 have been told by relatives
who have traversed them, and on the same
stems, the poison probably coming from
microbic inoculation by some insect.~—F, F,
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